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Minutes

	Meeting:
	AEU – SACE Board Collaborative Working Group
	Date:
	 6 August 2012

	Location:
	Boardroom, SACE Board of South Australia
	Time:
	2.00 – 4.00pm


	 No.
	Item

	1
	Attendees

Paul Kilvert (Chair), David Smith, Mike Williss, Andrew Green, Jan Raymond, Susan Lohmeyer, Jackie Bone-George
Apologies

Nancy Schupelius

	2
	Confirmation of agenda

The agenda was confirmed with no changes.

	3
	 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the previous meeting held 14 May 2012 were accepted with no change.            

	4
	 AEU Consultation / Liaison Items
4.1 SACE First Year Evaluation report
The group discussed the findings and recommendations included in the Panel’s Report arising from the SACE First Year Evaluation:

· The AEU’s SACE Reference Committee has not prepared a formal response to the report yet.

· The AEU noted that matters raised by the AEU were reiterated by other respondents to the Evaluation.
· The Chair noted that the report gave voice to concerns re the SACE. The report also identified that some issues, highlighted by respondents, reflected the “newness” of the SACE while other issues were significant and will require considered reflection and response.
·  The SACE Board noted that, quite apart from the Evaluation and its findings, the SACE Board engages in annual review, monitoring and continuous improvement following each year’s results cycle. 
·  Improvements identified following the 2011 results cycle include the following:

· Removal of the assessment calculator (to reduce workload for teachers) 
· Electronic transfer of results materials (to reduce time required to pack results materials)

· Move to a three-year cycle for Stage 1 moderation 
· Removal of digital upload of the Research Project

· Clarifying forums brought forward; increased focus on teachers’ understanding and application of the performance standards

· Enhancements to DATEX

·  In relation to the Panel’s recommendations re assessment, the Chair indicated that the SACE Board will be looking at increased use of online assessment tools, video-conferencing, communication, etc. 
· The SACE Board’s formal response to the Evaluation Panel’s report will identify the following:

· Capacity building as a priority: providing ongoing support to teachers in understanding the Performance Standards

· Issues that require further analysis and reflection before changes are supported or mooted  
· Issues or suggestions for change that can be addressed now.
OUTCOME/ACTION: 
1. The SACE Board will provide feedback to schools on the Board’s response. 
2. The SACE Board will continue to consult with the AEU. 
3. The AEU will provide feedback to the SACE Board on the response of the AEU’s SACE Reference Committee to the report. 
4.2 Accommodating the needs of ESL students and students with learning difficulties (ongoing discussion item for the agenda)
· The AEU noted that, while the Evaluation Panel’s report considers the needs of low SES and Indigenous students, it does not refer specifically to the needs of ESL students or students with learning disabilities. 
· The SACE Board indicated that it is in discussions with the South Australian Secondary Principals Association (SASPA) regarding these groups of students, with specific reference to how the SACE Board can ensure that there is consistent application of the Performance Standards for all groups of students, including students with learning difficulties. 

· The Chair also noted that a review of the Special Provisions policy is on hold, pending further information on the review of the national Disability Standards. 

   

	5
	SACE Board Consultation / Liaison Items

5.1 Freedom of information – review of SACE Board’s exemption: progress report
The following points were noted:

·  The SACE Board has written to the Board’s designated entities and stakeholders seeking formal consultation on the draft SACE Data and Information Policy and SACE Data and Information Management Framework. 
·  The SACE Board has committed to completing the review of the Board’s FOI exemption by the end of the year. 

·  Considerable effort has been put into developing a model based on the educational use of data and information to enhance student outcomes. 

5.2 Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum: progress report  (ongoing discussion item for the agenda)
The following points were noted:

·  The SACE Board has written to ACARA providing its formal response to the proposed Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum subjects. The SACE Board outlined its concerns which include the following:
· Content-dependent syllabus; there is a lack of coherence in some subject areas. 

· There are conceptual design issues with the achievement standards that should be addressed.

· The SACE Board also indicated to ACARA that its commitment to ACARA’s timelines for implementation of the Curriculum is dependent on the issues identified by the SACE Board being adequately addressed and resolved. Further consultation with the school sectors and stakeholders will continue. 

5.3 Research Project – mid-year results

·  The Chair noted that over 11,000 students’ Research Projects were submitted mid-year, although schools flagged that 17,000 were expected to be submitted. 

· This reflected a cautious approach on behalf of schools. 

· Half of the moderators were new. Teams worked very well and overall the process was very positive. It is clear that teachers’ confidence in teaching the Research Project has increased in twelve months. 

	6
	Any Other Business

· The Chair highlighted communication as a continuous issue for the SACE Board, with specific reference to the changed arrangements for Freedom of Information, the response to the Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum and the SACE First Year Evaluation report. 
· The Chair indicated that the SACE Board welcomes feedback from the AEU on how to best communicate the Board’s position in relation to each of these items/issues. 

· The AEU indicated that it would support the inclusion of articles from the SACE Board in the AEU Journal.

OUTCOME/ACTION: Andrew Green to work with Mike Williss / the AEU on possible articles for inclusion in the AEU Journal.   

	7
	Meeting Closed

The meeting closed at 3.30pm

	8
	Next Meeting

Monday 29 October, 2.00 – 4.00pm, at the SACE Board of South Australia

	9
	Date of Distribution

9 August 2012
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