Flinders tips for your
Research Project
1. Choosing the right topic and research question
Finding the right topic and question for your Research Project can often be challenging. It is
essential that you choose a subject area that you are genuinely interested in and can find
substantial information on.
Not sure what your interest or passion is?
Take a look at Flinders 3MT (3 Minute Thesis Competition). The 3MT page includes a
collection of videos from PhD researchers who explain what they are investigating, how they
are doing it, and why their research will have a real impact in the world. The best part: they
are only 3 minutes long! These videos can be used as inspiration for your own Research
Project and are fantastic tools for learning how research impacts the community.
CHECK SOME OUT HERE  flinders.edu.au/3mt
Considering research into a potential career path or university degree?
Try the Flinders Course Navigator, a free online tool with over 180 job listings and a range of
University courses that match them. Make the connection between your areas of interest and
how a University degree can lead to your dream job.
START NAVIGATING YOUR JOURNEY HERE  flinders.edu.au/courses/course-navigator.cfm

2. Gathering the right resources

Successful projects begin with a solid foundation of research and a wide range of resources.
Flinders offer a number of opportunities for you to gain access to leading researchers,
academic resources, and excellent information to assist with your project.
Looking for top academic sources?
Flinders University Library invites SACE students to register as users to access services and an
expansive collection of resources to assist with your project. Plus it’s FREE! Be sure to
complete a registration form and have it signed by both yourself and your Year 12
Coordinator.
TAKE A LOOK  flinders.edu.au/library/services/borrowing/year-11-and-12.cfm
Want to gain information from a field expert?
Ask a Flinders Expert is a site which gives you access to academic staff from a wide range of
research areas – whether it be cancer research to tourism, psychology, film, sleep and plenty
more. Once you’ve located your expert, you can view their area(s) of research, publications
they have written, plus their contact details.
FIND AN EXPERT HERE  flinders.edu.au/research-degrees/find-a-research-area.cfm
Quick tips for contacting experts in the field:
o Write from your school email address.
o Use formal language and form:
o I.e. Dear, Yours Sincerely… etc.
o Don’t forget to tell the expert what school you are from and explain the purpose of
your Research Project.
o Decide on 3 -5 key questions to ask the expert and keep them clear and succinct
o Sign-off using your full name

Interested in Science, Mental Health, Entrepreneurship or the Human Body?
MOOCs are ‘Massively Open Online Courses’ freely
available for you to participate in. Hear from
successful entrepreneurs in ‘The Biz Playbook’ or
learn about what we’re made up of in ‘The Human
Body as a Machine’. With experts from various
fields and academic interviews, you may even be
able to site a MOOC as one of your resources.
START A COURSE OR REGISTER YOUR INTEREST TODAY 

flinders.edu.au/moocs

Stuck for ideas about finding the right resources?
Flinders News includes highlights and up-to-date news stories about cutting edge research
that Flinders academic staff and students are working on.
CHECK IT OUT HERE  flinders.edu.au/news

3. Annotating and reflecting on your sources
Developing your research is an essential element of your project and is something that we
here at Flinders believe is a great skill to have! To help you out we have developed a few tips
to successfully annotate and reflect your sources in producing your folio:
o Go further than simply highlighting key words - annotate your sources to show in-depth
thinking. Ways to do this include writing notes on your hard copy sources, colour coding
aspects of your research that relate to your chosen capabilities and expressing why the
information is useful and how it could extend your research.
Example of annotating sources:

o Produce tables to summarise your research. This can be a fantastic way to start thinking
about what direction you would like your outcome to go and demonstrates that you can
think critically about your sources.
Example of a summary table:

5 Key Flinders Tips to help you
achieve optimal results for your
Research Project!
Flinders Tip 1:

Treat the Research Project like a 20 credit
STAGE 2 subject. Don’t ignore it or just
aim to pass as this subject can influence
your ATAR!

Flinders Tip 2:

Planning is key. Set yourself a timeline
and stick to it, otherwise the days and
weeks will slip away from you.

Flinders Tip 3:

Always back up your work in multiple places – e.g. USB, Dropbox, Google
Drive etc. The more secure your work is, the less stressed you will be.

Flinders Tip 4:

Have an alternative plan in mind for each stage of the process as not
everything may go according to plan. For example, have plenty of experts in
mind to contact in case one doesn’t reply – you have plenty of backups.

Flinders Tip 5:

Have fun and know that Flinders is always here to help if you need us!

STAY CONNECTED WITH FLINDERS UNIVERSITY
Come along to Flinders Open Days
Friday 14th & Saturday 15th August

Open Days are your opportunity to explore the Flinders campus, attend a
course information session and chat with current students. Find out about
the range of courses available, take a tour of the campus, collect freebies,
listen to the Fresh 92.7 live broadcast and win some awesome prizes!
flinders.edu.au/opendays

Subscribe to Flinders Explorer
Flinders Explorer is an e-newsletter written for high school
students, by current University students. They’ll tell you
what University is like from their experience, share tips for
where you’re at in your schooling, and help you make the
right choices because they’ve been where you are right now.
flinders.edu.au/explore

