STAGE 2 COMMUNITY STUDIES
ASSESSMENT TYPE 2: REFLECTION

Student Response 1 
I investigated modern farming management, with an emphasis on beef and dairy cattle for my community activity. I presented my findings in an A4 bound booklet.

Although I live on a dairy farm, through this activity I have learnt about a wide range of aspects about farming I was previously not aware of. For example what beef cattle breeds (the Murray Grey) are best suited for the rainfall and grazing conditions in my area and also provide quality meat at the consumer end. Similarly that the distinctive black and white Friesian breed is the world’s highest producing dairy animal. Interviewing a farmer also gave me an insight into the daily challenges of food production and economical farm practices like building a new, modern herringbone style dairy during the day and still keep up night-time and early morning milking schedules. Another example is the efficiency of using Artificial Insemination that increases productivity but also means the farmer has to attend classes, usually at night, to learn how to use this technique on his own herd.
I did extensive research, and took the time to learn as well as take in information, including going to the Stock Yards and field days to get first hand information. My expert, family and friends who live on the land have helped me by reading through my drafts and giving me feedback on what they thought.

At times it was difficult to take photos of what was happening on the farm each week as it was a very wet winter and many of my photos turned out to be too dark. I overcame this by taking the photos anyhow and then putting in extra information about the weather conditions and how this affects the industry. Typical of farmers it was sometimes difficult to meet with my expert as there are things that must be reacted to immediately, like calving or lambing. I tried to plan by making an appointment a week in advance or choosing an evening when most farmers are doing their paperwork. 
I chose the capabilities of learning and personal development and these were what I was most pleased about. Over the course of the activity my time management has improved in a very good way. I really enjoyed working on my own in a quiet place as I know I work to my full potential when I do this and there are no other students to distract me, this is one of my strengths to work well independently. It meant that I worked at a steady pace the entire time. At the end of each lesson I did my evidence for my folio and tried to then plan the next things to do in my contract. This way it helped me keep up to date, have a good routine and not get too stressed.  I kept up to date with my school work and have had a good balance with some social time. Doing this investigation has helped me stay motivated and organised in other subjects as well as I found I was also planning ahead of time what to do and when. I really liked that this subject is a very different learning experience as it got me out in the community to meet and interact with people.
Interestingly, probably because I knew all the detail in my booklet from constant editing and reading it, I was really confident with my presentation. It helped also that the people who I invited were interested in the investigation, my booklet and the photos I had on the screen. 
Probably one further thing I also learnt was that in the future I do not want to be a farmer as there are too many things that cannot be controlled and the workload is just huge without profits reflecting this time commitment. 

I am dyslexic which means that I rely heavily on spell checking everything I write. There are words that don’t come up, though, so it was good to have friends and parents who would read through my work. I really enjoyed the creativity of putting the booklet together and setting out information in a logical and easy to read format, like including headings and sub-headings. I also wanted to have specific photos for each section to illustrate and provide extra visual information to my writing. While maths did not feature constantly in my work, I was able to calculate the areas of the farm used for dairy, beef, cropping and sheep as well as investigating rainfall and things like the costs to buy and sell stock on particular days and the comparative costs of what a farmer sells milk for and what people buy it for in a supermarket. I found that it is essential to keep accurate and up-to-date genetic records of all stock as well as all expenditure for yearly budgeting purposes. All are extra tasks on top of the daily farming requirements. 
Looking back, I would like to have included more photos in my final booklet to make it visually more effective and also to have made it look more professional with a border for each page.

The feedback I received was very positive and constructive. My expert liked the research I did and suggested that I could have interviewed more beef farmers to gain greater information about this aspect of my investigation. I think this would have added more depth to this section of my investigation. Comments from the presentation were also positive, about the quality of my work.

The comment I was most pleased about was that I gave a ‘true insight into life on a dairy farm’ as it meant that I had shown the diversity and complexity of farming. 
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Community Studies

	
	Planning and Organisation
	Communication and Interaction
	Fulfilment of Contract of Work
	Reflection

	A
	Focused planning and exploration, and purposeful development of a contract of work with challenging and achievable individual goals, and clear strategies for completing the contract.

Insightful identification of existing knowledge and skills, including literacy and numeracy skills, and new knowledge and skills to be developed.

Thorough exploration of relevant capabilities and clear identification of one or more capabilities for focused development.
	Proactive interaction with community contact(s), which includes inviting and responding to feedback to enhance the community activity and achieve goals.

Extensive and clear presentation of a record of evidence, including comprehensive reporting on the progress of the community activity against individual goals, and clear and focused development of one or more relevant capabilities. 

Purposeful, insightful, and clear presentation of the community activity and its outcome to a community audience, using relevant knowledge and skills.
	Completion of all work in a contract

Well-planned, organised, and significant practical action in the local or wider community.

Perceptive selection of a variety of appropriate sources, and application of highly relevant ideas and information to inform the community activity.

Focused and productive development and application of a range of specific knowledge, skills, and capabilities to efficiently and thoughtfully complete work in the contract.

Highly efficient and productive independent work and, where relevant, thoughtful and worthwhile contributions to shared learning situations.
	In-depth evaluation and review of ongoing progress of the wider community activity against individual goals, with frequent justification of choices and actions in relation to the goals and purpose of the community activity.

Insightful reflection on the development of knowledge and skills, including the selected capability or capabilities, and their application to the community activity.

Explicit and insightful reflection on the value of the community activity to the student and to others. 

	B
	Well-considered planning and exploration, and logical development of a contract of work with challenging and achievable individual goals, and several strategies for completing the contract.

Thoughtful identification of existing knowledge and skills, including literacy and numeracy skills, and new knowledge and skills to be developed.

Well-considered exploration of relevant capabilities and identification of one or more capabilities for focused development.


	Constructive interaction with community contact(s), which includes inviting and responding to feedback to assist the progress of the community activity.

Thorough presentation of a record of evidence, including reporting on the progress of the community activity against individual goals, and clear development of one or more relevant capabilities.

Clear and thorough presentation of the community activity and its outcome to a community audience, using relevant knowledge and skills.
	Completion of all work in a contract

Well-organised and appropriate practical action in the local or wider community.

Thoughtful selection of different appropriate sources and application of ideas and information relevant to the community activity.

Mostly productive development and use of specific knowledge, skills, and capabilities to thoughtfully complete work in the contract.

Mostly productive independent work and, where relevant, thoughtful contribution to shared learning situations.
	Some depth in evaluation and review of ongoing progress of the community activity against individual goals, with justification of choices and actions in relation to the goals and purpose of the community activity. 

Well-considered reflection on the development of knowledge and skills, including the selected capability or capabilities, and their application to the community activity.

Some depth in reflection on the value of the community activity to the student and to others.

	C
	Appropriate planning, exploration, and development of a contract of work, with achievable individual goals, some of which are challenging, and a small number of strategies for completing the contract.

Appropriate identification of existing knowledge and skills, including literacy and numeracy skills, and new knowledge and skills to be developed.

Considered exploration of some aspects of relevant capabilities and identification of one or more capabilities for focused development.
	Appropriate interaction with community contact(s), which includes inviting feedback, with responses often at a personal level.

Competent presentation of a record of evidence, including reporting on the progress of the community activity against individual goals, and appropriate development of one or more relevant capabilities.

Mostly clear and appropriate presentation of most aspects of the community activity and its outcome to an audience, using relevant knowledge and skills.
	Completion of all work in a contract

Mostly organised and appropriate practical action in the local or wider community.

Appropriate selection of sources and application of ideas and information relevant to the community activity.

Appropriate development and use of specific knowledge, skills and capabilities to complete work in the contract.

Generally productive independent work and, where relevant, generally productive contribution to shared learning situations.
	Competent review, with some evaluation, of ongoing progress of the community activity against individual goals, with some detail in sections.

Considered reflection on the development of knowledge and skills, including the selected capability or capabilities, and their application to the community activity.

Considered reflection on the value of the community activity to the student and to others.

	D
	With support, the setting of some achievable individual goals and identification of at least one strategy for a contract of work.

With support, identification of existing knowledge and skills, including literacy and numeracy skills, and new knowledge and skills to be developed.

Some identification of aspects of a capability and its relevance to the community activity.
	Some interaction with one or more community contacts and some attempts to seek feedback and respond to it.

Presentation of a record of evidence that reports on some aspects of progress in the community activity against individual goals, mainly in narrative, and shows some endeavour to develop one or more relevant capabilities.

Basic presentation of some aspects of the community activity to an audience.
	Completion of some work in a contract

Some elements of a planned practical action in the local or wider community.

Identification of some sources and use of some basic ideas and information.

Application of a few skills to attempt aspects of work in the contract.

Some engagement in independent work and, where relevant, some participation in shared learning situations.
	Some superficial review of aspects of ongoing progress of the community activity.

Some basic consideration of development of knowledge and skills, including the selected capability or capabilities, related to the community activity.

Some basic description of the value of the community activity to the student.

	E
	With support, identification of some individual goals for a contract of work, and recognition of the need to identify strategies.

Recognition, with prompting, of existing knowledge or skills, and/or literacy or numeracy skills, and knowledge or skill to be developed.

Emerging awareness of the capabilities and their relevance.
	Intermittent interaction with one or more community contacts. 

Report on an aspect of progress in the community activity against individual goals, mainly using description of attempted learning, and isolated attempts to develop one or more relevant capabilities. 

Description, without presentation, of the community activity to an audience.
	Completion of a limited amount of work in a contract

Limited elements of a practical action for a local or wider community activity. 

Identification of a source and attempt to use information or an idea from that source. 

Application of at least one skill to an aspect of work in the contract.

Emerging independent and, where relevant, group learning skills.
	Description of one aspect of progress, with limited detail.

With prompting, some limited consideration of the development of a skill (or an aspect of a capability) related to the community activity.

Brief description of the value of the community activity to the student.


Reflection (R2) Insightful  reflection on the development of knowledge and the learning capability.





Reflection (R2) Insightful  reflection on the development of knowledge and skills.





Reflection (R3) Explicit and insightful reflection on the value of the community activity to self.





Reflection (R2) Insightful  reflection on the development of the chosen capabilities.





Reflection (R3) Explicit and insightful reflection on the value of the community activity to self.





Reflection (R2) Insightful  reflection on the development of knowledge and skills.





Reflection (R3) Explicit and insightful reflection on the value of the community activity to others.
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