STAGE 2 OUTDOOR EDUCATION
	Assessment Type 1: About Natural Environments 




SUSTAINABLE PARK INVESTIGATION - PARA WIRRA - 10% 
Description of assessment task
You will undertake a park visit in which you investigate the changing management practices (indigenous and current). You will observe and analyse the impact of current and past human activity and land management practices on the environment, and critically analyse these strategies for sustainability. 

Background

The Para Wirra Conservation Park has been used by people for thousands of years. Its current land use as a conservation park has only been the case for a relatively short period of history. 
Task

During your visit to Para Wirra you will have the opportunity to observe the local environment and look at human impact (from indigenous peoples to recent park visitors) and management issues in relation to developing a sustainable future for the park.
You will be required to conduct research by observation (recording, observing, listening etc during the excursion - primary research) and researching (websites, resource centre, texts etc - secondary resources) in order to:
· investigate and compare, contrast and critically analyse traditional indigenous and current land use practices focusing on their environmental impact and sustainability. 
· identify, critically analyse and explain selected management practices for their suitability in establishing a sustainable park environment giving your views on future directions. 

Prepare an informative presentation (brochure, investigative report, oral or mulitmodal format) that incorporates evidence of your personal observations, research, interpretation and analysis e.g. visual materials (photos, maps, charts & diagrams).
Your presentation should include: an introduction, summary of research process, discussion, critical analysis and explanation of opinions and view on creating future sustainability, conclusion and recommendations and a bibliography / references as appropriate.

Assessment conditions 

You have three weeks to complete the report, including 6 lessons of class time. 

Your presentation should be a maximum of 1000 words or 6 minutes if oral or the equivalent in multi-modal format. 
Stage 2 Outdoor Education Performance Standards
	Planning and Application
	Evaluation and Reflective Practice
	Exploration, Understanding, and Analysis

	A
	Highly effective planning and application of responsibilities, leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Astute evaluation and critically-reflective practice of planning, leadership and collaborative skills in natural environments.

Astute evaluation and critically-reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Comprehensive evaluation and discerning reflection of personal experiences and connections in natural environments.
	Insightful and thoughtful exploration and understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering a range of perspectives. 

Comprehensive and critical analysis of environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Detailed and thorough exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	B
	Mostly effective planning and application of responsibilities, leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Well-considered evaluation and mostly critically-reflective practice of planning, leadership and collaborative skills in natural environments.

Well-considered evaluation and mostly critically-reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Detailed evaluation and considered reflection of personal experiences and connections in natural environments.
	Mostly insightful exploration and well-considered understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering a range of perspectives. 

Mostly detailed and critical analysis of environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Mostly detailed exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	C
	Competent planning and application of responsibilities, leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Considered evaluation and reflective practice of planning, leadership and collaborative skills in natural environments.

Considered evaluation and reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Competent evaluation and mostly considered reflection of personal experiences and connections in natural environments.
	Competent exploration and considered understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering a range of perspectives. 

Considered analysis of environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Informed exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	D
	Basic planning and application of responsibilities, and some leadership and risk management strategies to participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Some description of reflective practice of planning, and/or leadership and/or collaborative skills in natural environments.

Basic description of reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.

Some reflection of personal experiences and/or connections in natural environments.
	Some exploration and some understanding of the interaction of humans and natural environments considering some perspectives. 

Basic identification of some environmental systems, issues and sustainability of natural environments.

Basic exploration of personal connections with natural environments that enhance personal development, and/or strategies that enhance environmental sustainability.

	E
	Attempted planning and some application of responsibilities participate in safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.
	Attempted description of reflective practice of some of the skills of planning, leadership and collaboration in natural environments.

Attempted description of reflective practice of the development and application of some practical outdoor skills.

Limited reflection of personal experiences or connections in natural environments.
	Limited exploration and some attempt to understand the interaction of humans and natural environments.

Attempted description of environmental systems, and/or issues and/or sustainability of natural environments.

Superficial exploration of personal connections with natural environments.
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