Bush Mechanics and Colour Blind
The film series, directed by Francis Jupurrurla Kelly, and website Bush Mechanics were produced by the Warlpiri Media Association from Yuendumu, a remote Aboriginal community in the Northern Territory. The short film Colour Blind was directed by Glenn Shea, Rhubarb Films, 1997 and stars Aboriginal actor Glenn Shea as Sam. All three resources are valuable for promoting intercultural understanding.
In the first episode of Bush Mechanics, the actors humorously re-enact the ways the Warlpiri first learnt about cars in the 1920s.Their elders told them about seeing strange new tracks in the sand, as if made by a giant snake, and only later realised that it was the track of a motor vehicle driven by a ‘whitefella’.  The series explores themes such as the importance of ceremonial life and law to Aboriginal people, hunting and collecting, the spirit people and the standard of living. Non-Aboriginal people appear in the series as police, prison guards, service station owners who control the fuel, car salesmen, and tourists. They are treated with suspicion by the Warlpiri or with humour such as the ’Cheeky police here in Broome’.
The Warlpiri actors demonstrate how their elders used ingenuity to fix cars when they broke down or adapted cars to their needs. For example, they remove a windscreen to make it easier to fire a rifle whilst hunting, cut the roof off a car with a tommy-axe and convert the roof to make a trailer to tow behind the car to carry the band’s equipment. They cannot drive to a nearby town mechanic because the next town might be hundreds of kilometres away. A positive image of Aboriginal people is reinforced though this series as a bush mechanic is presented as a person who is creative, independent and self sufficient in difficult conditions. It is made by Aboriginal people about Aboriginal people therefore it is especially appealing. 

The Bush Mechanics website supports the film series by providing information about the context of the stories. It contributes to intercultural understanding in a positive way by providing a description of the land, the Warlpiri people and the media company that produced the program. It is accessible to readers of a variety of ages including an interactive game for children and links to a variety of bulletin boards and forums to allow adults to communicate and express opinions.
The short film Colour Blind is also humorous but deals with a very serious theme. The viewer becomes anxious hoping that Sam, the Aboriginal young man, won’t be rejected by his ‘blind’ date because of his colour. The film is useful as a resource for developing intercultural understanding because it forces the viewer to feel empathy for the main character. You feel his nervousness and uncertainty about meeting his blind date. It is a useful film to contrast with Bush Mechanics because it portrays an Aboriginal person living in the city rather than the stereotyped vision of Aboriginal people in remote desert locations.
Bush Mechanics may reinforce stereotypes that Aboriginal people do not value material possessions, that many are in prison and that they all live in poverty. However, viewers who are familiar with the website would realize that the Warlpiri people themselves made the films and deliberately produced the series to be amusing, not a serious representation of Aboriginal life.
Films like these can achieve more for Reconciliation than news stories such as the ‘Gang of 49’ or films that show Aboriginal people being angry or victims. Resources like these encourage intercultural understanding as Aboriginal people are presented in a positive way. Empathy and understanding is promoted by these resources. 
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 Aboriginal Studies

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis and Reflection
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and perceptive understanding of the diversity of Aboriginal peoples, lands, and cultures.

Perceptive and clear understanding of how the Dreaming links to particular lands, languages, and people. 

Clear and well-informed understanding of different perspectives on invasion/settlement.
	Insightful and well-informed analysis and understanding of Aboriginal perspectives on one or more contemporary issues.

Insightful reflection on the diversity of contemporary Aboriginal arts, literature, and media.

Insightful reflection on the student’s own learning about intercultural communication and understanding from a range of sources.
	Insightful, clear, and structured communication of informed ideas in a range of forms.

	B
	Detailed knowledge and understanding of the diversity of Aboriginal peoples, lands, and cultures.

Mostly clear understanding of how the Dreaming links to particular lands, languages, and people. 

Mostly clear and informed understanding of different perspectives on invasion/settlement.
	Well-informed analysis and understanding of Aboriginal perspectives on one or more contemporary issues.

Well-informed reflection on the diversity of contemporary Aboriginal arts, literature, and media.

Well-considered reflection on the student’s own learning about intercultural communication and understanding from different sources.
	Well-considered and mostly clear and structured communication of informed ideas in different forms.

	C
	Competent knowledge and understanding of the diversity of Aboriginal peoples, lands, and cultures.

Appropriate understanding of how the Dreaming links to particular lands, languages, and people.

Generally informed understanding of different perspectives on invasion/settlement.
	Informed analysis and understanding of Aboriginal perspectives on one or more contemporary issues.

Informed reflection on the diversity of contemporary Aboriginal arts, literature, and media.

Some considered reflection on the student’s own learning about intercultural communication and understanding from different sources.
	Appropriate and generally clear and structured communication of informed ideas in different forms.

	D
	Awareness and some understanding of the diversity of Aboriginal peoples, lands, and cultures.

Recognition of one or more ways in which the Dreaming links to particular lands, languages, and people. 

Some recognition of different perspectives on invasion/settlement.
	Consideration and some description of one or more Aboriginal perspectives on a contemporary issue.

Basic consideration of some aspects of contemporary Aboriginal arts, literature, and/or media.

Basic consideration of the student’s own learning about intercultural communication and understanding from one or more sources.
	Superficial communication of some basic ideas in more than one form.

	E
	Limited knowledge and awareness of the diversity of Aboriginal peoples, lands, and cultures.

Emerging recognition that there are links between the Dreaming and particular lands, languages, and people. 

Some awareness that there are different perspectives on invasion/settlement.
	Limited description of one or more Aboriginal perspectives on a contemporary issue.

Identification of one or more aspects of contemporary Aboriginal arts, literature, or media.

Attempted consideration of the student’s own learning about an aspect of intercultural communication and understanding from one source.
	Attempted communication of an idea or ideas.





Additional comments





Communication


Communicates informed ideas in an insightful, clear, and structured way throughout the response. The teacher would need to consider more than one assessment response to be able to assess how the student communicates ‘in a range of forms’.





Analysis and Reflection


Reflects on the Colour Blind film in context with other contemporary Aboriginal media (i.e. Colour Blind film and Bush Mechanics website) in an insightful way.


Reflects on the student’s own learning about intercultural communication and understanding in an insightful  and thorough way (including paragraphs over-page).





Analysis and Reflection 


Reflects on the student’s own learning about intercultural communication and understanding in an insightful and thorough way (see also previous page).





Analysis and Reflection 


Analysis and understanding of how Bush Mechanics series and website shows Warlpiri people’s adaptation of culture and skills, and sense of humour to amuse but also educate a range of audiences in an insightful and thorough way.
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