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Refer to the sources on this sheet PART 3: SOURCES ANALYSIS

Empress Dowager Cixi
The Empress Dowager1 Cixi (1835–1908) was the unofficial ruler of China’s Qing dynasty from her husband’s death 
in 1861 to her death in 1908. Her attempts to modernise China, and her interactions with Western nations, resulted 
in many differing views of her motives, actions, and legacy.
1 Emperor’s mother 

SOURCE 1 — An extract from the memoirs of a personal attendant to Cixi, from her time at the royal court, fi rst 
published in 1911

I had been told that Her Majesty [Cixi] had a very 
fierce temper, but seeing her so kind and gracious to 
us and talking to us in such a motherly way, I thought 
my informant must be wrong and that she was the 
sweetest woman in the world.

When Her Majesty had rested a while, she told us 
that it was time we were returning to the city, as it 
was getting late. She gave us eight big yellow boxes 

of fruit and cakes to take home with us. She said to 
my mother: “Tell Yu Keng (my father) to get better 
soon and tell him to take the medicine I am sending 
by you and to rest well. Also give him these eight 
boxes of fruit and cakes.” I thought my father, who 
had been quite ill … would not be much benefited 
if he ate all those cakes. However, I knew he would 
appreciate her kind thoughtfulness even if it were 
detrimental to his health.

The Princess Der Ling 2008, Two years in the Forbidden City, Project Guttenberg, p 43,
https://terebess.hu/english/princess1.html, viewed 11 April 2017

SOURCE 2 — An extract about Cixi from a British magazine

The empress usually put her own interests ahead of the nation’s. She 
squandered money on banquets, jewels, and other luxuries. She liked, for 
example, to be served 150 different dishes at a single banquet. She drank 
from a jade cup and ate with golden chopsticks. She used Navy funds to 
build herself a lavish summer palace. At the end of her life, her personal 
jewellery vault held 3,000 ebony boxes of jewels. She also let financial 
corruption run rampant …

Sit, T 2001, ‘The life of Empress Cixi’, China in focus, www.sacu.org/cixi.html, 
viewed 11 April 2017, © Society for Anglo-Chinese Understanding

SOURCE 3 — A description of Cixi from an art exhibition 
at the Smithsonian Institute

During her reign, the Qing court came to be regarded 
as conservative, corrupt, and incompetent. The situation 
worsened after … 1900, when Cixi was accused of 
encouraging the killing of foreigners and Chinese 
Christians. Her reputation plummeted in China and 
worldwide.

In response, the Qing court initiated measures to improve 
the Empress Dowager’s image. Along with inviting foreign 
visitors to receptions at the palace, these efforts included 
arranging for a series of photographic portraits of Cixi, 
some of which were presented as diplomatic gifts.

‘Powerplay: China’s Empress Dowager’, 2011, Arthur M Sackler Gallery, 
Smithsonian Institute, www.asia.si.edu/explore/china/powerplay, 

viewed 11 April 2017, © Smithsonian Institute

SOURCE 4 — A view of Cixi by an American art expert

The manipulated Cixi portrait reveals more than the desire 
to glamorize a 70-year-old ruler … Indeed, an argument 
can be made that the portraits were part of a strategic 
calculation to develop international ties to effect diplomatic 
objectives … In addition to the … portrait, Roosevelt’s2 
daughter Alice (1884–1980) received a smaller portrait 
when she visited Beijing in 1905 … Naturally, the 
newspapers made much of this symbolic clash of 
civilizations. As The Washington Times quipped, “It well 
may be that the visit of this young American girl will have its 
effect on the terrible old woman who rules China, and that it 
will help along the improvement of the great empire.” 

2 Theodore Roosevelt, United States President from 1901–1909

Hogge, D 2011, ‘The Empress Dowager and the camera, photographing 
Cixi, 1903–1904’, p 28, https://ocw.mit.edu, viewed 11 May 2017, 

© Visualizing Cultures at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
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© Visualizing Cultures at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

SOURCE 5 — Photographs of Empress Dowager Cixi, 1903–04

Source 5(a): An official photograph of Cixi

‘Powerplay: China’s Empress Dowager’, 2011, Arthur M Sackler 
Gallery, Smithsonian Institute, www.asia.si.edu/explore/china/

powerplay, viewed 11 April 2017, © Smithsonian Institute

Source 5(b): A colourised photograph that was enhanced to 
make Cixi look younger. Cixi sent a copy to US President 
Theodore Roosevelt

Hogge, D 2011, ‘The Empress Dowager and the camera, 
photographing Cixi, 1903–1904’, p 26, https://ocw.mit.edu, viewed 
11 May 2017, © Visualizing Cultures at the Massachusetts Institute

of Technology

SOURCE 6 — A view of Cixi’s achievements between 1902 and 1908 by a current, Chinese-born British writer

Modernisation enabled the country’s annual revenue to more than double in this period, 
from just over 100 million taels3 to 235 million. And as revenues grew, so it became 
possible to fund further rounds of modernisation. The reforms in these years were 
radical, progressive and humane, designed to improve people’s lives and eradicate 
medieval savagery. Under her measured stewardship, Chinese society was fundamentally 
transformed, thoughtfully and bloodlessly, for the better, while its roots were carefully 
preserved and suffered minimum trauma.

3 Chinese currency

Jung Chang, 2014, Empress Dowager Cixi, Vintage, London, p 389



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.6
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<


    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>



    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 6.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200036002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 6.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>


    /SKY <>

    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 6.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2540 2540]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice




