Research Project: topics with a focus on Aboriginal knowledge, cultures and perspectives – Science and Environment
	Using GPS to map sites
	Government policy
	Restoration and revegetation
	Tuna
	Oysters
	Kingfish
	Custodian-ship
	Sacred site protection and recording
	Native title versus free or leasehold

	Joint 
management
	Mining
	Geo-science careers
	Abalone
	Aqua Culture
	Seaweed
	Jobs as

Historian

Archaeologist
	Protection of Sites
	Types of heritage sites

	Engineering
	Safety
	Royalties
	Research
	Diving

Marketing
	Sustainability
	Anthropologist Photographer

Science

researcher
	Aboriginal heritage laws
	Recording of heritage sites

	Aboriginal world views
	Biomimicry
	Aboriginal knowledge
	
	
	
	Greening Australia strategies
	Agro-forestry
	Wind farming

	Intellectual rights
	Science and Technology
	Bush Mechanics and Aboriginal inventors 


	
	SCIENCES and ENVIRONMENT
	
	Native Vegetation Heritage laws
	Sustainable Practices
	Hydro-power

	Recording knowledge of elders
	Indigenous Astronomy
	David Unaipon and
Eric Willmot
	
	
	
	KESAB and Landcare practices
	Recycling
	Solar energy

	Botanical drawing
	Growing native plants
	Traditional plant use for food
	Recording animals, fish and birds
	Protecting animals, fish and birds
	Researching ecosystems
	Archaeology
	Medicine Nursing Health
	Hydrology (water research)

	Fire-stick farming (patch burning)
	Flora
	Traditional plant use for baskets/bags
	Planning for climate change
	Fauna
	Sustainable hunting
	Scientific research
	Careers
	Mining

	Recording new species
	Traditional plant use for medicine
	Traditional plant use for tools
	Recording new species
	Sustainable grazing
	Totems and how they protect species
	Film-making
	National Parks careers
	Nutritionist


Research Project: a focus on Aboriginal knowledge, cultures and perspectives – Politics
	My family’s history of struggle for rights
	The Coolbaroo Club (film)
	Tent Embassy
	Freedom Rides – Charlie Perkinss
	Living under Aboriginal and Australian law
	Missionaries (what was good/bad?)
	UN and Human rights
	UN Rights of the child
	UN and Rights of Indigenous peoples

	Women of the Sun (film series)
	History of Aboriginal Rights
	Land Rights Native Title, Mabo and Wik
	History of Legislation
	More History of Aboriginal Rights
	The right to vote – lost and regained
	Learning from Native Americans
	Global
	Comparing rights in different countries

	As aspect of ‘deaths in custody’
	First Australians (film series)
	Intervention (good/bad?)
	Impact of legislation
	Research SA history role-play 
	1967 Referendum
	Indigenous sea rights
	Repatriation of skeletal remains
	Role models, e.g. Martin Luther King

	Statistics
	Case studies
	Effects
	
	
	
	Funding and Membership 
	Media
	How to set up a new party

	Equal Opportunity law
	Racism
	Types
	
	Politics
	
	Gender and politics
	Party Politics
	Policy development

	Media
	Strategies to eliminate racism
	Legislation
	
	
	
	Indigenous politician Ruby Hammond
	Indigenous politician 

Sir Douglas Nicholls
	Parties’ Aboriginal social policy

	Weeip 

(WA)
	Windradyne (Wiradjuri man, NSW)
	Jandamarra (WA)
	ATSIC
	Media
	Arguments for and against
	Lowitja O’Donoghue
	Tom Trevorrow (Camp Coorong)
	Marcia Langton

	Tunnerminner-wait and Maulboyheenner (Tas and Vic)
	Resistance Fighters
	Calyute (Pinjarra man, WA)
	History
	Self Determination
	Leadership programs
	Oodgeroo Noonuccal

(Kath Walker)
	Political Leaders
	Galarrwuy Yunupingu 

	Charlie Perkins
	Pemulwuy: the Rainbow Warrior (NSW)
	Yagan (WA)
	Local, state, national differences
	Protection, integration,

reconciliation
	Comparison to another nation
	William Barak
	William Cooper
	David Unaipon


Research Project: topics with a focus on Aboriginal knowledge, cultures and perspectives – Literature
	Songs in films
	Life experiences in song
	Hip-hop
	Humour in Aboriginal poetry
	Urban contemporary poetry
	Poetry about ‘country’
	Auto-biographies
	Different styles of biography
	Biography in film

	Dreaming stories in song
	Song
	Traditional song
	Illustrated poetry for children
	Poetry
	Poetry about history
	Oral histories
	Biography
	Picture-book biography for children

	Songs for Aboriginal children
	Writing my own song lyrics
	Songs about ‘country’ 
	Poetry about issues and politics
	Writing my own poetry
	Poetry about racism
	Photo Story life stories 
	My own 
auto-biography
	My own biography of

someone

	Teaching through song, story, music, dance and place
	Diversity of stories around Australia
	What does Dreaming teach?
	
	
	
	Research and produce Honeyspot
	Jack Davis’ plays
	Radiance:

 the play and film

	Animated Dreaming stories
	Dreaming stories
	Custodianship
	
	literature
	
	Bran Nue Dae musical film and doco.
	Plays
	Humour and issues in plays

	Illustrating stories
	My Dreaming Photo Story
	Versions for children
	
	
	
	Historical

role-plays
	My own play
	Careers in the theatre

	Films about history
	Feature films over time
	Funding for films
	Jimmy and Pat meet the Queen 

Pat Lowe
	Pemulwuy: the Rainbow Warrior Eric Willmot
	My Place by Sally Morgan
	Biographers
	Historians
	Comedians

	Changing depictions over time
	Film
	Short films comparisons
	Children’s picture books
	Novels
	Short stories, e.g. Going Home by Archie Weller
	Poets, e.g. Oodgeroo, Jack Davis
	Indigenous writers
	Television writers / researchers

	Documentaries
	My short film
	Aboriginal filmmakers
	Nana’s gift Margaret Brusnahan
	My creative writing
	My picture book for children
	Songwriters, e.g. Buck McKenzie
	Poets
	Playwrights


Resources: 
Aboriginal voices: activities and resources for English (DECS book, out of print but copies in many schools and at Resource Centre below) DECS Aboriginal, Multicultural, Languages and Learning Resource Centre http://www.lmrc.sa.edu.au/ 
Research Project: topics with a focus on Aboriginal knowledge, cultures and perspectives – Language and Culture
	What human and other resources are there for learning?
	An audio resource I can make for others
	A print resource I can make for others
	Who am I and what is my cultural heritage?
	What I’ve learnt about my people’s history
	The role of our elders in cultural maintenance
	Aboriginal English in the lives of young people
	Authentic voice for Aboriginal characters in film
	My song,  story and/or poems  in Aboriginal English

	What do my elders feel about our language?
	My Aboriginal Language
	How has my language changed over the years?
	Family cultural responsibility
	My Aboriginal Culture
	What I’ve found it means to be an elder in our culture
	Diversity of Aboriginal English
	Aboriginal English
	Features of ‘strong’ Aboriginal English

	How has my language survived the last 200 years?
	Translating a story/song into my language
	Translating a story/song into English
	Investigating gender and culture
	My identity as drawn from my Aboriginal as well as other cultures
	Diversity of what culture means to different people
	Aboriginal English and identity
	Differences with Standard Australian English
	How Aboriginal English came to be

	What Aboriginal language is now part of English and why?
	Explaining patterns of Aboriginal place/street names
	Dual naming on maps e.g. Uluru (Ayers Rock)
	
	
	
	Re-enacting a story from my country through drama or dance
	Writing and illustrating a song, music or poem based on a story from my country
	Researching and making a narrated Photo Story about a story site

	Processes of recording and applying names of maps
	Aboriginal Language in English
	History of incorporating Aboriginal words into English
	
	language and culture
	
	Recording in images and sound, stories from elders at relevant sites
	Story and Place
	Designing and making an interpretive sign about a story from my country

	Awareness-raising of Aboriginal place names
	Designing place signs to explain meaning
	Creating a children’s story 
	
	
	
	Retelling, explaining and illustrating, with permission, a story from my country
	Retelling a story in a multimedia form suitable for young children
	Researching and practising skills required for storytelling as a culture teacher

	Exploring and explaining my kriol with examples
	How did Kriol language come to be?
	Differences between Australian Kriols
	Mapping important places in my country with elders
	Recording knowledge of my people’s technology and links to country
	Learning one or more traditional skills and improving them
	Diversity of Australian Indigenous languages
	The history of language in a community
	Effective ways of learning Aboriginal languages

	Translating stories to or from Kriol 
	Indigenous Creole

(Kriol)
	Creating a picture book in Kriol
	Designing and making an interpretive sign about a place from my country
	People and Place
	Adapting a traditional artefact for contemporary times
	How have government policies affected Aboriginal languages?
	Aboriginal Languages
	Comparison of two Aboriginal languages

	Creating an audio story in Kriol
	Recording an elder speaking Kriol
	Recording singing in Kriol
	Researching and making an animated film about my people’s history
	Researching, writing and illustrating a Wikipedia entry about an event relevant to my people and place
	Researching and making a narrated Photo Story about my people and place
	Revitalisation versus preservation of languages
	How can I get an Aboriginal  language taught in my school?
	Why have some Aboriginal languages survived and not others?


See also topics ideas for ‘ARTS’

Research Project: topics with a focus on Aboriginal knowledge, cultures and perspectives – Arts
	Traditional dance adapted to today
	Diversity of traditional dance
	Research dance pathways
	Diversity of traditional craft
	Making a wooden tool, club or bowl
	Stringmaking with natural fibre
	Diversity of Aboriginal music
	Interviewing a singer and/or musician
	Life stories of singers, songwriters

	Dancers’ life stories (including in film)
	Dance
	Compare filmed Aboriginal dance
	Weaving from local materials
	Craft
	Making a documentary of artefact-making
	Impact of Yothu Yindi
	Music
	Marketing music

	Today’s stories in dance
	Choreograph a dance
	Diversity of Indigenous dance globally
	Marketing contemporary craft
	My crafted artefact
	Diversity of Indigenous artefacts globally
	Didgeridu in contemporary music 
	My songwriting and/or music
	Songs for Aboriginal Studies and Reconciliation

	Plays about Aboriginal history/issues
	Life stories and work of playwrights
	Careers in acting and theatre
	
	
	
	Marketing Aboriginal arts
	Installation/

digital art
	Silk-screening,
printing,
linocuts

	Humour in Aboriginal plays
	Drama
	Historical
 role-plays
	
	ARTS
	
	Dot art on jumbo jet – how and why?
	Technology
	Manipulating photographs

	Write a play about family history
	Produce a play, e.g. Honeyspot
	Diversity of Indigenous drama globally
	
	
	
	My illustrated electronic book/Photo Story
	Exploring traditional technology
	My animated  short film

	Influence of Imparja on well-being
	Research Indigenous ‘personalities’
	Aboriginal perspectives in mainstream media
	Political visual art
	Traditional art materials
	Diversity of traditional visual art
	History of Aboriginal actors in film
	Stereotypes
	Protocol

	Stereotypes in the media
	Media
	How does a program ‘get made’?
	Is the story or quality more important?
	Visual Art
	Purpose of traditional arts
	Humour in Aboriginal films
	Film
	Careers in film

	Careers in media
	Aboriginal print, radio and TV
	My blog or podcast
	Anangu collaborations with India
	My visual art work 
	Diversity of contemporary visual art
	Indigenous filmmakers
	My short film
	What creates authenticity?


Research Project: topics with a focus on Aboriginal knowledge, cultures and perspectives – Health and Wellbeing
	Podiatry
	Exercise
	Diet
	Youth services in my community
	Gender and youth programs
	Design my ideal program
	Young offending
	Anger 
management
	Substance abuse

	Diabetes SA
	Diabetes
	Workshops
	Mentoring others
	Youth Programs
	Leadership programs
	‘Journey of Healing’
	Mental Health
	Further study and careers

	Type 1
	Type 2
	Prevention and maintenance
	Duke of Edinburgh Award 
	Managing an event
	Youth camp
	Petrol sniffing
	Support resources
	Suicide prevention

	Nurses
	Doctors
	Dentists
	
	
	
	Education
	Health
	Housing

	Midwives
	Health Careers
	Youth workers
	
	HEALTH AND WELLBEING
	
	Role of 
scholarships
	Closing the Gap
	Mentoring

	Paramedics
	Counsellors
	Social workers
	
	
	
	Pride in culture and identity
	Reconciliation
	Planning and doing it

	Recording recipes in print or video
	Bush medicine
	Bush tucker
	Women’s program
	Men’s program
	Grannies’ group
	Pregnant women
	Children
	Babies

	Food plan
	Nutrition
	Aboriginal chefs and cooks
	‘Mums and Babies’ programs
	Identified Programs
	The role of carers
	Dance program
	Fitness
	Teenage program

	Healthy catering for an event
	Growing healthy food
	Interrogating food labels
	Training for carers
	Respite for carers
	Caring for carers
	Elders fitness program
	Researching traditional fitness
	Peer support


Research Project: topics with a focus on Aboriginal knowledge, cultures and perspectives – Business, Enterprise and Pathways
	Tiwi Arts in NT
	Imparja Television
	Umeewarra radio – Port Augusta
	Universities
	TAFE and RTOs
	Open Learning
	Aboriginal Heritage consultancy
	Cultural consultancy
	Archaeology

	Jumbana / Balarindji in Sydney
	Arts / Media Role Models
	Tandanya - Adelaide
	Traineeships
	Further study and learning
	Volunteer/paid work
	Partnerships,

mentoring 
	Small business
	Aboriginal tourism

	Ernabella Arts in SA
	SBS TV Indigenous programs
	Musicians Singers

Dance groups
	Apprenticeships
	Scholarships
	Networking: 

new opportunities
	Turning a hobby into a business
	Training/study I could do
	Community Arts Centres

	Coorong Wilderness Lodge 
	Tjapukai – Northern Queensland
	Ayal – Kakadu, NT
	
	
	
	Geologist
	Operator of trucks/equipment
	Heritage research / recording

	Adjahdura – Yorke Peninsula
	Tourism Role Models
	Brambuk – Grampians Victoria
	
	BUSINESS  ENTERPRISE and Pathways
	
	Catering and Liaison
	Mining/Building careers
	Plumbing

	Igawarta – Flinders Ranges
	Bookabee – Flinders Ranges
	Kaurna walks and Warriparingga
	
	
	
	Occupation Health  and Safety
	Welding
	Carpentry

	Author Storyteller
	Culture teacher
	Dancer
	Law and Land rights

Native Title
	Law and human rights
	Law and Intellectual rights
	Medical Practitioner
	Paramedic
	Midwifery

	Acting and presenting in  film and TV
	Cultural careers
	Anthropologist
	Criminal law
	Legal careers
	Law and copyright
	Nurse
	Health careers
	Health promotion

	Museum Curator
	Comedian
	Archaeologist
	AMCOS

Payments for your music
	APRA

Payments for your songs
	Law and mining royalties
	Health Worker
	Sports and coaching
	Nutrition


Research Project: topics with a focus on Aboriginal knowledge, cultures and perspectives – Internet
	How can the internet help preserve oral history?
	How can online learning benefit remote communities?
	How can Internet technologies be used to promote Aboriginal culture?
	Removing entries
	Bullying
	Addiction
	Films
	Stereotyping
	Racism and discrimination 

	What are the dominant cultural influences on the Internet?
	Possible Questions
	How can Twitter be used to benefit Aboriginal communities?
	Accessibility cost and location
	Social Networking
	Safety and 
well-being
	How to
	YouTube
	Protecting rights

	How can YouTube promote Aboriginal sport?
	Researching Aboriginal blogs
	How does social networking influence family relationships?
	Old ways versus new
	Dangers and benefits
	Assumed IT knowledge
	Impact on social behaviour
	Marketing 
	Humour

	Ownership of Indigenous knowledge
	How to…
	Critiquing existing entries
	
	
	
	Oral history recording
	Bullying
	Cost 

(managing debt)

	Copyright
	Wikipedia
	Credibility, reliability of entries
	
	INTERNET


	
	Accessibility (coverage)
	Mobile Phones
	Addiction

	Percentage of information from different cultures
	Create my own entries and links
	Stereotyping
	
	
	
	Peer pressure
	Crime related incidences 
	Effects on health

	Effects on health
	Peer pressure
	Media influence
	Sharing story
	Credibility, reliability
	Educational tool
	Safety
	Social isolation 
	Addiction

	Other uses for time
	Twitter
	Networking 
	Inspiration 
	Blogging
	Self-esteem
	Effects on health
	Facebook and 

My Space
	Marketing of small business 

	Who benefits?
	Inclusion 
	Following twitter 
	Narrative voice 
	Linking to search engines
	My blog
	Nature deficit disorder
	Family history 
	Managing effectively


Research Project: topics with a focus on Aboriginal knowledge, cultures and perspectives – Youth
	Beliefs
	Media portrayal
	Puberty
	Skill development
	Support
	Expertise
	Old versus new
	Hand-written vs technology
	TV

	Who am I?
	Body image 

self-esteem
	Family
	Role models
	Leadership
	Political leadership
	Impact on society
	Technologies
	Games

	What is normal?
	Friends
	Expectations
	Mentoring
	Aboriginal role models
	Communication skills
	Social network
	Impact on individual
	Internet 

	Relationships, family and friends
	Independence
	School to career
	
	
	
	Managing money
	Parenting
	Employment

	Responsibility
	Transition
	Image
	
	YOUTH
	
	Household skills
	Life Skills
	Driving

	Support agencies
	Employment especially 
part-time
	Youth to adult
	
	
	
	Planning and saving
	Cooking
	Forms

	Help
	Mentoring
	Clubs
	Drugs and alcohol
	Fitness and nutrition
	Influences
	Language of lyrics
	Bands
	Traditional usage and purpose

	Coaching
	Youth Programs
	Joining committees
	Prevention and cure
	Health
	Sex
	Image
	Music
	Creating my own song/music

	Sports teams
	Volunteer work
	Belonging
	Self image
	History, race, family, community
	Access to support
	Culture and identity
	Influence of musicians
	Traditional music


Research Project: topics with a focus on Aboriginal knowledge, cultures and perspectives – Sport
	History
	Purpose
	‘Come ‘n try’ mentoring
	Fitness
	Aquatic
	Aged
	Techniques
	Communication
	Science

	Media
	Traditional Indigenous Games
	Research traditional  fitness needs  
	Nutrition
	Personal Training
	Group training ‘boot camps’
	Skill development
	Coaching
	Group

	Modern adaptation
	Research with elders
	Diversity between groups
	Disability
	Circuit
	Understanding of physiology
	Individual
	Mentoring
	Management

	Tourism
	Orienteering
	Bush-walking
	
	
	
	Game development
	Promotion
	Traditional Indigenous games

	Water sports
	Outdoor Recreation
	Mountain biking
	
	sport 
	
	Observation and mentoring
	Product Development
	Marketing

	Heritage issues
	Rock climbing
	Camping
	
	
	
	Create sporting equipment
	Media
	Modified games

	Tourism development
	Economic development
	Sports days
	Media
	Contributing to community
	High profile role models
	Nutrition
	Program
	Self-esteem, body image

	Come ‘n’ try
	Event 

Management
	Event management study options
	Cultural awareness
	Role Models
	Barriers – history and racism
	Time management
	Personal Fitness
	Exercise

	Indigenous awareness-raising
	Local community, culture and heritage
	Mentoring
	Local community
	Community perceptions
	Gender differences
	Supports
	Motivational discipline
	Science


Research topic with an Aboriginal perspective
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