Stage 2 Religion Studies 
Assessment Type 4: Investigation 
Tips for Students 
Choosing a topic 
Remember to stay within the requirements of the subject outline. Your teacher will be able to guide you in relation to these requirements so it is important to communicate regularly with your teacher in order to ensure your investigation meets the requirements of the subject. 
Keep these points in mind when choosing a topic: 
Make sure that you are able to find relevant and appropriate information, including both primary and secondary data. 
Check that your topic allows you to respond in a way that addresses the performance standards. 
Ensure that your topic allows you to respond appropriately within the word limit. If your topic is very broad, consider narrowing your focus. If you are struggling for information, consider changing the topic. 
Most investigations require community viewpoints and feedback. Select a topic that is relevant to at least some members of your community. This is particularly true of topics that require you to collect primary information through surveys or interviews. 
Ideally, choose an issue in which you are interested. 
If you select a particularly contentious topic, ensure that you can be objective. If you cannot separate strongly-held social or religious beliefs related to a particular topic, consider choosing something else. Investigations should be objective. 
Consider topics which allow you to demonstrate higher-order research and analytical skills. 
Struggling for a topic? Consider these strategies: 
Take note of the topics covered in the school based work in which you were interested. Discuss these with your teacher to see if there is a related issue to investigate. 
Keep an eye on the media. Newspapers often cover issues of community interest, and can reflect topics or issues that are contentious. 
Look at different political parties; their policies may include a religious issue. 
Read the TV guide carefully to seek out documentaries or news programs that may cover an issue of interest. 
Browse category-based search engines which group web pages into topic areas. These sites are often monitored by subject experts who regularly update new pages of interest. 
Local and regional topics are definitely worthwhile and strongly recommended. You may have some idea about such a topic already, and you will be able to access community resources. In addition, these topics tend to fit into the 'unique' category. 
Planning your research 
It may be helpful to devise a series of focus questions to divide your hypothesis into manageable parts. This may not be essential, but can enable you to better investigate your topic. Three or four focusing questions in an investigation of up to 1000 or 2000 words may help you to address each part of your topic in a sub-section. 
These focus questions can act as sub-headings in your report. So instead of writing one 1000 or 2000 word report, you might write the report in 500-word sections (plus introductions etc.). 
For example: 
Devising focusing questions can help guide your research, and identify resources that you need to help you address your hypothesis. 
Finding appropriate sources 
Successful investigations often focus on primary information, such as surveys, interviews and/or personal observations. Secondary information should be used for background, and to support or refute your primary information. For example, if you have a quote from an interview, and you find some secondary information that backs up the quote, you should include it in your investigation. Likewise, if you find secondary information that is inconsistent with your survey data, you should make reference to it. 
Try to identify an expert on your topic in the community who you can interview. If this cannot be done, then interview someone by phone or email. Your interviewee needs to be an expert or have an informed understanding of the issue you are considering. Use a survey if you want information from the general public. However, you need to ensure you survey an appropriate sample group that is relevant to your research and does not solely focus upon peers. 
Keep these points in mind when interviewing: 
· Determine what you need to find out, and then structure your questions accordingly. 
· Keep your questions clear and concise. 
· If possible, provide copies of the questions in advance. 
· Ask to record the interview. 
· Ensure anonymity when necessary (particularly important where privacy is required). 
· Frame questions in the most balanced way you can. Avoid antagonistic or argumentative style questions. 
· If necessary, find a time to ask any follow up questions that you may have. 
· Thank interviewees for their time. 
Do not state that a person's views are wrong. Instead say, ‘xxxx’s strong political viewpoints may be influencing his opinion, and we need to consider his views with care.' 
Constructing your report 
1. Start your report with a clear and succinct introduction. If you have used focusing questions, these can form the sub-headings of the main body of your report. If your research led you to change your initial questions, then rewrite them to show this change in direction. Include a conclusion which summarises your investigation and clearly and directly addresses your hypothesis. 
2. Maintain a consistent form of referencing. Common practice is to use in-text referencing. Refer to the SACE Board guidelines for referencing on the SACE Board website. 
3. Include a bibliography that correctly cites all the sources that you used in your report. Do not include a background reading list or any sources that you may have read but did not directly refer to in your report. 
4. Do not go beyond the word limit, as anything you write after the word limit will not be marked either by your teacher or the external marker. 
Using photos, graphs, tables and other supporting materials 
Visual support material should be included. Most investigations will benefit if relevant tables, graphs, photos, maps etc. are included, as visual information often supports a written argument. 
The key word is relevant. Make reference to any support materials in your writing. 
If you conduct a survey as part of your research, constructing a graph of the results is an excellent way of including relevant visual materials. 
Remember to proofread your investigation carefully. 
Examples of topics and areas of interest: (note: questions or hypothesis need to be developed for the listed areas of interest) 
· What are the views of Catholic people towards the legalisation of euthanasia? 
· Should women be ordained to the priesthood in the Roman Catholic Church? 
· To what extent, if any, do Roman Catholics accept contraception? 
· How and why does the Catholic Church differ from the Uniting Church on the issue of remarriage of divorced people? 
· How well is the sacrament of Confirmation understood by its participants? 
· Do religious values affect people's views on the issue of reconciliation between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous Australia? 
· Why are the numbers of people entering the Catholic priesthood in Australia diminishing? 
· How do indigenous women in Adelaide express their spirituality today? 
· What is the significance of the parable of the loaves and the fishes for contemporary Christians? 
· How does the ceremony of Baptism differ between the Greek orthodox and Catholic Churches? 
· What is the significance of the symbol of the lotus in Buddhism? 
· The importance of meditation in the Buddhist tradition. 
· Buddhist concepts of the afterlife. 
· How stewardship of the earth emerged as a religious concept. 
· The role and importance of Mary MacKillop for Australian Catholics. 
· The importance of World Youth Day in revitalising religion. 
· The use of music in Seventh Day Adventist churches. 
· The extent to which street preaching is successful in promoting the gospel. 
· The importance of religion in East Timor.
Page 1 of 3
Stage 2 Religion Studies Advice and Strategies


Ref: A288211 (August 2013)


© SACE Board of South Australia 2013


