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EXTRAORDINARY LEARNING
Driven by curiosity and challenge. Inspiring passion and confidence.

OUR VISION



About us…

We lead the reform of 
science and 
mathematics education

An open building design 
that changes with our 
students’ needs

A senior secondary 
school located at 
Flinders University

We support professional 
learning for educators by 
educators

Year 10/11s study a 2 
year interdisciplinary 
curriculum

A strong focus on learner 
agency



Our Journey So Far



The ASMS Graduate

 Started with ASMS developed Capabilities
 In 2015, adopted General Capabilities as 

organisers
 Students gather evidence over three years 

in a electronic portfolio
 Used progressively for Learning 

Conversations 



But we wanted more…

 Develop student agency of their learning using a 
capabilities lens to monitor their growth

 Support school community to embrace 
capabilities

 Support curriculum planning to be capabilities-
centric



So, what did we do?

 Developed ‘Graduate Capabilities’ for each general 
capability

 Incorporated GCs into all lesson plans
 Developed a database to map curriculum against 

capabilities as well as content
 Made capabilities a school focus through 

professional learning
 Explicitly taught students about GCs and provided 

scaffolds to support them



Student and Staff 
responses



What the teachers said…



contd

Member PLC? 
No                           Yes

Assessed PLP?  No                   Yes

Have read about capabilities?
No                   Yes



What the students said…

• They liked the revised scaffold to help them create a capabilities focus in report                 
comments

• Some students are ‘sick of capabilities’ – embedding value and relevance for all is 
necessary

• Most value it highly and now actively search for opportunities to evidence their 
growth



Student comments on capabilities in 
reports



Where to next?

 More sophisticated analysis in the works using full 
year data sets.

 Many numerical techniques aren’t easy to use for this 
data set 

 Investigate correlations with other capability 
assessments eg through rubrics, to identify which 
measures are meaningful

 Work with others to progress this work



“ Any intelligent fool can make 
things bigger and more 
complex… It takes a touch of 
genius – and a lot of courage to 
move in the opposite direction.
E.F. Schumacher
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THANKS!
Any questions?

You can contact us on
Matthew.Verdon@asms.sa.edu.au

Glenys.Thompson@asms.sa.edu.au
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