BEGINNING THE THINKING FOR THE RESEARCH PROJECT

INTENT

This activity models different planning tools which could be used for taking a big idea and deconstructing it.  The three examples of tools that have been included are a:

· graphic organiser

· general to specific triangle

· lotus diagram (see http://www.decs.sa.gov.au/docs/documents/1/LotusDiagram.pdf)
During the activity, you talk with your teacher about the strategies you could use to identify an area of study.  
Process

Working in pairs or groups, elect someone to give feedback at the end of the activity.
Step 1 

Choose a topic/subject [see topic sheet OR identify your own] and choose a planning tool to work with.
Step 2 

Write the topic in your planning tool.
Step 3 

Brainstorm the ideas that come from your pair or group and add them to the planner.
Step 4 

Identify the focus of your area of interest and explore some of the possibilities in detail.

Step 5 

When you are comfortable that you have found an area of interest work with, discuss with your teacher how to define a question which reflects what you want to explore as a Research Project. 
GETTING TO THE HEART OF THE TOPIC
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          GENERAL TO SPECIFIC TRIANGLE:  NARROWING YOUR TOPIC

Your goal in the Research Project is to focus on and explore a particular topic. If your topic is too broad, finding and interpreting information about the topic would be like preparing to write an entire book!  Choosing a narrower topic provides you with a clear focus. 

Example:

General:  Environment

Narrower: Global warming

Narrower:  Effect of automobiles

Specific:  Hybrid cars

Possible research questions:

· How does hybrid technology reduce fuel consumption?

· Does driving a hybrid car significantly reduce factors 
that lead to global warming?

· What is the battery life of hybrid cars? What is the 
environmental effect of disposing the batteries?

You try:


General: 

Narrower: 

Narrower:  

Specific:  

Possible research questions:



Big Topic Idea





What is the question???





Aha that’s what I want to explore!





Environmental issues�____________________





Global warming�_______________





Effect of cars�_________





Hybrid cars





�____________________
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