STAGE 1 OUTDOOR EDUCATION

	Assessment Type 1: About Natural Environments




RIVER MURRAY ENVIRONMENTAL INVESTIGATION

“The water is our blood line – Achieving a sustainable future” - 20% 2020
Purpose:
This assessment allows you to provide evidence of exploring, understanding and analysis of an issue which affects the sustainable use of the Murray River.  This is particularly relevant to us as it is the medium used for our canoeing expedition.
Description of Assessment: 
River Murray Environmental Investigation 
Research: 

You will choose one topic question from the list below or other by negotiation. You will undertake an investigation, through researching primary and/or secondary sources of information regarding a significant issue affecting the sustainable use of the River Murray:
· Salinity – What is salinity and how and where does it impact the South Australian Murray-Darling Basin?
· Blue Green Algae – What causes Blue Green Algae? How does BGA impact the Murray-Darling Basin? What are the solutions? Where do the outbreaks occur?
· Weirs / Water Flow – What is the purpose of weirs? When and why were they constructed? How have these impacted on the water flow of the Murray River (present a balanced view – useful and non-useful outcomes)
· Introduced Species – What were the common introduced species? How were they introduced? Describe the impact of the introduced species on the River Murray system (present a balanced view –useful and non-useful outcomes)
· Agriculture along the River Murray – What industries draw on water from the River Murray? How are Irrigation and Farming Practices regulated? Which States/Territories benefit the most from the River/MDB? Are there any conflicts relating to using the River for agriculture and what solutions are available?
· Recreational Use/Overuse – Who uses the River Murray for recreation? What is the impact of human recreational use? How is this regulated?
· Indigenous uses of the Murray-Darling Basin – Describe the historical significance of the River Murray to the Indigenous people of South Australia. Investigate traditional management practices that allowed for sustainable use of the River and how they may be relevant today.
· Other – (by negotiation with teacher)

Presentation
Your research should include analysis of the issue, looking at causes, effects and solutions for a sustainable future. 
Your presentation (depending on format) should comprise 800 words or approximately 5 minutes if oral and include an introduction, synthesis of investigation materials, conclusion and bibliography/reference list:
Performance Standards for Stage 1 Outdoor Education 

	-
	Planning
	Evaluation and Reflective Practice
	Exploration, Understanding, and Analysis

	A
	In-depth planning of safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.


	Astute reflective practice of personal experiences and social skills in a natural environment.

Astute evaluation and critically-reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.


	Insightful and thoughtful exploration of the natural environment considering different perspectives

Perceptive understanding and critical analysis of environmental systems and/or issues to recognise actions required to enhance sustainability of natural environments.


	B
	Mostly in-depth planning of safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.


	Well-considered reflective practice of personal experiences and social skills in a natural environment.

Well-considered evaluation and mostly critically-reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.


	Mostly insightful and thoughtful exploration of the natural environment considering different perspectives

Well-informed understanding and mostly critical analysis of environmental systems and/or issues to recognise actions required to enhance sustainability of natural environments.


	C
	Competent planning of safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.


	Considered reflective practice of personal experiences and social skills in a natural environment.

Considered evaluation and reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.
	Competent exploration of the natural environment considering different perspectives

Informed understanding and considered analysis of environmental systems and/or issues to recognise actions required to enhance sustainability of natural environments.

	D
	Some planning of safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.


	Some description of reflective practice of personal experiences and social skills in a natural environment.

Basic reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.
	Some exploration of the natural environment considering different perspectives

Basic understanding and analysis of some environmental systems and/or issues to recognise actions required to enhance sustainability of natural environments.

	E
	Limited planning of some aspects of safe and sustainable outdoor activities and journeys.


	Attempted description of reflective practice of personal experiences and/or social skills in a natural environment.

Attempted description of reflective practice of the development and application of practical outdoor skills.
	Limited exploration of the natural environment considering one or two perspectives

Limited understanding and superficial analysis of one or two environmental systems and/or issues to recognise actions required to enhance sustainability of natural environments.
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