STAGE 1 CREATIVE ARTS

ASSESSMENT TYPE 1: PRODUCT

(PART 1: SUPPORT MATERIALS)
Journal One
In our first lesson we talked about the arts extravaganza and what we would be doing as a group of musicians. We are going to compose a song as part of a group. We have to form our own groups and work together to write a song based on the ideas of professional musicians and then perform the song at the extravaganza after practicing it.

I am working with, XX and YY and we are going to work together to write a song. We formed our group because we have worked together before in music and we all like the music of Led Zeppelin who are really cool. We like the style of their riffs which are hard hitting. We think we will make our song a bit like that. We decided we were going to write the lyrics and music as a group. I am the singer of the group and play rhythm guitar and I think I will be the main lyric writer. XX plays base and YY lead. We don’t have a drummer, and we will need to get someone to fill in the beat when we record the song and when we give the performance at the arts extravaganza.
Journal Two
We worked on the music this week. YY come up with some good riffs and we tried to put them together but it didn’t work. We had to play around with the order a bit. XX kept arguing, so we didn’t get as much done as we would have liked. None of us write music notation, but we recorded the chords. As usual YY improvised and the trouble with that is he can’t remember the melody each time we play. I suppose the more we work together, the more it will sink in so he can remember.
Journal Three
Mr AA organised a musician in residence, BB, to come in and work with all groups. He is a music producer and song writer who was greatly influenced by the music of Paul Kelly. He uses Cubase and Logic to record his songs and he will be helping us to record our songs in a few weeks time. He spoke to all of us and showed us how he composed his songs. He uses Sibelius a software package attached to a key board, but we wont be able to use this as we don’t know our music theory well enough. He explained how to structure a song. How to use riffs, melody, chorus, verses and talked about use of the ‘bridge’ which I think is meant to mean to return to a chorus. He said that he sometimes has an idea for a song’s lyrics before the music, but I don’t see how we could work in that way. I think the music comes first. It will be great when he comes back to give us feedback on our song and then help us record it. 

Next lesson we played and practised the riff we agreed on and worked on the lyrics, started with the chorus but we couldn’t agree on the main ideas. We want it to sound great so we decided it was time to listen to Led zeppelin to get some ideas.
Everyone knows ‘stairway to heaven’ so I was not going to do it and instead listened to other tracks off the ‘fourth Album’ sometimes referred to as the “Four Symbols”. It was released in 1971, but the style of rock is still really cool to us young musicians today. The album includes “Misty Mountain Hop’ and “Rock and roll’. Robert Plant is the vocalist and he cuts through the instrumentals with his high register ‘wailing’ as some people put it. In this album, lead guitar Jimmy Page is at his brilliant best. The best song on the Album is “black dog” which I will now review in detail.
Black Dog.

This song is meant to be about a black dog that wandered around the Headley Grange studios during recording, but it is hard to see how the lyrics came from this idea as the song is all about wanting a woman. In the first verse the words say “Hey, hey mama, said the way you move, Goin’ make you sweat, goin’ make you groove”.. The fourth verse includes the words “ I don’t know, But I been told….. A big legged women ain’t got no soul.” He could have been inspired by the shape of the dogs hind legs!   The most likely reason is that he wrote the lyrics first and then as they were working on the music, the black dog came in and they were looking for a song title so used the incident to name the song.
The riff for this song is one of the best I have ever heard and was written by the base player John Jones. The song is constructed using two different choruses each used twice and five different verses. The verses don’t really tell a story. They are more a random collection of partly rhyming lines about a woman, what she is like, how she moves, what she mustn’t do and what she should do. The last verse appeals for any woman to make the composer/singer happy. This theme is typical of many rock songs and is what we will work on for our own composition.
The guitar work is fairly heavily layered with Jimmy Page over dubbing four separate tracks. The sounds at the beginning are Jimmy page warming up his guitar. He called it “waking up the army of guitars” Drummer, Bonzo's beat is so "off-beat" and complex while Jimmy Page's multiple guitars sound like chainsaws and sirens.
The song is a very bluesy style and I think is one of Roberts Plants best vocals. The only other song that I think he sings better is “when the Levee Breaks” which is straight blues.
I found a chord tab on www.azchords.com. I will show this to XX and YY to see if it will help us compose our own song.


Black Dog - Led Zeppelin  
   verse riff  
G :-----5-7h95h6h75--5----------------|
D :-567--7---------7--7--7------------|
A :7---7----------------7--5-5--------|
E :-----------------------8-8-55------|
   
   interlude  
G :-------------------------------5-7h95h6h75-5---------|
D :-----5------5------5-------567--7---------7-7-7------|
A :-567--7--57--7-567--7--57-7---7--------------7--5-5--|
E :7---7--78--7--7---7--78--7---------------------8-8-55|
   
   chorus  
G :-----------------------------------|
D :--------------------------------/7-|
A :0----0----0-3-0-0----0----0-3-0----|
E :-2120-2120-------2120-2120---------|
   
   second chorus
G :-----------------------------------|----|
D :-----------------------------------|----|
A :------------3----------/7-/5-------|0---|
E :53-5-2--53-5-5--53-5-2-------------|----|

Journal Four
We got the chorus done and it sounds cool. It’s about a rock band and about a girl in the audience. We were told by the musician in residence, BB to keep things simple, so we went for a one line lyric repeated over and over.

We tried several ideas:

“Oh yeah I like what I see baby”

“little girl you look so fine baby”

“I like the way you move girl”

“Hey what you talking about baby”
“You give me what I want woman” (perhaps too mature a line)

We are thinking at this stage that “Hey yeah what you talking about baby” has the correct number of syllables for the riff and is a good start for the lyrics. Some of the other lines could be parts of verses.

We still have to work on the verses and music. 

Journal Five
XX didn’t come in this week so me and YY worked on the rest of the lyrics. We got a bit done and made it clearer what we are trying to do with the lyrics. The idea is that we are singing to a particular babe in the audience. We think that we should focus more on the opposite sex (like in Black Dog), so that we are showing how we have been inspired by Zeppelin and this particular track.
Some of the lyrics we came up with were in the first verse:

“Hey little girl what is going on?

Can you see us here as we play on

It wont be long before we do our thing
Yeah we like what we see as we sing

And then in another verse

“Hey little girl you are looking so fine

Yeah baby you are moving so fine
“so you had better come and see the show 

you are the one we want so go baby go.”
This isn’t a bad start, but no doubt we will change these a bit as we practice and structure the song.
Journal Six
We got a bit done and fixed the chorus which was sounding bad. YY added a few more riffs to the song and we played around with different structures
We ended up with:

Intro Opening Riff played twice first

First verse

Chorus with 6X the line

Lead solo

Second verse

Chorus with 6 X the line

Lead solo repeated
Journal Seven
We only have two weeks left to practice. XX was there so we could have a good practice. It sounded great just what we wanted. I like the bit we did with the intro which sounds just like Led Zep. XX had trouble with the riffs but I kept the pacing/timing pretty good. YY sounded great. 

Journal Eight
BB came in the other day. First lesson all of our groups performed our songs and he took notes. Some of the others compositions were very good and some were not so good, but none of the others were hard bluesy rock like ours. When we got our feedback I was surprised that we weren’t told off about our lyrics. In fact BB said that we might like to consider making them a bit more ‘edgy’ to fit the style of the music. He suggested a few changes to the structure of the song, including getting rid of the second lead solo and instead coming up with a different ending. He also suggested that our 6 line repeated chorus is typical of the style, but that we should make the third and sixth line slightly different. 

We had to quickly make some of these changes this week and as we practiced we could see that the advice we were given would help our composition. 
Journal Nine
We had to record last week. We used ZZ who is a good drummer (for the school band) and he quickly picked up what he needed to do and practiced a couple of times with us. We had a few practices altogether but didn’t always sound as good as we wanted. BB recorded a few goes and then together we chose the best one.

We had to perform in the gym at lunchtime. We were on third act. Set up was a nightmare as we had different instruments everywhere. It is a good job Mr AA was organized and did sound checks etc before we started. We started nervously, but we got better as we found our timing and ZZ was awesome on the drums. A few of the kids in the audience moved and waved their arms a bit and that made us feel good.
Our performance late that evening was better as we started a lot more confidently and we got into ‘the groove’ quickly. I moved around a bit and got into it.  We all helped out with various jobs on the night. I was happy to look after equipment and pack up every thing at the end.
Reflection
I think that I did a good job of my contribution to the Arts Extravaganza and used my compositional skills to come up with lyrics and help with the structure of the song. I think I expressed my self through our music well. I was pleased with my performance skills as for the first time I moved around to the music. I know I haven’t the greatest voice, but I thought I hit the notes correctly and delivered a hard rocking style.
Our song was an original composition, although heavily modeled on the style of Led Zeppelin and “Black Dog”. It was good to base our new song on something else as it gave us a focus. We could have been wasting a lot of time searching for ideas if we hadn’t done this. I’m not sure if we stuck to the ‘fantasy’ theme too well, but no one picked us up on this.

 It was great to work with BB on song writing skills. We learnt a lot from him and his feedback made our composition a lot better. I thought that his comment about making a new ending made us think again and the structure of the song was much better with only one lead solo.

I enjoyed working with the other two band members and it was great to work with ZZ who is a great drummer and picked a great back beat straight away when we were rehearsing towards the end. I think that we all had roughly equal say in what we did although XX was away a couple of times and perhaps did not contribute as many ideas as me and YY did. We worked well together when recording and performing and ended up with a fairly tight performance last Friday evening.
ASSESSMENT TYPE 1: PRODUCT (PART 2: CREATIVE ARTS PRODUCT)

The accompanying sound file demonstrates:


Performance Standards for Stage 1 Creative Arts

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Practical Application
	Investigation and Interpretation
	Reflection

	A
	In-depth knowledge and understanding of core concepts specific to relevant creative arts discipline(s).

Accurate and appropriate understanding and use of language specific to relevant creative arts discipline(s). 

In-depth knowledge of a broad range of creative arts media, materials, techniques, processes, and technologies.
	Creative and clear expression and communication of ideas relevant to the program focus.

Discerning use of the creative arts process in the development and presentation of well-refined creative arts product(s).

Selective and productive approaches appropriate to the creative arts process. 

Refined and integrated application of practical skills, techniques, and processes.
	Astute identification and use, and thorough acknowledgment, of a variety of appropriate sources.

Clear and perceptive interpretation of the ideas of creative arts practitioners. 

Well-planned and in-depth investigation into the nature and processes of working productively in the creative arts.
	Insightful appraisal of creative arts products in terms of practitioners’ ideas, processes, and decision-making.

Insightful reflection on personal creative arts ideas, opinions, and skills relevant to the program focus.

	B
	Some depth of knowledge and understanding of core concepts specific to relevant creative arts discipline(s). 

Mostly accurate and appropriate understanding and use of language specific to relevant creative arts discipline(s).

Some depth of knowledge of creative arts media, materials, techniques, processes, and technologies.
	Thoughtful and mostly clear expression and communication of ideas relevant to the program focus.

Well-considered use of the creative arts process in the development and presentation of polished creative arts product(s).

Productive approaches to the creative arts process, with some originality.

Generally integrated application, with some refinement, of practical skills, techniques, and processes.
	Well-considered identification, use, and acknowledgment of different sources. 

Clear interpretation of the ideas of creative arts practitioners.

Mostly well-planned and detailed investigation into the nature and processes of working productively in the creative arts.
	Some depth of appraisal of creative arts products in terms of practitioners’ ideas, processes, and decision-making. 

Thoughtful reflection on personal creative arts ideas, opinions, and skills relevant to the program focus.

	C
	Appropriate knowledge and understanding of core concepts specific to relevant creative arts discipline(s).

Generally appropriate understanding and use of language specific to creative arts discipline(s).

Knowledge of key creative arts media, materials, techniques, processes, and technologies.
	Generally considered and clear expression and communication of ideas relevant to the program focus.

Competent use of the creative arts process in the development and presentation of appropriate creative arts product(s).

Generally productive approaches to the creative arts process. 

Competent application of key practical skills, techniques, and processes.
	Considered identification, use, and acknowledgment of appropriate sources. 

Generally clear interpretation of the ideas of creative arts practitioners. 

Competent investigation into the nature and processes of working productively in the creative arts.
	Competent appraisal of creative arts products in terms of practitioners’ ideas, processes, and decision-making.

Considered reflection on personal creative arts ideas, opinions, and skills relevant to the program focus.

	D
	Some basic knowledge of selected core concepts.

Use of some terms that may be relevant to creative arts discipline(s). 

Recognition of some aspects of creative arts media, materials, techniques, processes, or technologies.
	Basic expression of an idea that may be relevant to the program focus.

Some use of the creative arts process in the development and/or presentation of a basic creative arts product.

Some basic participation in aspects of a creative arts process.

Some application of a practical skill, technique, or process.
	Identification and some use of sources that could inform the creative arts process.

Basic description of the ideas of a creative arts practitioner. 

Some basic investigation of the nature of, or processes relevant to, working in the creative arts.
	Recognition and description of a practitioner’s idea, intention, process, or decision in creative arts products.

Superficial consideration of personal creative arts ideas, opinions, and/or skills with some relevance to the program focus.

	E
	Some recognition of one or more selected core concepts.

Limited use of terms that may be relevant to creative arts discipline(s). 

Emerging awareness of creative arts media, materials, techniques, processes, or technologies.
	Attempted expression of an idea that may be relevant to the program focus.

Attempted use of the creative arts process in the limited development or presentation of a creative arts product.

Attempted participation in aspects of a creative arts process.

Attempted application of a practical skill, technique, or process.
	Identification and use of a source.

Attempted description of the ideas of a creative arts practitioner.

Identification of one or more processes relevant to working in the creative arts.
	Some identification of a practitioner’s intention or process in a creative arts product.

Attempted consideration of a personal creative arts idea, opinion, or skill with limited relevance to the program focus.


This exemplar was developed under the 2014 Subject Outline. Please refer to the current subject outline for word count (or equivalent oral/multi-media) limits





Practical Application


Demonstrates some ability to collaborate productively with others in developing approaches to writing a song.





Investigation and Interpretation


Demonstrated a generally clear interpretation of a musician’s work to inform own composition.





Reflection


Appraised Zeppelin’s “black dog” in terms of ideas, processes and decision making in a generally competent way.





Practical Application


Some use of the creative arts process in the development of the composition in the rock style.





Practical Application


Developed ideas for the composition in a generally competent way.





Practical Application


Generally considered and clear expression which was appropriate to the composition in the chosen music style.





Practical Application


Competently used the creative arts process to develop ideas for the composition and to practice it.





Practical Application


Demonstrated generally productive and collaborative approaches to the creative arts process.





Practical Application


Competently applied key practical techniques and processes to work creatively on composition and performance skills.





Reflection


Considered reflection on own ideas, opinions and skills in music composition and performance.





Practical Application


Competent application of key practical skills, techniques and processes of music composition and performance.





Practical Application


Generally considered expression, which communicates creative arts ideas through music composition and performance.





Additional comments


This student completed a competent appraisal of Zepplin’s ‘Black Dog’ and recognised and described the work of the visiting musician. (The task design specifies at least two appraisals)


The journal entries reveal several different examples of using the creative process which collectively suggest competent development of the composition and performance.
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