
Indigenous People and Tourism: Australia & Canada
Introduction

The term Indigenous person is used to describe any ethnic group of people who are native to a land or region,
 considered to be the first peoples of a particular destination. Indigenous tourism is a 'niche market' or 'special interest" sector and includes a wide range of experiences such as cultural events, performances, food, history, and dances to be shared with tourists. It is based on the cultural aspects of traditional Indigenous lifestyles.

The two Indigenous groups I will be discussing and comparing are Aborigines from Australia and the Aboriginal peoples in Canada. Approximately 400,000 Aborigines make up about 2% of Australia's total population.
 

History

Aborigines were the first people to live in Australia and arrived around 60,000 years ago. They comprise 500-600 distinct groups, and they lived in family groups, hunting, fishing and food gathering. The Inuits reached Canadian Arctic before 1000 AD and continue to live on the coastal areas of the Arctic tundra in Canada.
 The Inuit traditionally hunted for seals, whales, polar bears, caribou, and birds. Inuit people invented the kayak and used small boats to hunt for marine animals.
	Student inserted an unreferenced image of the map of ‘Aboriginal Australia’.

The above picture shows the land of the aborigines, the different colours represent the distinct groups
	Student inserted an unreferenced image

The above picture shows the homeland areas of the Inuit peoples


Environmental aspects: 

· Destruction/deterioration of the natural environment

· Increased water usage, pollution, waste, energy consumption

Aboriginal people have a special connection with their land, giving them an identity and a sense of belonging.
 An example of this is Uluru, a major tourist attraction and an internationally recognized symbol of Australia. Although the Anangu traditional owners have not closed the Uluru climb; they prefer that visitors choose to respect their law and culture by not climbing the rock because of its spiritual significance.
 Uluru faces many negative impacts to its environment, such as trampling, flora destruction, fauna disturbance, habitat loss, and global climate change.

Assabaska Ojibway Heritage Park in Canada is operated by the Assabaska Ojibway First Nations. It promotes sustainable tourism for its natural attractions such as species and habitats found in the park, wildlife, and flora and fauna.
 A comparison of the two cultures indicates that they promote sustainable tourism for their wildlife, flora and fauna.

Role of Government and organisations
The role of the government is important to increase Indigenous tourism growth. For example, almost 40 people from tourism, government and Indigenous organisations and individuals attended a one day work shop at the Indigenous tourism in the Kimberley, Western Australia. The aim was to support what would be best for natural and cultural resource management.
 The government of Canada announced a $5 million to support the Aboriginal Tourism Association of British Columbia.
 By comparison Aboriginal Tourism Australia (ATA) is an organisation formed by Indigenous tourism operators to support the Indigenous people's involvement in the tourism industry. The organisation assures that Australia's tourism experience is enriched by its culture, values, and spiritual connection to the land. The Aboriginal Tourism Team Canada has invested $599000 to develop arid promote Canada's Aboriginal tourism sector.

Socio-Cultural aspects: 

Socio-cultural impacts are related to the social and cultural practices, beliefs and traditions within a particular society.

In Australia Indigenous tourism focuses on Aboriginal ritual ceremonies involving sacred sites, song cycles accompanied by dance, and body painting. Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park in Australia is a good example of socio-cultural impacts of tourism. Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park is a tourist destination which features the Djabugay culture. The benefits of tourism identified included a revival of Djabugay culture and increased cross-cultural understanding.
 Similarly traditional storytelling, mythology, and dancing remain important parts of the Inuit culture. Turtle Island Tourism in Canada is a tourism site, in the same way as Uluru, which provides tourist experience in their culture. 

Economic aspects: 

Indigenous tourism can provide economic independence amongst communities and help preserve the diverse cultures. The major similarity between the two countries is the economic opportunities available. Tourism can help generate more income because when tourists spend their money using local services, buying local supplies, buying Indigenous artefacts, and participating on tour guide performers, the sites use that money to expand local services and stimulate regional development opportunities. About 130,000 international visitors spent $11.5 million on purchasing Indigenous art or craft in 2006. Indigenous tourism businesses in Canada directly employ 32,613 people. Tourism expenditures on Indigenous tourism in Canada products total $474 million.
 

Trends and the future

In order to maintain Indigenous tourism and tourist numbers, both Australia and Canada need to assure that they meet all the sustainability needs. Australia and Canada satisfy some the environmental conditions, many of the socio-cultural and all of the economic impacts. For Indigenous tourism to remain sustainable in the future, these concerns must be addressed. A balance must be found between usage and the negative impacts so that there is continuous change to ensure that sustainability is being managed.

Conclusion 

The major similarity is that both Indigenous tourism cultures provide socio-cultural impacts of tourism benefits relating to their social and cultural practices, beliefs and traditions within their society to preserving and enriching their Indigenous cultures and practices. Another similarity is that it has economic benefits for the region, promotes diversification and employment opportunities.

Research has highlighted that the growth of people going to places such as Uluru to climb the rock has had a negative impact on its sustainability and environmental policies due to impacts of plants and animals and global climate change. 

In conclusion money spent by the government to support the Aboriginal Tourism Association of British Columbia and the investment from the Aboriginal Tourism Team Canada will help promote Indigenous tourism for Canada and will benefit their tourism industry. There will need to be more workshops in the future involving governments and Indigenous organisations to benefit Indigenous tourism fir Australia.

Evaluation 

I found it very interesting learning about the similarities of the Aboriginal people and the Inuit's. They are both important as they manage sustainability and focus on generating income.

Throughout the assignment I have found the resources useful. They are secondary resources as I was unable to use any primary resources.
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	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Investigation and Application
	Communication

	A
	In-depth understanding of simple and complex tourism knowledge.

In-depth knowledge and comprehensive understanding of tourism concepts and  models in different contexts. 
	Comprehensive interpretation and critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and contemporary issues.

Insightful evaluation of the validity, bias, and accuracy of sources of information.

Perceptive analysis and evaluation of tourism concepts and models.

Perceptive and well-supported development of informed opinions, conclusions, and recommendations. 
	Insightful investigation and critical analysis of both obvious and subtle connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Comprehensive and diverse application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Comprehensive and systematic approach to investigation of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Clear and convincing application of tourism knowledge, and tourism concepts and models, in different contexts.
	Highly effective, coherent, and concise communication of well-informed and well-supported ideas about tourism, using forms well-suited to the purpose and audience.

Insightful, clear, and appropriate use of a wide range of tourism terminology.

Most effective incorporation of relevant graphical and visual representations. 

Appropriate and consistent acknowledgment of a diverse range of sources.

	B
	Some depth in understanding of simple and complex tourism knowledge. 

Detailed knowledge and well-informed understanding of tourism concepts and models in different contexts. 
	Well-informed and detailed interpretation and critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and contemporary issues.

Well-considered evaluation of the validity, bias, and accuracy of sources of information.

Well-informed and detailed analysis and evaluation of tourism concepts and models.

Thoughtful and broad development of informed opinions, conclusions, and recommendations. 
	Focused investigation and critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Diverse and competent application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Systematic approach to investigation of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Sustained application of tourism knowledge, and tourism concepts and models in different contexts.
	Effective and coherent communication of informed and mostly supported ideas about tourism, using forms that suit the purpose and audience.

Mostly clear and appropriate use of a range of tourism terminology.

Effective incorporation of relevant graphical and visual representations.

Generally appropriate and consistent acknowledgment of a range of sources.

	C
	General understanding of tourism knowledge.

Knowledge and informed understanding of tourism concepts and models in different contexts. 
	Competent interpretation and some critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends, developments, and contemporary issues.

Some considered evaluation of the validity, bias, or accuracy of sources of information.

Informed analysis and some evaluation of tourism concepts and models.

Appropriate development of informed opinions, conclusions, or recommendations. 
	Investigation and some critical analysis of connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Some considered application of practical tourism skills in different contexts.

Some focused investigation into aspects of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Competent application of tourism knowledge and tourism concepts in different contexts, and limited application of tourism models.
	Effective communication of informed ideas about tourism, using forms that mostly suit the purpose and audience.

Mostly appropriate use of tourism terminology.

Inclusion of some relevant graphical and visual representations.

Some consistency in the use of appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Basic understanding of simple tourism knowledge.

Some recognition and understanding of tourism concepts and possibly models in different contexts. 
	Some consideration and attempted interpretation of different perspectives on a tourism trend, development, and/or contemporary issue. 

Superficial consideration of the validity, bias, or accuracy of one or more sources of information.
Some consideration and description of tourism concepts or models.

Partial development of opinions, conclusions, or recommendations, with some supporting evidence. 
	Identification of some connections between primary and secondary sources of information.

Partial application of practical tourism skills in one or more contexts.

Inconsistent approach to investigation into aspects of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Superficial application of tourism knowledge, tourism concepts, or tourism models.
	Superficial communication of ideas about tourism, with some linking of forms to the purpose and audience.

Occasional use of tourism terminology that tends to lack contextual relevance.

Inconsistent incorporation of some graphical and visual representations that may have limited relevance.

Inconsistent use of more than one source of information.

	E
	Emerging recognition of aspects of tourism knowledge.

Emerging awareness of tourism concepts or models in one or more contexts.
	Attempted identification of different perspectives on a tourism trend, development, or contemporary issue.

Attempted consideration of bias or accuracy in a source of information.

Some description of a tourism concept or model.

Attempted development or expression of an opinion, a conclusion, or a recommendation.
	Attempted identification of a connection between a primary and a secondary source of information.

Some attempted application of practical tourism skills in one or more contexts.

Identification and some description of aspects of tourism trends, developments, or contemporary issues.

Some attempted application of tourism knowledge, tourism concepts, or tourism models.
	Limited communication about any aspects of tourism, with limited relevance of form to the purpose and audience.

Limited use of basic tourism terminology.

Attempted use of a graphical or visual representation, with limited relevance.

Attempted use of one or more sources of information. 


Performance Standards for Stage 2 Tourism
Knowledge and Understanding


Provides some depth in understanding of simple tourism knowledge.





Student inserted an unreferenced image of Uluru.





Student inserted an unreferenced image of dancers labeled Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural Park.





Student inserted an unreferenced image of a dancer labeled


Assabaska Ojibway Heritage Park





Analysis and Evaluation


Displays, at times, competent interpretation and some critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism trends and issues (here and overleaf).





Analysis and Evaluation


Develops some appropriate informed conclusions.





Analysis and Evaluation


Applies some competent interpretation and critical analysis of different perspectives on tourism issues.





Analysis and Evaluation


Provides some well-informed interpretation (but no critical analysis) of tourism trends.





Analysis and Evaluation


Includes appropriate development of conclusions or recommendation.





Analysis and Evaluation


Provides superficial consideration of the validity, bias or accuracy of sources of information.





Additional comments


Illustrative of a “C” grade response.





Knowledge and Understanding


demonstrates general understanding of simple and complex tourism knowledge throughout the case study.


Analysis and Evaluation


although the analysis and evaluation is evident over the ‘D’ to ‘B’ grade bands in the response, on balance it shows ‘informed analysis and some evaluation of tourism concepts and models’.
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