Ancient Studies Mystery Report – Stonehenge
The construction of the great stones located in England, about 3 kilometres west of the town of Amesbury in Wiltshire and only 150 kilometres west of London, shadows many modern day achievements. The builders must have spent a huge amount of time and effort building the Stonehenge monuments in the time range of 1880 B.C.E to 1550 B.C.E, using antlers and wood as tools (Britannia). The work shows amazingly complex understanding of astrology and what continues to remain obscure, despite large numbers of excavations and study is; who were the builders and why did they build Stonehenge?


Early mention of Stonehenge was made in 1135 by 12th Century author, Geoffrey of Monmouth. Geoffrey claimed that it was brought by a tribe of giants from Africa to Ireland, and from there it was transported by the wizard Merlin. Merlin was asked by Arthur's father, King Uther Pendragon, to construct a memorial for his brother Ambrosias who was killed by traitorous Saxons in a massacre known as the Night of the Long Knives. After a great battle against the giants, Geoffrey claimed, Merlin flew the stones with his magic to the seashore and then floated them back on rafts across to Britain, where they are today. This hypothesis is highly unlikely, writes W.A. Cummins, because the stones are thought to have come from a quarry in England about 30 kilometres away from the Stonehenge site, also many people are highly sceptical about the existence of magic.

Among the many theories connected to this historical monument is one telling of Druids building Stonehenge for their religious and ceremonial purposes. In the 17th century, John Aubrey argued that Stonehenge had been built by the Druids, an opinion supported in the 18th century by William Stukeley. Stukeley writes that the Druids used magic to transport the stones from Ireland, so the legend has some similarities to the King Arthur theory. William goes on to say that the Druids must have built Stonehenge because of the unusual measuring system used to work out the height and distance of the stones, and the alignment of the stones to coincide with the rising sun for worship purposes. 
Modern science has proved this to be false as the Stonehenge stones were there long before the druids. “No stage of the building of Stonehenge is later than about 1200 B.C.E, and any connection with the Druids, who flourished a thousand years later, is purely conjectural" Jacquetta Hawkes. "But it should be stressed that there is no evidence for Celtic religious observances having been associated with Stonehenge, nor with any similar monument of the second millennium B. C. E.” Stuart Piggott.
Ingio Jones, a celebrated and highly capable architect of the 17th Century was requested by King James I to survey and research Stonehenge. His studies concluded that Stonehenge must have been completed by Romans, and the stones had deteriorated but were once very straight, well-aligned placements used as a Temple for the sun god Coelus. In his book `The Most Notable Antiquity of Great Britain; vulgarly called Stoneheng on Salisbury Plain,' Jones writes that the Druids were incapable of building such a monument, as were the ancient Britons and that during the occupation of the Romans in England they must have been the creators of Stonehenge. 
This theory has been disproved due to the fact that Stonehenge was built over three stages, and the Romans would have been in England over a period of about 500 years, from the agricultural Neolithic Age, to the Early Bronze Age, claims Britannia Encyclopedia.


First I emphasize that there are many speculations about Stonehenge and its builders and that the few examples given are merely three from many. The theory I find most satisfactory is shared by many archaeologists, the formulation of these ideas into a coherent theory was done by a physics professor Dr Terence Meaden.

Meaden writes that Stonehenge was built by Neothlic farmers who worshipped a Sky Father and an Earth Mother, and used it as a open air temple dedicated to the Mother. Specialists who have studied it say the symbols covering are dominantly female based, and it is set up in a feminie shape, with the centre stone at a focal position.

It is only on midsummer morning that the rising sun penetrates the middle-arch of the womb to illuminate the internal Goddess Stone with its radiant energy. Watchers would see the stone sparkling in the reflected light of the Sky God, serving here in his role of the Sun. This constituted a dramatic spectacle in which the actual Marriage and Consummation of the Gods was witnessed. " - Dr. Terence Meaden. The designers and builders must have spent a long time designing and completing their worshipping temple so that it would accurately reflect light in this way on mid-summer’s day, the summer solstice, the longest day of the year. This shows that people at that time were more in tune with natural cycles than most people are today.
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 Ancient Studies

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Research and Analysis
	Communication

	A 


	In-depth knowledge and critical understanding of selected ideas, individuals, groups, institutions, social systems, events, and artefacts of the ancient world.

Discerning and well-informed recognition of, and insightful reflection on, diverse attitudes, beliefs, and values in the ancient world, supported by carefully selected examples.
	Astute selection, critical analysis, and synthesis of appropriate primary and secondary sources, including literary sources and contexts.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Careful, consistent, and accurate application of selected skills of historical literacy, including appropriate acknowledgment of sources.
	Clear, precise, well-informed, and highly persuasive argument.

Coherent communication in a range of forms relevant to context, purpose, and audience.

	B 
	Well-considered knowledge and understanding of selected ideas, individuals, groups, institutions, social systems, events, and artefacts of the ancient world in the context of the topics covered.

Well-informed recognition of, and thoughtful reflection on, diverse attitudes, beliefs, and values in the ancient world, supported by examples.
	Well-considered selection, critical analysis, and synthesis of appropriate primary and secondary sources, including literary sources and contexts.

Consistent and accurate application of selected skills of historical literacy, including appropriate acknowledgment of sources.
	Clear, informed, persuasive argument.
Clear communication in different forms relevant to context, purpose, and audience.



	C
	Appropriate knowledge and understanding of selected ideas, individuals, groups, institutions, social systems, events, and artefacts of the ancient world in the context of the topics covered.

Generally sound recognition of, and considered reflection on, attitudes, beliefs, and values in the ancient world, and some understanding of their diversity.
	Competent selection, critical analysis, and synthesis of appropriate primary and secondary sources, including literary sources and contexts.

Appropriate application of selected skills of historical literacy, including appropriate acknowledgment of sources.
	Informed and relevant argument.

Mostly clear communication, in more than one form, that is mostly relevant to context, purpose, and audience.



	D
	Recognition and some understanding of ideas, individuals, groups, institutions, social systems, events, and artefacts of the ancient world in the context of the topics covered.

Some recognition and superficial consideration or description of attitudes, beliefs, and values in the ancient world, and some understanding of their diversity.
	Some identification and superficial analysis of primary and secondary sources, mainly using descriptions.

Application of some selected skills of historical literacy and some acknowledgment of sources.
	Superficial argument that refers to few sources and tends mostly towards description.

Some communication in more than one form, with some relevance to purpose.

	E
	Some awareness of aspects of the ancient world in the context of the topics covered.

Attempted description of attitudes, beliefs, and values in the ancient world.
	Some identification and use of source materials.

Limited application of any skills of historical literacy or acknowledgment of sources.
	Attempted description based on information from one or more sources.

Brief communication, with limited relevance.


Communication


Communicates clearly and coherently, with relevance to context, purpose, audience , here and throughout this history essay.





Research and Analysis


Selects, critically analyses and synthesizes  secondary literary sources in an astute manner, e.g. critical analysis of interpretations over time, taking into account scientific understanding.





Research and Analysis


Considered selection of secondary sources which support the preceding statement but without analysis or synthesis of evidence on which the quotes are based, e.g. carbon dating data.





Research and Analysis


Summary of analysis is astute.





Knowledge and Understanding


Reflection on attitudes, beliefs and values related to Stonehenge, supported by carefully selected examples, is discerning and well-informed.





Research and Analysis


Consistent and accurate acknowledgement of a range of secondary sources, including books and online sources. 





Additional comments


Knowledge and understanding of diverse theories about the building of the Stonehenge monuments shows depth


Consistent application of selected skills of historical literacy including; historical concepts; contention and contestability; recognition of scientific findings; reasoning, synthesis and interpretation. Accurate acknowledgment of secondary sources is evident (although in-text referencing is inconsistent)


Clear, informed persuasive argument


Selection, critical analysis and synthesis of sources varies from astute to considered, so is overall well-considered.
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