Abortion
A main ethical/social issue with the people of the world is abortion, this has to do with a termination of a women’s pregnancy. The issue with this is that people see it as killing an innocent child there are approximately 42 Million abortions per year to 115, 000 per day, and the people argue that pregnant women has no right in saying whether the baby is going to be born or is going to be aborted. As it stands abortion is not illegal in Australia it varies with case to case. But people still have a strong view point on whether women have legitimate reasons to have an abortion, there have been reported cases of women having abortion because of the sex of the baby. The utilitarianism states that we should always perform the act that will cause us the greatest amount of pleasure. We can assess the act by going through each feature of the hedonic calculus; intensity, duration, certainty, propinquity, fecundity, purity and the extent of the act.
The intensity of an abortion would be extremely high. You would need to consider the intensity of choosing to have an abortion then the intensity of the pain of putting your self and the ‘child’ during the procedure and last the intensity of the recovery and the amount of criticism you would receive if people found out. The intensity of the pain would be tremendous during and after the procedure.

The duration of the abortion would start as soon as the women decided that she was to have an abortion at which time she has 6 weeks to change her mind whether to keep the baby of go through with the procedure. If she does choose to go through with the abortion the duration of pain would be long, but the female might feel a long period of doubt and relief.
When choosing to have this operation you need to make sure you are certain that you do not want that child in your life. The probability that this operation will give the person pleasure is non existent un less you can count relief being pleasure, but the likely hood of a person being pleased with having an abortion would be minimal.
Propinquity of an abortion would have to do with the reason for getting the abortion in the first place. If the female was getting it due to unsafe sex and the female is of a young age and by her self then the remoteness of her getting the abortion would be high, as well as with a female who had been raped and through that horrific experience had conceived then it is most likely she would have an abortion. The benefit the first female would feel would have been the relief and not being embarrassed by the fact that she was dumb enough to have unsafe sex. The second female would also feel relief from the fact that she doesn’t have to look at the rapist’s child and being reminded of what happened to her,

The fecundity in an abortion would be pain followed by more pain with relief. The first amount of pain would be the loss of a child and the painful procedure of aborting the baby. The second pain comes through the recovery from the surgery; the relief is knowing you’re no longer having the child.

No purity is in abortion; there is only pure pain. The thought of killing an innocent living organism is just not pure, but it’s up to the person having the abortion if they want it. If there were pleasure in having an abortion it wouldn’t be pure it wouldn’t be real it would be more like liberation of not having to look after the baby.

The extent of the pleasure or pain would depend on the female having the abortion. But in some way every women would feel pain, and would never forget that they had the abortion. The baby being aborted and the women having the abortion would feel the pain.

I don’t believe that abortion is the right answer for women who don’t want children or are too young, I think a better option would be to have it and take it from there you can either keep it or put it up for adoption for the women who are un-able to have children. I do think that in some cases like rape that it is ok for an abortion to take place if it is too painful for the women who has been abuse to raise that mans child. But every women has there own choice and there own reasons so it’s up to them.
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 Philosophy
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Reasoning
	Critical Analysis
	Communication

	A
	Consistently clear and perceptive identification and understanding of philosophical issues, and of philosophical positions on issues.

In-depth and well-informed understanding of the general structure of a philosophical argument.
	Astute and incisive reasoning, and use of evidence, to support or contest philosophical issues and positions.

Perceptive and convincing differentiation between good and bad arguments.
	Consistently accurate and perceptive analysis of strengths and weaknesses of philosophical assumptions, positions, and arguments.
	Clear, coherent, and fluent communication of philosophical issues and positions, with conventions consistently observed.

Accurate and consistent use of relevant philosophical terminology, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	B
	Clear and thoughtful identification and understanding of philosophical issues, and of philosophical positions on issues.

Well-informed understanding of the general structure of a philosophical argument.
	Well-considered reasoning, and use of evidence, to support or contest philosophical issues and positions.

Well-considered and appropriate differentiation between good and bad arguments.
	Mostly accurate and well-considered analysis of strengths and weaknesses of philosophical assumptions, positions, and arguments.
	Clear and coherent communication of philosophical issues and positions, with conventions mostly observed.

Mostly accurate and appropriate use of philosophical terminology, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	C
	Generally clear identification and understanding of philosophical issues, and of some philosophical positions on issues.

Informed understanding of the general structure of a philosophical argument.
	Considered reasoning, and some use of evidence, to support or contest philosophical issues and positions.
Considered and appropriate differentiation between good and bad arguments.
	Considered analysis of some strengths and weaknesses of philosophical assumptions, positions, and arguments.
	Competent communication of philosophical issues and positions, with some conventions observed.

Generally appropriate use of philosophical terminology, with mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Some recognition of philosophical issues, and awareness of a philosophical position on an issue.

Recognition of some of the general structure of a philosophical argument.
	Superficial or inconsistent reasoning, with some limited use of evidence, to support or contest a philosophical issue and/or position.

Recognition of some differentiation between good and bad arguments.
	Some identification of one or more strengths and/or weaknesses of a philosophical assumption, position, and/or argument.
	Partial communication of aspects of a philosophical issue and/or position.

Use of a limited range of appropriate philosophical terminology, with some acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Limited recognition of what is philosophical in an issue.

Recognition of a structural feature of a philosophical argument.
	Attempted consideration of a philosophical issue or position.

Emerging recognition of some differentiation between good and bad arguments.
	Identification of a strength or weakness of a philosophical assumption, position, or argument.
	Attempted communication of an aspect of a philosophical issue or position. 

Limited use of any philosophical terminology, with limited acknowledgment of sources.


Knowledge and Understanding


Generally clear identification of abortion as an ethical issue.





Knowledge and Understanding


Generally clear identification and understanding of the utilitarian position.











Additional comments 


Knowledge and Understanding


Informed understanding of the general structures of a philosophical argument by introducing Bentham’s terminology in the first paragraph and attempting to relate the terminology to the issue.


Reasoning


Considered reasoning and some use of evidence to support and explain Bentham’s utilitarian position (see contextual use of highlighted key words – intensity, duration, propinquity, fecundity, purity and extent).


Communication


Competent communication of abortion as a philosophical issue, and the communication of a position, with some conventions of the discipline observed.


In general, use of philosophical terminology is relevant, but awkwardly expressed.





Critical Analysis


Identification of a strength and a weakness of philosophical argument (about abortion), using Bentham’s utilitarian concept of ‘duration’.





Reasoning 


Recognition of some (though not considered) differentiation between good and bad philosophical arguments.





Communication 


Generally appropriate use of relevant philosophical terminology even though expression overall is awkward. 
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