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Minutes

	Meeting:
	IEU – SACE Board Collaborative Working Group
	Date:
	6 October 2015

	Location:
	Ground floor conference room, SACE Board of SA
	Time:
	3.00 – 4.00pm


	 No.
	Item

	1
	Welcome and apologies  
Attendees: 
Neil McGoran, Chief Executive, SACE Board of South Australia [chair]
Glen Seidel, Secretary, Independent Education Union (IEU)
Andrew Green, Manager, Communications, SACE Board of SA

Alanna Langley, Executive Assistant, SACE Board of SA [executive officer]  
Apologies: 

Jan Raymond, Executive Manager, School Assessment Services, SACE Board of SA 

Louise Firrell, Assistant Secretary, Independent Education Union (IEU)

Hassan Mekawy, Manager, Professional Learning and Networks, SACE Board of SA

Daniel Dew, Media and Communications Coordinator, SACE Board of SA

	2
	Confirmation of agenda 
The agenda was confirmed with the addition of Item 5.1 - Registration Requirements for Delivery of VET

	3
	Confirmation of minutes of meeting held 12 May 2015
The minutes of the meeting held 12 May 2015 were confirmed with no change. 
The action items arising from the minutes were confirmed:  

· Manager, Professional Learning and Networks to follow up with the TRB re professional learning conference to be held on 6 June.   
· SACE Board to investigate home-schooled students’ completion rates.

	4
	Discussion items
4.1
End-of-year results procedures – update (Neil)

· In line with the move to online results submission procedures, this year the SACE results will be released online two days before the release of paper results: Tuesday 15 December at 8.30am. 

· Schools and students have been informed of the changes and a further reminder will be sent to ensure students are familiar with the use of their PIN to access their results, and to allow students to reset their PINs as necessary. 

· The earlier release of results will allow more time for schools/the SACE Board to manage any issues and questions that may arise. 

· The information that is usually provided with paper results will also be available online at the earlier date. 
4.2
Research Project re-submission (Neil)
· The SACE Board has approved arrangements to allow students who do not achieve the SACE because they have not gained a C- in the Research Project to resubmit their Research Project in order to gain the SACE.

· Following results release, schools (where such students are identified) will be contacted by the SACE Board; they will be assisted to support the student towards resubmitting their Research Project prior to the end of the clerical check period (17 February). 

· It is anticipated that the work required to assist students to resubmit their Research Project will be minimal as the expected number of affected students will be small (29 in 2014). If the work required to achieve the C- standard is minor, the student may be able to resubmit their Research Project in the week prior to Christmas.  
4.3
Modified SACE – progress report (Neil)
· In responding to its legislative imperative for a single SACE, achievable by all, the Board developed the Modified SACE, which allows students with an intellectual disability to achieve the SACE using the same completion pattern as all other students, but with modified standards. 

· Currently, the certificate issued to students completing the SACE using Modified subjects carries the wording, “This student has completed the requirements of the SACE using Modified subjects designed for students with an intellectual disability.”

· This wording has been the impetus for a conciliation conference held under the auspices of the EEO Commission. A parent held the view that the wording which references a student’s intellectual disability unfairly labels the student and is discriminatory.

· The Board has been considering the two questions: Is the wording discriminatory? Is the wording necessary? 

· The Board has since sought Crown advice to establish whether or not the wording is discriminatory under legislation; it has confirmed its policy position that regardless of the outcome of that advice, the wording that references a student’s intellectual disability is not necessary.

· Following receipt of Crown advice, the Board will be asked to approve (at its October meeting) the removal of the reference to intellectual disability on both the SACE parchment and the Record of Achievement, and the inclusion on the Record of Achievement for all students a link on the SACE website to a description of the policies and procedures governing SACE completion, which includes Modified SACE subjects, as well as recognition of VET, the granting of status, etc. 

· Following the Board’s approval, a further meeting with the parent will be held to finalise the conciliation process. New parchments / ROAs will be issued to any student who requests this. 
4.4
Professional learning – progress report (Neil)
· Institute of Educational Assessors (IEA): over 1,000 teachers/educators have accessed the professional learning delivered by the IEA since its inception at the start of 2015, either via the Certified Educational Assessor course (designed for individuals) or the Assessment for Educators course (designed for groups). 

· Feedback has been positive, with individuals indicating both the professional and personal benefits of undertaking the learning. Teachers are able to count the learning towards post-graduate studies in Education, the AITSL (Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership) standards, as well as the requisite professional development hours required for teacher registration. 

· The IEA is now exploring options for delivery to primary schools, based on feedback from teachers keen to access the training on offer. It is also hoped that more training workshops will be delivered in rural/regional areas. Fifteen schools in the Northern Territory have committed to training workshops in 2016; training will also be delivered to one of the SACE International colleges in Malaysia in the New Year. 
4.5
Research Project Expo – report (Andrew)
· Approximately 4,000 students attended this year’s Research Project Expo held over two days (12 – 13 August).
· 121 student exhibitors from both rural and metropolitan schools attended; in addition organisations including TAFE SA, the universities, the SA Library and Museum and the Association of Research Project Teachers were also represented. 
· The SACE Board made its first foray into social media, launching its Twitter account prior to the expo. Fifty-two tweets were sent over the two days of the expo to raise awareness and promote the event. 
· Periscope technology was also used – this allows film video to be streamed for up to 24 hours via Twitter. 
· Changes this year were based on feedback from the 2014 expo, including having a stronger peer-to-peer focus and providing schools with preparatory information (including a video) in order to assist students arrive at the expo armed with some understanding of the requirements of the Research Project. This resource has been designed for use in future years as well. 
· Feedback from this year’s expo is now being collated to inform preparations for the 2016 event. 
4.6
Communication and engagement
· A letter to principals will be sent early in term 4, with a focus on end of year procedures leading up to results release. 

· The latest SACE News has also been sent out to school subscribers. 
4.7
Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum implementation – progress report 
(Neil, Glen)
· Content for the history, science and geography subjects in the Australian Curriculum is now being written. It is hoped to have these subjects ready for consultation by February 2016, and accredited by the Accreditation, Recognition and Certification Committee by June 2016. 
· Stage 1 Mathematics and English Australian Curriculum subjects will be rolled out in 2016. This represents a major transition for teachers as they deliver the new subjects, attend workshops on the new suite of history, science and geography subjects, and prepare for implementation of Stage 2 English and Mathematics subjects. 

	5
	Any other business
5.1
Registration Requirements for Delivery of VET

Glen Seidel advised that a working party has been created to examine the 
registration requirements of those trainers who deliver VET as part of the SACE. 
Neil McGoran advised that at this stage the SACE Board does not need to 
be involved in the working party, however he would like to be kept updated on 
this issue.

	6
	Close and next meeting
· The Executive Coordinator will write to the AEU shortly to confirm membership of the group for 2016.

	7
	Date of Distribution
XXX 2015 
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