RESEARCH PROJECT: ETHICAL RESEARCH
‘Students and teachers must take responsibility to ensure that the research question and research methodology adopted do not compromise the principles of honest and ethical research…’
(SACE Board Ethical Conduct of Research Policy)

The following information aims to support schools in this responsibility, recognising that individual schools will develop their own guidelines and procedures in this area.
A. Key SACE documents regarding ethical research

Ethical Conduct of Research http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/about/policies This detailed policy document outlines principles and relevant legislation. It includes information about;

· conducting research that is honest, ethical and has integrity.
· breaches of rules, 
· conducting research with and about Aboriginal/Torres Strait Islander Peoples 
· levels of intervention in student work by teachers and others.

Ethical Research – Guidelines for Students http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/the-sace/students-families/exams/research-advice  This document is a one page summary for students.
Supervision and Verification of students’ work  http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/about/policies
This policy and set of procedures outlines the supervision and verification of school assessment and external assessment student work in the SACE.
Evaluating Research Sources  http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/the-sace/students-families/exams/research-advice This document focuses upon internet research and the evaluation of information from the web.
Guidelines for referencing  http://www.sace.sa.edu.au/the-sace/students-families/exams/research-advice This document gives detailed information about how to reference different types of information.
B. A diagram outlining the main features of ethical research

This diagram is intended for use with students and outlines the main features of ethical research. (see over )
C. Ethical considerations: classroom topics for discussion

This document is designed to be used in the classroom with students and to stimulate discussion and awareness about ethical considerations associated with the Research Project. (see over )
C. ETHICAL RESEARCH AND THE RESEARCH PROJECT: WHAT DOES THIS MEAN IN PRACTICE?
Every person involved in research activities needs to be protected from harm

D: Ethical considerations: classroom topics for discussion 

What specific ethical considerations may be involved in:

1. Interviewing other Year 12 students about a question
2. Filming people you don’t know and using the footage in a documentary

3. Filming people you do know and using the footage in a documentary

4. Using a well known logo on a poster

5. Undertaking a specialist diet to research the effects upon the human body

6. Teaching younger students a particular skill e.g. skateboarding

7. Quoting people you interview

8. Using other Year 12 students as a trial participant or tester

9. Using YouTube clips to make a ‘mashup’
10. Publishing your Research Project online

11. Interviewing residents of an Elderly Care Home

12. Conducting surveys with people you don’t know

13. Interviewing people who have English as their second language

14. Taking Year 8 school students to the zoo

15. Asking one group of students for information about another group of students 

16. Conducting observational research in a kindergarten

17. Using another student’s work in your research project

18. Using ‘Facebook’ for your research

19. Using somebody’s idea about a research method

20. Using the machines in the Design and Technology rooms for your research

21. Using animals in your research

22. Having research questions related to ‘crime’ or ‘extreme sport’ 

23. Downloading pictures from the Internet

24. Using a personal letter as a source for your research

25. Asking very personal questions of people

26. Using your work from another subject in your research project

27. Using ‘cut and paste’ extracts from the Internet

28. Involving someone with a mental illness in your research

29. Interviewing someone from a particular religious background

30. Your reaction to someone who no longer wishes to be part of your research

31. Conducting research within a business

32. Conducting a scientific experiment

Ensure that confidential and anonymous responses contributing towards your research are respected and maintained.





Ask permission from people to use and/or publish their information/ images in your research.








Ensure that every person who is involved in your research in any way has clear information about the nature and purpose of the research and how you intend to use their information.





Acknowledge all


sources.





Avoid plagiarism.





Ensure that confidential and sensitive research material is stored safely and securely. Delete materials that are no longer required. 





Treat all people with equal respect and be sensitive to other people’s feelings.





Avoid situations where one group of people is put at a disadvantage, or suffers harm, at the expense of another.





Ensure that your research does not exploit vulnerable people or vulnerable groups within society. 





 Remember to ensure your own safety as well as that of other participants.





Avoid fabrication and falsification.





Respect copyright.





Avoid putting undue pressure on people to take part in your research.





Allow people who have contributed towards your research to withdraw their participation and information at any time without question.





Try to avoid overburdening any particular person or group of people whilst conducting your research.








INTEGRITY AND HONESTY








RESPECT FOR OTHER PEOPLE


Respect for people’s rights, beliefs, perceptions, customs and cultural heritage.
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