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Minutes

	Meeting:
	AEU – SACE Board Collaborative Working Group
	Date:
	 18 November 2013

	Location:
	Thornton’s Boardroom, SACE Board of South Australia
	Time:
	2.30 – 4.00pm


	 No.
	Item

	1
	Welcome and apologies  
Attendees: Neil McGoran (Chair), David Smith, Susan Lohmeyer 
Apologies: Jan Raymond, Jo Davis, Andrew Green, Meridie Howley, Jackie Bone-George     

	2
	Confirmation of agenda

The agenda was confirmed with no change. 

	3
	 Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The Minutes of the previous meeting held 13 May 2013 were confirmed with no change.            

	4
	 AEU Consultation / Liaison Items  
4.1   Update on progress: senior secondary Australian Curriculum
The Chair provided the following progress report:

· By 2015 the F-10 Australian curriculum will have been implemented so the SACE Board is working from this date to determine timelines for implementation of the senior secondary Australian curriculum.

· 2014 – integration of Australian curriculum content in SACE Board accredited subjects

· 2015 – in-servicing of Stage 1 teachers

· 2016 – Stage 1 teachers to commence teaching while Stage 2 teachers receive in-servicing. Stage 1 clarifying forums held.
· 2017 – Stage 2 teachers to commence teaching. Stage 2 clarifying forums to be held. 

· The AEU noted that previously clarifying forums have been held in non-metro areas later than for metro areas, which can disadvantage those in non-metropolitan areas. This issue has been addressed. 

· The SACE Board is confident that the timelines as specified above will be met if additional funding – presently the subject of a request to Cabinet – is forthcoming.  
4.2 SA State election 2014 (ref. Research Project)
· The State Opposition has made public statements concerning the Research Project and its intention to make this an optional subject in the SACE if elected.

· The Chair reiterated the reasons for the subject and more particularly, the reasons for the subject being a compulsory element of the SACE. This reasoning has informed the enhancements and changes to the subject which will be introduced in 2014, including changes to the weighting of assessment tasks to place more emphasis on the research outcome. 

· The Chair also emphasised that the inclusion of the Research Project represents an additional requirement for the SACE (and hence, additional rigour) from previous SACE requirements. 

· The Chair noted the growing acceptance and understanding of teachers of the Research Project, including the establishment of a subject association with a focus on developing pedagogy in respect of teaching the subject. 

· Members of the group noted that most students undertake Research Project B, and the Chair indicated that changes to Research Project A are designed to encourage students to undertake this option where it is the more appropriate match for their interests and aspirations.
· The group also noted comments made by the Leader of the Opposition regarding the contribution of VET to SACE completion and the intention of the Opposition to introduce business focused subjects such as Entrepreneurial Studies and business colleges. It was noted that incompletion of the SACE is usually related to the 60-credit completion requirements at Stage 2, as well as the Research Project, rather than VET.  

	5
	SACE Board Consultation / Liaison Items

5.1    2013 Results release

· The Chair noted that the 2013 results release will occur on 19 December. Over 2000 teachers are currently involved in moderation and 1000 teachers are undertaking marking of external assessments. 

5.2 SACE–School Operations Group – online results sheets project 
· The Chair provided an outline of the online results sheets project, an initiative which has arisen as a result of the SACE First Year Evaluation findings. The intention is to transfer paper-based results sheets online, thereby increasing efficiency of SACE results processing and reduce workload at schools. The results sheets for the Research Project will be transferred online initially with all Stage 2 subjects’ results sheets transferred by the end of the year.

· Other paper-based procedures will be transferred online over time.

 5.3 Research Project for teaching in 2014 
This item covered elsewhere on the agenda. 

5.4 Institute of Educational Assessors
· The SACE First Year Evaluation identified that teachers want more pedagogical support in understanding and applying the Performance Standards. The Institute of Education Assessors is designed to provide the necessary professional development for teachers and educators, and to broker collaboration with the universities to recognise this professional development, e.g. contribute to the achievement of a higher qualification or an advanced rating for the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers. 

· The Chair clarified that anyone can join the Institute – it is not limited to SACE teachers. The Chair also advised that a steering committee comprises nominees of the universities, the school sectors and the SACE Board. 

5.5 Special Provisions policy review

· The Chair provided a summary of the Special Provisions policy review, noting that this review has focused on ensuring the policy is consistent with those in other jurisdictions and reflects national legislation which has an emphasis on access and participation. 
· Recommendations arising from the review will be implemented progressively, from the commencement of 2014. 
· Key recommendations reflect two key areas: (1) the need for awareness raising – all students (and their families) must be aware of Special Provisions – and (2) equity – a diagnosis does not necessarily guarantee that Special Provisions will be granted. If this was the case only those families who could afford to seek a diagnosis would get Special Provisions. 

	6
	Any Other Business

6.1 Membership and Terms of Reference in 2014 
Both the Chair and the AEU Vice President confirmed the value of the meetings especially in the context of communication about policy and the opportunity to raise concerns. 
The Chair asked about the inclusion of the Independent Education Union, and undertook to meet separately with Louise Firrell, secretary of the IEU. 

The Vice President of the AEU undertook to seek feedback from members re the inclusion of the IEU in this group.

The Vice President of the AEU noted that Jo Davis, organiser with the AEU, will not be working in this position in 2014. The SACE Board CE will write to the AEU seeking a replacement. 
6.2 Schedule of meetings for 2014

A draft schedule of meetings for 2014 was tabled. Meeting dates to be confirmed. 

	7
	Next Meeting

tbc

	8
	Date of Distribution

 22 November 2013
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