Stage 2 English Studies 2011

Show how David Guterson uses the technique of recurring symbols to reinforce ideas, values and beliefs in Snow Falling on Cedars.


David Guterson in “Snow Falling on Cedars” uses a range of symbols to reinforce ideas about prejudice and war. He illustrates the cultural divide in a small, American fishing community, San Piedro through the symbol of a Cedar Tree. Guterson then demonstrates to the reader the community’s lack of justice because of their racism through the symbol of the courtroom while an omnipresent storm is used by the author to demonstrate the conflict in the community. Guterson also explores the effects of war as he follows his characters overcoming their experiences of World War Two. The symbol of Ishmael’s amputated arm is used by the author to show the physical and emotional damage caused by conflict. Guterson in his text uses recurring symbols to develop ideas making them clearer to his audience.

San Piedro is a community which is plagued by xenophobia as the Japanese immigrants are not accepted by the white Americans. To demonstrate the gulf in the society Guterson frequently uses the symbol of a Cedar Tree. It is in this tree that the teenage relationship of Hatsu, a Japanese girl and Ishmael, an American is presented . Hatsu and Ishmael can only meet in the Cedar Tree because to the society their relationship is unacceptable. In the tree they speak “of everything’ as it’s the only place they can be together. This symbol is used by Guterson to show the cultural divide in the community because it is only in the natural setting of the Cedar tree, away from the town and farms, that their relationship can develop. The use of a natural setting by Guterson emphasises the organicness of their relationship as Guterson shows the two characters to be above the town’s xenophobia, rather they allow their emotions to be free of prejudice. This symbol is used by the author to reinforce the notion of racism to the reader as Guterson shows the division in society. 


The society Guterson depicts is grounded not on justice, equality and fairness but on “irrational fears.” This develops a community which has no respect for the law which is illustrated through the court room. This is symbolic of both the conflict in the community and their lack of justice. The adversorial nature of the trial which continues through the book, shows the reader the conflict in the community as two clear forces emerge – the Anglo-Saxons, represented by the prosecution, and the persecuted Japanese minority, represented by the defence. The courtroom itself evolves into a symbol of the society’s insularity and anachronistic ideals. The courtroom is described by Guterson as having” scuffed tables” and being” rundown as far as small courtrooms go”, creating an image of an uncared for courthouse as the community is not concerned with justice. Symbolism of the court house is used to accentuate the conflict in the community and its refusal to accept fairness and justice, reinforcing the society’s prejudiced ideals.

Throughout the text Guterson describes “ Snow Falling on Cedars” as he shows a storm attacking the island. There is a storm in the islanders hearts and this physical storm is a representation of the destruction occurring in people’s hearts and minds. At the conclusion of the prosecution’s case, a case based on racism, the storm reaches its most destructive point as the power is cut, symbolising the destruction to the community the racism is causing. Slowly as the defence presents its case the storm reduces in intensity as the islanders slowly begin to understand their errors. When Ishmael drives into the town with evidence to free the accused Japanese man, the storm has stopped however trees have fallen over and cars remain broken. Guterson alludes to the audience that even though the community is overcoming its xenophobia, scars of their past will remain. The storm is symbolic of that conflict as it is a physical representation of their behaviour.
Guterson uses the symbol of the storm to illustrate that the community’s racism is of their own cause. This notion is shown by the trial judge when he says” The storm … is beyond our control but the outcome of this trial is not.” The reader sees through the contrast with the symbol, that the characters’ racism is firstly something, unlike the storm, which they can control and secondly that is their own fault. Guterson uses this contrast to reinforce that ”accident controls every corner of the universe except the chambers of the human heart. ” The storm is therefore by accident while the town’s prejudice is of their own making. 


Through the novel Guterson explores the effects of war. He uses Ishmael’s amputated arm which he lost on a “ ship’s opperating table” to demonstrate the psychological pain of war and its physical effects. The arm is an omnipresent reminder to the reader of the effects of war “The arm was a grim thing” and through the text Guterson uses the omnipresent ugly image of the arm to show the pain endured by ex- servicemen. As the reader watches Ishmael struggling to live with the arm Guterson reinforces to them the lifelong effects of war. War’s emotional effects are also shown through the arm as Guterson depicts Ishmael refusing people’s sympathy and telling Hatsu “ the Japs did it” to demonstrate how war catalyases racism. The symbol of the arm allows Guterson to reinforce to the reader the issues war causes. 


Snow Falling on Cedars” is rich in recurring symbols as Guterson uses them to develop notions of racism and war. The symbol of the Cedar Tree, court house and storm accentuate to the reader the conflict in the community and show how the community is also enduring an emotional and values storm. Ishmael’s amputated arm highlights to the audience the effects, both physical and emotional of war. Symbolism is used as a technique by Guterson to accentuate the readers understanding of concepts. Recurring symbols are employed to reinforce ideas about prejudice, conflict and war.
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 English Studies

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	A
	Knowledge and understanding of a wide range of ways in which authors use stylistic features and language techniques to communicate complex and familiar ideas, and to influence the reader’s response. 

Detailed knowledge and understanding of the ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar and unfamiliar texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which creators and readers of familiar and unfamiliar texts use a range of textual conventions to make meaning. 
	Analysis of complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar and unfamiliar texts.

In comparative exercises, a perceptive analysis of connections between texts, based on analysis and synthesis of similarities and/or differences.

Perceptive analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar and unfamiliar texts.
	Use of a wide range of language skills and techniques to create sophisticated and coherent texts that address the meaning and intention of the task.

In comparative exercises, a perceptive recognition of connections between texts, through responses that integrate discussion of texts and move easily between them.

Detailed and appropriate use of evidence from texts to support responses, with textual references incorporated fluently in discussion.

Skills in using the textual, structural, and conventional features of text types for a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts, audiences, and purposes.
	Fluent and precise writing and speaking, using appropriate style and structure for a range of mainly unfamiliar audiences and contexts. 

Appropriate use of form and register to convey mostly complex meaning in a range of unfamiliar contexts.



	B
	Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which authors use stylistic features and language techniques to communicate complex and familiar ideas, and to influence the reader’s response.
Knowledge and understanding of some ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which creators and readers of mainly familiar texts use some textual conventions to make meaning.
	Analysis of some complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.

In comparative exercises, a clear analysis of connections between texts, based on analysis of similarities and/or differences.

Analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.
	Use of a range of language skills and techniques to create clear and coherent texts that address the meaning and intention of the task.

In comparative exercises, recognition of connections between texts, through responses that compare and contrast texts in an integrated way.

Appropriate use of evidence from texts to support responses, with textual references incorporated in discussion.
Skills in using some of the textual, structural, and conventional features of text types for a range of mainly familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts, audiences, and purposes.
	Mostly fluent and precise writing and speaking, using appropriate style and structure for a range of mostly familiar audiences and contexts. 

Appropriate use of form and register to convey complex and simple meaning in a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

	C
	Knowledge and understanding of a narrow range of ways in which authors use stylistic features and language techniques to communicate mainly familiar ideas, and to influence the reader’s response.

Knowledge and understanding of some ideas, values, and beliefs in mainly familiar texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of some of the ways in which creators and readers of a range of familiar texts use textual conventions to make simple or factual meaning.
	Analysis of simple connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts.

In comparative exercises, analysis of connections between texts, based on some understanding of similarities and/or differences.

Descriptive analysis of a number of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar texts.
	Use of language skills and techniques to create texts that address the meaning and intention of the task.

In comparative exercises, recognition of some connections between texts, through responses that compare and contrast texts, usually in a sequential rather than an integrated way.

Competent use of evidence from texts to support responses, with some use of textual references in discussion.

Skills in using some of the textual, structural, and conventional features of some text types for familiar contexts, audiences, and purposes.
	Generally fluent and functional writing and speaking, using appropriate style and structure for familiar audiences and contexts. 

Appropriate use of form and register to convey simple meaning in a narrow range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

	D
	Knowledge and restricted understanding of some simple stylistic features and language techniques used by authors to communicate mainly familiar ideas, and to influence the reader’s response. 

Knowledge and understanding of some familiar ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of a restricted number of ways in which creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use some textual conventions to make simple or factual meaning. 
	Reference to simple connections between uncomplicated personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts.

In comparative exercises, answers that make partial comparisons and contrasts.

Reference to some ways in which authors use a narrow range of language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar texts.
	Use of some language skills and techniques to create texts that partly address the meaning and intention of the task.

In comparative exercises, some awareness of connections between texts, through partial responses that mainly deal with texts separately.

Some use of evidence from texts to support a response, with use of a narrow range of textual references.

Skills in using some of the textual, structural, or conventional features of a text type for a familiar context, audience, or purpose.
	Achievement of a level of fluency in writing and speaking, in a mainly appropriate style.

Occasionally appropriate use of form and/or register to convey simple meaning in familiar contexts.

	E
	Knowledge and understanding of a restricted range of simple stylistic features and language techniques used by authors to communicate familiar ideas, and to influence the reader’s response.

Identification of an idea, a value, or a belief in familiar texts.

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which a creator or reader of a highly familiar text uses textual conventions to make factual meaning. 
	Recognition of a simple connection between a straightforward personal, experience, idea, value, or belief, and that explored in a highly familiar text.

In comparative exercises, answers that make a simple comparison or contrast.

Reference to the way in which an author uses language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in a highly familiar text.
	Attempted use of a restricted range of language skills and/or techniques to create a text or texts that attempt to address the meaning or intention of the task.

In comparative exercises, identification of limited connections between texts, through fragmented responses that deal with texts separately.

Restricted use of evidence from texts to support a simple response, with limited textual reference.

Skills in using the textual, structural, or conventional features of a text type for a highly familiar context, audience, or purpose.
	Emerging development of fluency in an occasionally appropriate style.

Occasionally appropriate use of form and register to convey literal meaning in highly familiar contexts.


Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates knowledge of some of the ideas explored in the text (e.g. prejudice and war); references to symbols respond appropriately to the question.





Knowledge and Understanding


Exploration of the symbol of the cedar tree demonstrates understanding of ways authors use symbolism to communicate complex ideas.





Analysis


Demonstrates analysis of the use of symbolism to influence readers. this is supported by the appropriate use of evidence from the text in the form of direct quotes and reference to specific events such as the court case.








Knowledge and Understanding


Recognition of the role of the author demonstrates knowledge of the author’s use of  recurring symbols to influence the reader’s response.








Communication


Demonstrates mostly fluent and precise writing with appropriate use of form and register to convey complex and simple meaning. 





Application


Appropriate use of quotes from the novel, with textual references incorporated throughout the discussion.





Application


Consistent paragraphing and the use of topic sentences demonstrate skills in the use of structural features.





A concise conclusion reiterates the response to question and demonstrates skills in the use of appropriate structure for purpose.
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