Stage 2 Religion Studies: 
Assessment Type 2 : Folio

Discursive Essay
“Knowing and Living the Dreaming provides a strong foundation for life in the twentieth century’”. 
Discuss this statement with reference to at least one Aboriginal Community
Knowing and living your Dreaming provides a strong foundation for life, as it not only embraces the creative past and ordering of the world, but it also has a great relevance to present and future Aboriginal existence. The Dreaming is absolutely essential to the way of life of Indigenous Australians, providing them a sense of meaning and identity, in both personal and communal ways. Through the research of various scholars, Stanner Edwards, Crotty and Crotty and Mayberry, the intricate nature of the Dreaming will be explored.

When viewing the Dreaming, we acknowledge the fact that it cannot be understood in the Western framework of time, 

“The Aboriginal concept of time in cyclical, rather than linear, where each generation can experience the present reality of the Dreaming” (Bill Edwards)

The term “foundation” can be described as “the basis of everything”. We can relate this to the “hub of the wheel”. This transcends everything in the Dreaming and all things are associated with it. Thus, it can be considered the “foundation” of the Dreaming.

Stanner’s three part understanding of the Dreaming refers to 

“a kind of narrative of things that once happened, a kind of character that still happens, and a kind of logos or principle of order that transcends everything significant about Aboriginal man.”

Stanner acknowledges that his attempted definition of the Dreaming cannot be fully understood among Western religious culture and experience.

Aboriginal Dreaming stories provide Indigenous Australians with a model for life. It gives them a pattern for the daily round of social, political, economical, cultural and ritual activities. It shapes how they hunt, gather, punish offenders and relate to others. This is because the Ancestor Beings were thought to have behaved in this way, and have left examples to be followed. 

In the Dreaming of the Ngurrinderi people, the people of the Lakes, Coorong and Murray Mouth, Ngurrinderi were the shaper of land, laws and creatures. The story begins with Ngurrinderi fishing in his canoe, while looking for his two wives who had run away after a quarrel. He spots Pondi, a giant Murray Cod and tries to spear him. Escaping, Pondi created cliffs with his tail, which became the mighty Murray River.

Pondi is eventually caught, cut up into many pieces, each becoming a new species of fish. One night, Ngurrinderi smelt Boney Bream cooking. This fish was forbidden to women, so he knew it was his two wives. As his two wives escaped to Kangaroo Island, he called out in a voice of thunder for the sea levels to rise, drowning them. They then became the Pages Islands. Mourning his two wives, Ngurrinderi dived into the ocean, prepared his spirit, rose from the waters, and entered the Spirit World. In this story, we learn how the species of fish were created, how the Murray River was formed, and the origin of the Pages Islands. This correlates with Stanner’s “narrative” aspect of the Dreaming – which refers to the story of Indigenous cosmology – the formation of the land and creatures trough the activities of the Ancestor Beings during the “creative” era. The Ancestor Beings created the physical and animal world, thus creating a way of life for Aboriginal Australians.

Paralleling the idea of Stanner’s point of “narrative” is Crotty and Crotty’s understanding of “the beginning of all things”, while also answering Mayberry’s existential question “Where did we come from?” Also from the Ngurrinderi group’s story, we learn that women are forbidden to eat bream. This correlates with Stanner’s charter aspect of the Dreaming, which refers to the story of Indigenous cosmology – how the universe became an ordered system through the activities of the Ancestor Beings during the creative era. Crotty and Crotty’s understanding of “rules for living” and “connection back to the creative era” is associated here, and answers Mayberry’s existential question “What are we doing here?”
In the “Eagle and the Crows” story of the Adnyamanathana people, the people of the northern Flinders Ranges, we learn the eagle Wildu has two nephews. Wildu has two wives who are meant to belong to his nephews. Also, Wildu was always telling his nephews what to do. This angered them, so in revenge, they set up a rat’s nest full of spikes as a trap. Wildu jumped on it, cutting his feet, and he flew off to find a place to die. As his nephew and the other birds were having a corroboree, Wildu’s two wives went off to search for him. Finding his body, they revived him. Wildu then told his wives to gather all the birds and animals into a cave. When a storm came, he lit a fire in the cave. All the animals and his two wives escaped unharmed, but the birds were burnt. This is how the birds got their colours. In this story, we learn how the birds got their colours, and how the eagle’s feet are what they are today. This relates to Stanner’s “narrative” aspect of the Dreaming. We also learn how nephews should respect the uncles, the hierarchical system of a group, and who can marry who. This relates with Stanner’s “charter” aspect. The idea of “charter” is significant in this essay, as it sets a way of life for one to follow.

The importance of the Aboriginal cyclical concept of time is outlined in these stories. In living out the “charter”, Indigenous Australians become one with the Ancestor Beings. The activities of the Ancestor Beings are not seen as belonging to the ancient past, but is as real within the present moment. Therefore, knowing and living the Dreaming provides a strong foundation for life in the twenty-first century. This is evident in the conduct of rituals.

For Aboriginal people, rituals provide a present reality for the performer, through re-enactments and daily living. The performer not only re-enacts the events of the past, but they become that spiritual being. The Aboriginal cyclic concept of time manifests itself here, providing a strong foundation for life from the creative era.

Aboriginal Australians believe that the same spiritual forces that brought them here shaped the land and still inhabit it; they are still present, but in another form. Each landform is a visible sign of a crucial event dating back to the creative epoch of the Dreaming. This can be described as the term “totemism” – the association of a local group and an Ancestor Being in which they share common descent. This shared descent gives the local group the rights to use the resources of the land, and the obligations to care for it. Therefore all forms of life are bounded by the Dreaming, and knowing the Dreaming provides a strong foundation for the life in the present era.

In conclusion, knowing and living the Dreaming provides a strong foundation for life in the twenty-first century through the Dreaming stories. The Aboriginal concept of time is cyclical rather than linear, so all generations can experience the creative era of the Dreaming, through re-enacting the events of the creative era and applying the aspects of the “narrative” and “charter”, the participant becomes one with the Ancestor Beings, giving them examples on how Aboriginal Australians should live their lives.


Performance Standards for Stage 2 Religion Studies

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Application
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Reflection

	A
	Insightful explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Clear and in-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Sustained and logical development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including highly productive use of inquiry skills.
Insightful and appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualities in local and global contexts.

In-depth investigation and detailed explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena.

Well-informed, clear, and well-structured communication, and well-reasoned presentation of conclusions.
	Perceptive and critical analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

In-depth and well-informed analysis of the various ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.
Insightful and critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.
	Insightful and critical reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed and perceptive consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.
Well-informed and perceptive exploration of the relevance of religions and spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	B
	Well-considered explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Mostly clear and detailed knowledge and well-informed understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Clear development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including productive use of inquiry skills.

Well-considered and appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualities in local and global contexts.

Some depth of investigation and accurate explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena.

Mostly well-informed, clear and structured communication, and reasoned presentation of conclusions. 
	Clear and critical analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

Detailed and well-informed analysis of the various ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Considered and critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.
	Thoughtful and critical reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed exploration of the relevance of religions and spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	C
	Some considered explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Generally relevant knowledge and informed understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Competent development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including generally productive use of inquiry skills.

Appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualities in local and global contexts.

Competent investigation and explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena. Explanation may include some inaccuracies.

Generally informed, clear, and structured communication, with some reasoned conclusions. 
	Generally clear analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

Informed analysis of some of the ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Some critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality, tending towards description.
	Considered reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Generally informed consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Informed exploration of the relevance of religions or spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	D
	Description of aspects of more than one religious belief, perspective, or experience, within or across tradtitions.

Identification and some consideration of one or more religious and/or spiritual ideas, concepts, or issues in a selected source or sources.
	Application of aspects of an investigation method, including inconsistent use of some inquiry skills.

Application of some basic knowledge of religions or spiritualities in local and global contexts.

Partial investigation and explanation of aspects of religious and spiritual phenomena, with limited detail and some inaccuracies.

Disjointed and partly informed communication, with inclusion of some summary comments.
	Description and some attempted analysis or consideration of aspects of religious or spiritual ideas, concepts and issues, with partial reference to sources.

Description and some attempted analysis or consideration of one or more ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, events or attitudes.

Some recognition and description of definitions of religion or spirituality.
	Some reflection on the personal significance of religions or spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Some basic consideration and description of the social significance of a religion or spirituality in a traditional and contemporary society.

Partial exploration of the relevance of religions or spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	E
	Identification of one or more beliefs, perspectives, or experiences, in a religious tradition.

Limited consideration of any religious or spiritual ideas, concepts, or issues in a selected source.
	Attempted application of aspects of an investigation method, including identification of one or more sources of information.

Attempted application of some emerging awareness of religions or spiritualities.

Communication of some awareness of a religious phenomenon.

Attempted communication of limited information.
	Attempted description of a religious or spiritual idea, concept, or issue, with limited reference to any sources of information.

Description of limited aspects of religion or spirituality in Australia.

Listing of some definitions of religion or spirituality.
	Recognition of the personal significance of an aspect of religion or spirituality in traditional or contemporary societies.

Limited consideration of the social significance of religions or spiritualities in traditional or contemporary societies.

Attempted exploration of an aspect of the relevance of religion or spirituality in contemporary Australia.


Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates clear and in-depth knowledge and understanding of the central spiritual concept of the Dreaming.





Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates insightful explanation of different spiritual perspectives and beliefs about the Dreaming.





Critical Reflection


Demonstrates convincing and well-informed consideration and explanation of the social significance of spiritual tradition in Aboriginal society. 





Critical Analysis and Evaluation


Perceptive critical analysis and evaluation of religious ideas and concepts in selected sources. 





Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates clear and in-depth knowledge and understanding of the spiritual ideas in some selected sources. 





Critical Analysis and Evaluation


In-depth and well informed critical analysis of the ways in which spirituality is influenced by socio-cultural and historical attitudes. 





Critical Reflection


Convincing, well-informed and perceptive exploration of spirituality in contemporary Aboriginal society. 





Investigation and Application


Well informed, clear, well structured and well reasoned conclusion.





Additional comments


A review of the student’s essay provides evidence of:


sustained and logical development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including highly productive use of inquiry skills (Investigation and Application)


well-informed, clear and well-structured communication and well-reasoned presentation of conclusions throughout the essay. (Investigation and Application)


insightful and critical reflection of the personal significance of spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies. (Critical Reflection)
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