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Minutes

	Meeting:
	AEU – SACE Board Collaborative Working Group
	Date:
	 13 May 2013

	Location:
	Thornton’s Boardroom, SACE Board of South Australia
	Time:
	2.00 – 4.00pm


	 No.
	Item

	1
	Welcome and apologies  
Attendees: Paul Kilvert (Chair), David Smith, Nancy Schupelius, Jo Davis, Jan Raymond, Susan Lohmeyer, Andrew Green   
Apologies: Jackie Bone-George    
Invited guest: Kate Cooper 

	2
	Confirmation of agenda

The agenda was confirmed with no change. 

	3
	 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the previous meeting held 25 March 2013 were confirmed with no change.            

	4
	 AEU Consultation / Liaison Items  
4.1  Report on Research Project online survey – AEU/IEU response

· The AEU reported that the AEU/IEU had not put in a formal response to the consultation yet and hoped that they would still be able to do so.

· The Chair indicated that the SACE Board would welcome a response, if possible, prior to the special meeting of the Accreditation, Recognition and Certification Committee (ARCC) to be held on 17 May, as the focus of this meeting will be to consider the feedback to the consultation.

· Kate Cooper, Manager, Learning and Assessment Design, reported that the SACE Board had received more than 90 responses to the consultation. These were now being analysed.

· The AEU raised the issue of support for students from non-English Speaking backgrounds and other disadvantaged groups undertaking the Research Project. Disadvantage may include the circumstances of students who do not have ready access to expertise to guide their research. 

·  The AEU identified its issues about teacher workload, especially if students require a considerable amount of one-to-one support. It was noted that new technologies and the access students have to their teachers via email can compound the demands made on teachers.

· The Chair noted that Government schools continue to be resourced on the basis of students undertaking five full-year subjects in Year 12, so there is flexibility for schools to provide additional support. 

· The AEU noted that exemplars in forms other than written (e.g. multi-media) can be very helpful for some students. 
· There are other emerging policy issues such as teachers’ feedback to students – when does feedback cease being feedback and start to shape the student’s work?

· There was some discussion on the proposed Stage 1 subject, Research Practices. The AEU noted that it is possible that the subject will default to be delivered in Year 10. The Chair indicated that both anecdotal and formal feedback supported the introduction of the proposed subject, and that it was up to schools how they chose to deliver the subject. 

· The AEU also asked about students doing Research Project A and whether different assessment weightings were possible. The Chair indicated that this matter was being addressed through the consultation process for the re-design of Research Project A. 
ACTION: AEU to provide the AEU/IEU response to the SACE Board before Thursday 17 May. 

ACTION: The AEU to provide an example of the multi-media exemplar to the Executive Coordinator (susanl@saceboard.sa.gov.au) 

4.2 Availability of parent responses to the First Year Evaluation

· David Smith indicated the AEU’s interest in gaining insight from parents on their feedback to the SACE First Year Evaluation. 
· The Chair confirmed that while respondents are listed in the appendix to the Evaluation Report, individuals did not self-identify as parents. 

4.3 Subject enrolment trends for 2013 (paper tabled)
· The Chair spoke to the tabled paper. The data shows the trends in subject enrolment patterns from 2011 to 2012. It should also be noted that the 2011 and 2012 data relate to the new SACE, whereas previous subject enrolment reports compared subjects undertaken as part of the former SACE with those undertaken as part of the new SACE. 

· The subject enrolment data reports are available on the SACE website: 
www.sace.sa.edu.au/about/key-information/data-reports
4.4 Adjustment of 2012 moderated results

· The SACE Board has prepared a report for schools. The report shows that 93 per cent of teachers’ assessments were correct within one grade band; and 73 per cent of teachers had no adjustment made to their assessments. 

· A version of the report was provided to The Advertiser. The SACE Board’s policy is to notify and inform schools before any data or information is released to the media. 

	5
	SACE Board Consultation / Liaison Items

5.1 Research Project consultation – progress update
Covered elsewhere
5.2 Freedom of Information – progress report
· Five applications have been received by the SACE Board, with one withdrawn. The remaining four were dealt with by the required date.   

· The SACE board is now preparing data for publishing on the SACE website. It is expected the SACE Data site will be available within the next few weeks. This data has previously been available through the Annual Report, however, publishing on the website will increase its accessibility.

· The next step will be to publish school-based data on the website. This will follow a transitional period in which the SACE Board will work with schools to prepare the data reports for publication. The reports will be based on subjects in accordance with the SACE Board’s legislative remit to “accredit subjects and courses”, and on the policy basis that SACE data can contribute to improved outcomes for students. 
· The SACE Board will inform schools before any school-based data is publically available through the SACE Data website. 

5.3 Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum
· Discussion is still occurring with ACARA regarding the achievement standards for the Australian Curriculum subjects along with other issues. Timelines for implementation of the curriculum will be publically confirmed after an implementation plan has been fully scoped. 
· The AEU noted that it welcomed a cautious and timely approach to the implementation of the Senior Secondary Australian Curriculum. 

	6
	Any Other Business

· The AEU recorded its thanks to the Chair for his leadership of the group, the healthy, but always courteous debate and communication that the meetings had facilitated and the capacity to raise issues which the AEU had found helpful.   

	7
	Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on Monday 12 August 2.00 – 4.00pm 

	8
	Date of Distribution

 21 May 2013
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