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Minutes

	Meeting:
	AEU – SACE Board Collaborative Working Group
	Date:
	 27 October  2014

	Location:
	Room 2, Macghey House, 163 Greenhill Road, Parkside (AEU)
	Time:
	1.00 – 2.30pm


	 No.
	Item

	1
	Welcome and apologies  
Attendees: 
Neil McGoran, Chief Executive, SACE Board of South Australia [chair]
David Smith, President, Australian Education Union (SA Branch)
Daniel Pereira, AEU Organiser

Julia Morris (Hamilton Secondary College)

Jan Raymond, Executive Manager, School Assessment Services, SACE Board of SA  
Hassan Mekawy, Manager, Professional Learning and Networks, SACE Board of SA

Andrew Green, Manager, Communications, SACE Board of SA

Susan Lohmeyer, Executive Coordinator, SACE Board of SA [executive officer]  
The Chair welcomed Julia Morris to her first meeting of the group.  

	2
	Confirmation of agenda 
The agenda was confirmed with no change.  
A member of the group raised an issue for the SACE Board’s consideration: that the information for students regrading accessing their results be provided at the end of Term 3 (when all students are still on campus) rather than at the start of Term 4 (when students may be commencing examination preparation, etc. and are less accessible). 
ACTION: The SACE Board noted this request and will amend the timing of the release of this information accordingly. 



	3
	Confirmation of minutes of meeting held 21 August 2014
The minutes of the meeting held 21 August 2014 were confirmed with no change (D. Smith/D. Pereira).



	4
	Discussion items
4.1  2014 SACE end-of-year results procedures

· The Chair provided a summary of the end-of-year processes currently underway. Oral examinations have commenced; the first of the written examinations will be held on Monday 3 November. Moderation and marking panels have been confirmed, although some final “tweaking” usually occurs prior to the commencement of this process. The Chair expressed thanks to schools for releasing teachers to assist in this critical process. It was noted that a letter is provided to school leadership teams informing them of staff in their school who participate in moderation and marking. 
· The anticipated date for the results release is 18 December. Student results will be available online from 8.30am. This year, for the first time, School results data will also be available online, some of which is normally only provided to schools in January. 

· The school results data will be viewable online only by those designated in a school as a Principal’s Delegate/s (this was a process that resulted from the Online Results Sheets project, in which SACE Board paper forms are being progressively transferred online). The Principal’s Delegate then has discretion to forward the data to others in their school. If a Principal wishes to view the data online, they will need to be designated as a Principal’s Delegate. 
· In response to a question regarding teachers’ submission of student results online (in the context of moderation) the SACE Board undertook to confirm whether a Schools Online report regarding student samples selected for moderation would be generated for small classes of under 10 students (which list all students) or whether this was assumed and no report would be generated. 
· In response to a question about the timing of the results release, the Executive Manager, School Assessment Services, explained that the results are released to allow for at least two days clear of Christmas for the SACE Board to deal with any issues or questions that may arise. 
4.2 Institute of Educational Assessors (IEA)

· The Manager, Professional Learning and Networks provided an overview of the IEA and its establishment as an initiative of the SACE Board arising from the SACE First Year Evaluation. 
· Breakfast forums were held recently to provide school communities with information on the professional learning to be delivered by the Institute, the ways in which both school groups and individuals can access the learning, and benefits of the professional learning, not just in the context of the critical role assessment plays in improved student outcomes, but also for those individuals and groups undertaking the learning. 

· The Assessment for Educators course is designed specifically for school groups. There is significant flexibility in how groups will be able to access the course and so far 10 schools have indicated their commitment to taking up the course in 2015.
· Individuals undertaking the Certified Educational Assessors (CEA) course can count this towards the professional learning requirements of the Teachers Registration Board. The CEA course will also be referenced against the National Professional Standards for Teachers. 

· The CEA course will also be recognised by the three universities (and possibly other higher education providers) so that course participants can gain recognition of prior learning towards post-graduate qualifications including a Graduate Certificate and Master’s in Education. 

· Further information sessions will be held for school communities in both video-conference and face-to-face modes. 

4.3 Special Provisions Review
· The Executive Manager, School Assessment Services, provided an overview of the Special Provisions review which was conducted in 2013 and led to 16 recommendations, all of which have been implemented except one (relating to the publication of Special Provisions data) which was approved by the Board at its most recent meeting. 
· The Executive Manager emphasised the need for the SACE Board’s Special Provisions policy and procedures to be aligned to legislation (Disability Discrimination Act, Equal Opportunity legislation) and that information about the policy and procedures that is clear and accessible is paramount. It is also important that the SACE Board collaborate nationally with other jurisdictions. 

· A new mini-site on the SACE Board website provides information on the policy and procedures. School leadership teams are being encouraged to ensure their communities are aware of the policy and that applications for Special Provisions are made early.

· A Special Provisions hotline will be available from Monday 3 November.  
4.4 Research Project Expo
· The Manager, Communications, provided a summary of the Research Project Expo, held in August. The Board has approved the Expo to be held again in 2015. 
· The Expo arose out of the SACE First Year Evaluation in which a key recommendation was to promote excellence in teaching and learning. Feedback received from attendees and exhibitors has been uniformly positive about the benefits of the expo in encouraging and assisting students.    
· Schools have also endorsed the timing of the expo – in the second/third weeks of Term 3 – as well as the format (i.e. a mix of exhibitors’ booths and presentations) however there was a wish for more scaffolding materials to support schools’ delivery of the subject. Schools also asked that early notice be provided of the timing of the expo so that they could plan/budget accordingly. 
· There is a mini-site on the SACE Board website which contains videos of student presenters, interactive exemplars, resource materials and other support materials used by exhibitors during the Expo. Schools that were not able to attend are encouraged to view these materials.   
4.5 Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum
· The Chair provided an overview of progress to date.  Implementation of the Phase 1 Australian curriculum subjects (Maths and English) for year 11 (Stage 1) will occur in 2016 and for year 12 (Stage 2) in 2017. The Phase 2 subjects (Sciences) will be implemented for Stage 1 in 2017 and for Stage 2 in 2018.

· The work to integrate the Australian curriculum content into SACE Board-accredited subjects is progressing well. A number of issues have been identified, including (1) nomenclature (aligning Australian curriculum nomenclature with SACE Board subjects) and (2) pre-requisites, in particular for Maths subjects.
· ACARA has developed a subject, 10A, which is designed to be delivered at Year 10 as an additional Maths subject for those students intending to progress to higher-order Maths subjects at Stage 2. It is not compulsory however the writers need to anticipate both scenarios – students who will have done this subject as well as those who haven’t – as they integrate the Australian curriculum content into SACE Maths subjects.
· Another key issue is ensuring there are pathways into senior secondary Maths and English subjects for all SACE students, since these are compulsory subjects of the SACE.
· The integration work currently being undertaken is also an opportunity for reviewing, re-thinking and renewing the subject content, as well as exploring opportunities for innovation. It is anticipated that by the time the subjects are implemented there will be options for online assessment which will allow, for example, multi-modal forms of content delivery for assessment purposes (e.g. film, video). 
· It was noted that some teachers (those who teach English, Maths, History and Science subjects), will be required to deliver the new subject content for the next four years – a significant issue.
· The review of the Australian Curriculum has now been released however this does not impact the SACE as it concerns F-10 only. 
4.6 Engagement and communication – SACE “first principles”
· The SACE Board is keen to explore opportunities to engage with schools, school communities and the educational community in general to promote the underpinning principles and values of the SACE as a way of highlighting its benefits for all students. 
· The President, AEU invited the SACE Board to contact Lynn Hall, the AEU’s Curriculum and Professional Development Officer, to explore such opportunities for engagement. 
· The Manager, Communications, will discuss publication of SACE-related articles in the AEU Journal. 


	5
	Membership and meetings in 2015
· The President, AEU confirmed the AEU’s commitment to the AEU-SACE Board Collaborative Working Group in 2015. Formal confirmation of the group’s continuation and membership in 2015 will be undertaken by the executive officer. 

	6
	Any other business
nil

	7
	Date of Distribution

28 October 2014 
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