STAGE 2 OUTDOOR EDUCATION

	ASSESSMENT TYPE 3 – CONNECTIONS WITH NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS 




External – Exploration of personal connection to natural environments - 30% 
The Task: 
To evaluate, and reflect on a personal connection with nature based on your recent experiences, which has led you to a further exploration of either:

· an issue that relates to interaction of humans and natural environments and strategies that enhance environmental sustainability;

 or

· a personal development or interest related to your connection and interaction with natural environments  
Presentation of evidence:
Your task should show evidence of your:

· evaluation and reflection of personal connections with the natural environments you have experienced

· understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering a range of perspectives

· the personal development/interest or environmental sustainability strategies you are exploring
Your task may include collections of data and research before, during and after experiences in natural areas including observations (recording, observing, interviews, listening etc. (primary sources) and research/investigation information (secondary sources). 

The format may be written, oral or multimodal (a maximum of 2000 words if written, 12 minutes if oral, or the equivalent if multimodal).
Assessment: 
Your task will be marked by the teacher, based on the performance standards provided. 
It will also be marked externally by SACE markers.

Possible Topics:
· Are current management strategies effective in developing a sustainable future for the Para Wirra Conservation Park?

· Do recreational activities have a negative impact on the MT Crawford Forest Reserve? Developing strategies for a sustainable future.
· Should recreational activities (e.g. kayaking/camping) be permitted in the Katarapko Conservation Park?

· “Friends of the Heysen trail”. How participation has helped me develop an appreciation of natural areas.

· Developing a sustainable walking/bike trail in Cobbler Creek. Benefits of personal involvement and my improved environmental understanding. 

· Development of a program/business that enhances the benefits of outdoor experiences for improving the wellbeing of students with anxiety/mental health issues.

· “Nature play” future-proofing our nation’s youth. Developing resilience and independence through early immersion in nature.

· Life lessons - Transferring my learning from experiences with others in natural areas. What I will take forward to benefit others, the environment and myself.
Stage 2 Outdoor Education Performance standards

	Planning and Application
	Evaluation and Reflective Practice
	Exploring, Understanding, and Analysis

	A
	Highly effective planning and application of responsibilities, leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Astute evaluation and critically-reflective practice of planning, leadership and collaborative skills in natural environments.

Astute evaluation and critically-reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Comprehensive evaluation and discerning reflection of personal experiences and connections in natural environments.
	Insightful and thoughtful exploration and understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering a range of perspectives. 

Comprehensive and critical analysis of environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Detailed and thorough exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	B
	Mostly effective planning and application of responsibilities, leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Well-considered evaluation and mostly critically-reflective practice of planning, leadership and collaborative skills in natural environments.

Well-considered evaluation and mostly critically-reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Detailed evaluation and considered reflection of personal experiences and connections in natural environments.
	Mostly insightful exploration and well-considered understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering a range of perspectives. 

Mostly detailed and critical analysis of environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Mostly detailed exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	C
	Competent planning and application of responsibilities, leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Considered evaluation and reflective practice of planning, leadership and collaborative skills in natural environments.

Considered evaluation and reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Competent evaluation and mostly considered reflection of personal experiences and connections in natural environments.
	Competent exploration and considered understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering a range of perspectives. 

Considered analysis of environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Informed exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	D
	Basic planning and application of responsibilities, and some leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Some description of reflective practice of planning, and/or leadership and/or collaborative skills in natural environments.

Basic description of reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Some reflection of personal experiences and/or connections in natural environments.
	Some exploration and some understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering some perspectives. 

Basic identification of some environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Basic exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	E
	Attempted planning and some application of responsibilities participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Attempted description of reflective practice of some of the skills of planning, leadership and collaboration in natural environments.

Attempted description of reflective practice of the development and application of some practical outdoor skills.

Limited reflection of personal experiences or connections in natural environments.
	Limited exploration and some attempt to understand the interaction of humans and natural environments.

Attempted description of environmental systems, and/or issues and/or sustainability of natural environments.

Superficial exploration of personal connections with natural environments.
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