The Adelaide Zoo
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Adelaide Zoo, located in Adelaide, South Australia, is an eco-tourism experience in some ways. While the animals are in captivity, many of the areas are made to look like the animals usual environment, with only a small amount of human interference. There are reasons for the captivity like protecting and breeding endangered species and they are sometimes kept in habitats they would naturally be born into. Some aspects of the Adelaide Zoo I wouldn't label as eco-tourism are things like the petting zoo. The amount of human interference makes this between eco-tourism and captive eco-tourism. I will now explain my reasons for my thoughts on this matter.
What Attracts tourists to The Adelaide Zoo?
The Adelaide Zoo as an ecotourism environment is a highly attractive conservation park, the range of animals from different countries is intriguing to the public bringing their business to the Adelaide Zoo. One of those many things presently happening is the Panda enclosure being constructed which is due to be finished by the end of 2009. It has had positive feedback on the main website of the Zoo and is being eagerly awaited. The idea of having the pandas at Adelaide Zoo is not only to make money and attract visitors which is called economical sustainability but to protect the endangered species which is conservation. This makes the zoo sustainable as an eco-tourism experience. The conservation is also a smoke-free environment making it an environmentally-friendly experience, as it says on the Zoo’s website.

Costs & Benefits 

As well as the new panda enclosure, the Sumatran Tiger Display is a sustainable eco-tourism display in some ways:

· It keeps humans and animals separate

· It is like the tigers’ natural environment 

· There is an educational tour to educate the public on the environment

· It has local sponsors, which helps local businesses to make money.


The Zoo management also worked out a way to recycle water to irrigate the plant nursery and Children's Zoo saving water at a time where it is most crucial with our latest water restrictions. Recycling water not only helps the environment but reduces the Zoo’s water costs.

The Adelaide Zoo, like most other Zoos, is a conservation park which puts wildlife in captivity, creating a caged and fenced, family-safe environment where the public can view animals which they cannot see in their everyday lives. So there are some eco-tourism and some captive eco-tourism aspects of Adelaide Zoo.

Zoo's come under the context of Nature-based tourism which, in turn come under the big heading of Ecotourism Activities. The issue is double-sided as animals in captivity are not in their natural habitat which makes their placement un-natural. A zoo is different to a native wildlife conservation park because a native wildlife conservation park has animals which are native to the country which leaves them free to roam around on a big part of land. Zoos are a fully controlled-captive environment with foreign animals in cages instead of a natural habitat. Although there are many native animals as well and there are education programs to help educate visitors on conservation and the environment. This helps protect the animals. 
Conclusion:
The Adelaide Zoo is a sustainable ecotourism environment but comes under a sub-heading of Nature-based tourism. It is a captivity for animals which doesn't make it a completely untouched environment. It is a positive and environmentally friendly tourism but the animals are still being held against their will and are on show for the public like items. As I have experienced the animals and seen how they live, they are safe and treated fairly. I agree with the Adelaide's Zoos policy as they have good procedures such as recycling, supported funding for bigger enclosures, highly trained staff and have also banned smoking from the premises. Animals do not live easily as they would have in the wild considering a changed world which makes the Zoo a ecotourism experience by helping rare animals that are endangered species carry on their name in the future.
From what I have discovered at the Zoo I would not change anything as of now to improve the conservation. Indigenous art is displayed showing the nativity of Australia, there is education all throughout the Zoo for public learning purposes to give the animals a voice and they are doing as much as possible to help the environment.
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 Tourism
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Investigation and Application
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive understanding of tourism knowledge.

Perceptive understanding of tourism concepts. 
	Thorough interpretation and insightful analysis of a wide range of sources of information about tourism to recognise different perspectives.

Perceptive and well-informed clarification of the student’s own perspectives and those of others on tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.
	Comprehensive application of a wide range of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Thoughtful and sustained application of tourism concepts in different contexts.
Highly effective investigation and interpretation of a diverse range of primary and secondary sources of information about tourism.
	Highly effective and coherent communication of well-informed and supported ideas about tourism, using forms well suited to the purpose and audience.

Consistent, clear, and appropriate use of tourism terminology.

Highly effective incorporation of graphical and visual representations in responses.

Appropriate and consistent acknowledgment of a diverse range of sources. 

	B
	Detailed understanding of tourism knowledge.

Well-considered understanding of tourism concepts.
	Detailed interpretation and thoughtful analysis of a range of sources of information about tourism to recognise different perspectives.

Well-considered and informed clarification of the student’s own perspectives and those of others on tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.
	Thoughtful application of a range of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Well-considered application of tourism concepts in different contexts.

Effective investigation and interpretation of a range of primary and secondary sources of information about tourism.
	Effective and coherent communication of informed and mostly supported ideas about tourism, using forms that suit the purpose and audience.

Mostly clear and appropriate use of tourism terminology.

Effective incorporation of graphical and visual representations in responses.

Mostly appropriate and consistent acknowledgment of a range of sources.

	C
	Competent understanding of tourism knowledge.

Considered understanding of tourism concepts.
	Interpretation and considered analysis of different sources of information about tourism to recognise different perspectives, with a tendency to rely on description.

Considered clarification of the student’s own perspectives and those of others on tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.
	Considered application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Considered application of tourism concepts in different contexts.

Competent investigation and interpretation of different primary and secondary sources of information about tourism.
	Effective communication of informed ideas about tourism, using forms that mostly suit the purpose and audience.

Mostly appropriate use of tourism terminology.
Some effective incorporation of graphical and visual representations in responses.
Mostly appropriate acknowledgment of different sources.

	D
	Some understanding of tourism knowledge.

Recognition of some tourism concepts.
	Description of a narrow range of sources, with some evidence of interpretation, and possible recognition of more than one perspective.

Some basic clarification of the student’s own perspective, but generally not that of others, on tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.
	Partial application of practical tourism skills in restricted or simple contexts.

Superficial application of aspects of tourism concepts in more than one context.

Some identification and use of primary or secondary sources of information about tourism.
	Basic communication of ideas, using forms that sometimes suit the purpose and audience.
Some occasional use of appropriate tourism terminology.

Superficial incorporation of graphical and visual representations in responses.

Some inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Recognition of aspects of tourism information.

Emerging recognition of aspects of tourism concepts.
	Some description of one or more sources or perspectives.

Some identification of the student’s own perspective on a tourism trend, development, or contemporary issue.
	Some attempted application of practical tourism skills and concepts.

Attempted application of one or more tourism concepts.

Attempted use of a limited number of sources.
	Fragmented communication that rarely suits the purpose or audience.

Limited use of basic tourism terminology.

Attempted use of a graphical or visual representation.

Limited acknowledgment of sources.


Communication


Basic communication of ideas with some inaccurate expression.








Communication Mostly appropriate use of tourism terminology, e.g. highlighted text.





Analysis 


Considered clarification of the student’s own perspectives and those of others on a contemporary issue (captivity).





Analysis


Shows some ability to interpret and analyze information (about nature-based tourism), although the communication of this analysis is stilted. 





Communication 


Basic communication of information and ideas. Awkward expression.





Communication Some occasional use of appropriate tourism terminology.





Communication


Mostly appropriate acknowledgment of different sources.





Communication


Some inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.





Additional comments





Investigation & Application


While there was some superficial application of aspects of tourism concepts (e.g. eco-tourism), with an over-reliance on primary sources (student’s own observations and perceptions), there were glimpses of considered application of the concepts.


Communication 


Overall, basic communication of ideas, using forms that sometimes suit the purpose and audience.





Figures 1 (above) and 2 (on left): The Sumatran Tiger water display, enables public to view the tigers swimming and living in a natural environment without   human interference.





Communication


Some effective incorporation of graphical and visual representations in responses.
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