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Refer to the sources on this sheet when answering Question 19.

SOURCE 4 — A newspaper report of speeches given at a reception welcoming Mawson home

… Dr. Mawson had written his name high on the scroll of imperishable renown1 as a 
great Australian hero. His courage, fortitude2, and endurance were unsurpassed in the 
whole history of exploration in any age or in any part of the world … Exploration of this 
kind [was] not undertaken in any hope of gain or for any petty personal ambition, but 
chiefly with the purpose of finding out something hitherto3 unknown, and of adding to the 
sum of human knowledge …

1 fame
2 courage in pain or difficulty
3 previously

3 March 1914, ‘Mawson honoured: reception at Adelaide’, The Argus, Melbourne,
viewed 6 August 2018, https://trove.nla.gov.au

SOURCE 5 — A current historian’s view of Mawson

Mawson might have sworn off any more polar adventures, but he was hooked. The 
Antarctic provided him with a challenging environment in which to test his physical stamina, 
prove his masculinity, and pursue his worldly ambitions. The celebrity he was accorded on 
his return to Australia was intoxicating … The experience would leave him with a taste for 
fame, and a hunger for the fortune and academic promotion that could accompany it.

Day, D 2013, Flaws in the ice: in search of Douglas Mawson, Scribe Publications, Brunswick, p 23

SOURCE 6 — An excerpt from Mawson’s obituary1 at his state funeral2 in 1958

Mawson was a man in whom scholarship, leadership and courage were generously 
combined to make a great Australian. A man of commanding stature, tall and sparsely3 
built, modest and somewhat reserved in temperament, yet withal4 an impressive 
personality, he was never carried away by success and he did not lend his support to 
anything which he did not sincerely believe to be in the interests of scientific knowledge. 
In his vigour and initiative he typified the best traits of Australian character.

1 account of the life of a person who has died
2 a ceremonial funeral for an important person
3 thinly
4 nevertheless

Australian Academy of Science 1958, Obituary: Douglas Mawson, viewed 15 May 2018, 
https://www.science.org.au/files/userfiles/fellowship/memoirs/documents/mawson.pdf

SECTION 2: SOURCES ANALYSIS

Australasian Antarctic expedition 1911–14
At the turn of the 20th century the world knew very little about the polar regions. In December 1911 Douglas Mawson, 
leading geologist at the University of Adelaide and experienced Antarctic explorer, led an expedition to unmapped 
regions of Antarctica. During 1912 the team established three bases from which to observe and explore the region. 
On 10 November 1912, Mawson and two colleagues, Mertz and Ninnis, set out to journey across inhospitable terrain. 
In 1914 Mawson was given a hero’s welcome when he returned to Australia.

SOURCE 1 — An excerpt from an interview that Mawson gave in London in 1911

“You see,” he [Mawson] said, “Australia and New Zealand get their weather from the south. In order to 
predict it successfully, they must know what the climate is doing on the Antarctic continent. Secondly, 
there are an enormous number of seals and whales down there from which Australasians might win 
great gains. Thirdly, there are possibilities of coal and precious metals being found. Fourthly, we shall 
take very careful magnetic observations, by which we shall help to make the compass more useful to 
sailors and possibly to clear up what is still the mystery of the earth’s magnetism.

“Primarily our work is to be geographic — that is, mapping. But it has all these practical, material sides 
to it as well. Looking forward to it? I should rather think I am. Everyone who has been in the Antarctic 
wants to go back. It’s the healthiest place in the world. Here’s another possibility — health resorts and 
winter sports on this coast for Australasians. No, I’m not joking. I don’t see why they shouldn’t grow up 
in that sunny, germ-free atmosphere.”

24 April 1911, ‘Antarctic exploration’, The Advertiser, Adelaide, p 12, 
viewed 15 May 2018, http://nla.gov.au

SOURCE 2 — A recount of signifi cant events that occurred during the expedition

During the sledging trip to the east of the base a crevasse swallowed up Ninnis, a team of six dogs, 
and the sled containing most of their food. The survivors began a brutal journey home … Mertz 
died during the return, leaving Mawson the only survivor. He cut his sled in half with a pen knife and 
dragged the sled with geological specimens but very minimal food 160 km back to the base at Cape 
Denison. He arrived on February 8, 1913, just hours after the recovery party left on the Aurora1. He 
and a party of six volunteers who had stayed behind to search for the missing men remained for an 
unplanned second year.

1 the ship intended to take the explorers back to Australia

Department of the Environment and Energy 2008, ‘Australasian Antarctic expedition’, 
viewed 19 March 2018, www.antarctica.gov.au

SOURCE 3 — An artist’s impression of Mawson’s return to Cape Denison

viewed 15 May 2018, www.alamy.com



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


