Elements of music

RHYTHM

Is a sequence of sounds and silences of varying lengths.
· Length of sounds

· Length of silences

· Beat

· Accent

· Time Signature (Meter)
MELODY

Is a lineal succession of pitched sounds.
· Direction (upward, downward)

· Steps

· Leaps

· Repeated notes

· Segments

· Motifs

· Phrases etc

EXPRESSION

Is that quality of music brought about by musical controls.

(i.e. tempo, dynamics, articulation and interpretation.)
· TEMPO

· Fast / slow

· Gradual or sudden changes

· DYNAMICS

· Degree of softness or loudness

· Gradual changes

· Sudden changes

· ARTICULATION

· Smooth 

· Detached

· INTERPRETATION

TONE COLOUR / TIMBRE
Is the quality of sound or sounds produced by the instrument/s and is determined by the source and method of production. 
· Sound source

· Wood, metal, skin, string, voice, electronic

· Method of production

· Blow, strum, pluck, hit, bow

STYLE

Is the compositional and stylistic characteristics of music. 
· Culture 

· Period/ Era

· Composer

· Instrumentation

HARMONY
Is the combination of sounds of different pitch.

· Selection of sounds

· A single melody (monophonic)

· Several melodies together (polyphonic)

· A melody with chords (homophonic)

· Several parts performing variations on a single melody (heterophonic)

· Density

· Thin texture

· Thick texture
FORM
Is the structure or overall plan of a piece of music.
· Motifs

· Phrases

· Themes

· Sections 

And can be organised by

· Repetition

· Contrast

· Development

· Introduction

· Interludes

· Coda

And can be defined as

· Binary

· Ternary

· Rondo

· Theme and Variations

· Canon

· Strophic

· Through Composed

· Sonata
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