Text Production: Expository Writing

Have we replaced hard-hitting journalism with mindless gossip?

Celebrity gossip, Paris Hilton. Sport, Wayne Carey. Celebrity gossip, Britney Spears. Sport, Ben Cousins. Buried on page 35 of the Sunday Mail, this generation's most infamous human-rights abuser, Zimbabwe’s President Robert Mugabe. Have we become so self-indulgent that we live in our own microcosm? This is not to say that I do not enjoy reading ' Who' occasionally; but Perez Hilton's celebrity blog is not my homepage. If we were to simply read a blog, watch commercial news or read Australia's largest selling magazine, we would be hard-pressed to find little, if any, information on world issues. The sad reality is that it requires a tragic natural disaster before our media realises there are other world issues of more importance than Hollywood or the sporting arena. Frankly, who gave any regard to the pervasive government or military junta of Burma, before the devastating cyclone? Or the Free Aceh Movement before the 2004 Tsunami? We have lost touch with the political, humanitarian and economic plights of nations other than Australia, the USA and the UK. Our focus has shifted to celebrity marriages, affairs, births, deaths and adoptions or the latest sports hero, drug abuser, tribunal or 'out-of hours' brawl.
Basic economic principles remind us that supply is determined by demand. Do we demand trivialism? Currently, Australia's number one selling magazine is Australia's Women's Weekly whilst Time Magazine is ranked 41st.1 This trend towards 'softer' material is further indicated by the closure of Australia's oldest magazine, The Bulletin. Media analyst Peter Cox stated "Quality journalism is an expensive product and it has low viewership and readership in Australia," 2 Media owners, producers and editors are dropping hard-hitting journalistic material in preference for celebrity gossip, lifestyle and sports stories as this is where the public are casting their 'dollar' votes. Our values have changed over the past decade, we are dictated by consumerism and intellectual debate is not highly valued. 

Public demand alone is not responsible for the trivialisation. Commercial television networks focus on providing programming to the 'largest audience’ to obtain advertising revenue and therefore larger profits. "Commercial television is not in the business of presenting programs...commercial television is quite simply in the business of aggregation and then selling audiences."   The commercial networks are primarily owned by Kerry Stokes (Seven Network), Izzy Asper (Ten Network) and James Packer (Nine Network - PBL).4 Rather than running shows relying on journalistic excellence, safe, profitable shows are run in their place. 
Technological development has also changed the face of the media. The internet globally, is at the forefront as a source of information, analysis and commentary. Despite fostering a global community, journalistic integrity has been compromised. Today any Tom, Dick, or Harry can write a 'blog* and it is classed as a publication. Opinions and attitudes can be posted within seconds regardless editorial integrity. Perez Hilton's blog has become a world-wide phenomenon with his own 'Australia' branch. An invitation posted on MySpace turned Corey Delaney, moronic party-boy, into a glorified 'hero' to youth worldwide; "News readers on other US TV networks, ABC and NBC, chuckled on air and shook their heads after they ran the story on their bulletins. "6 His news story, on the day of the event was the most downloaded story on the BBC and CNN websites. What has happened to the world's media when a teenager can claim world-wide news attention for hosting a gatecrashed party? Twenty years ago this type of behaviour would not have been a headline story let alone rate a mention in the domestic or international media.
We've replaced hard-hitting journalism with mindless gossip. Sadly celebrity gossip and sports news has greater appeal to all ages, demographics and across cultural boundaries. Entertainment has become more profitable than intellectual pursuits and consequently given rise to the increased volume. In the day and age of Arnold Schwarzenegger as the 'Governator' we have come to accept 'fluffy' journalism. Eleanor Roosevelt succinctly summed up the media, "Great minds discuss ideas; average minds discuss events; small minds discuss people."
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	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	A
	Detailed knowledge and understanding of the ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar and unfamiliar texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of familiar and unfamiliar texts use a range of language techniques and conventions to make meaning. 
Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar and unfamiliar texts are composed for a range of purposes and audiences.
	Analysis of complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar and unfamiliar texts.

Perceptive analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
	Use of a range of sophisticated language skills to analyse and solve simple and complex problems, and to demonstrate creativity.
Detailed and appropriate use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with textual references incorporated fluently in responses.
Location, recording, analysis, use, and synthesis of knowledge relevant to familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
	Fluent and precise writing and 
speaking. 

Use of appropriate style and structure for a range of mainly unfamiliar audiences and for varied purposes. 

	B
	Knowledge and understanding of some ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts. 
Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of mainly familiar texts use some language techniques and conventions to make meaning.

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which mainly familiar texts are composed for some purposes and audiences.
	Analysis of some complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.

Analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts.
	Use of a range of language skills to solve simple and complex problems, and to demonstrate creativity.
Use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with textual references incorporated in responses.
Location, recording, analysis, use, and occasional synthesis of knowledge relevant to mostly familiar contexts.
	Mostly fluent and precise writing and speaking.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a range of mostly familiar audiences and purposes. 


	C
	Knowledge and understanding of some simple ideas, values, or beliefs in familiar texts (e.g. identifies relevant information from a range of written texts).
Knowledge and understanding of a number of ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use some language techniques and conventions to make meaning (e.g. reads a range of texts, noting key differences of presentation and layout).

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for familiar purposes and audiences (e.g. identifies purpose and audience of texts).
	Analysis of simple connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts (e.g. explicitly connects new ideas/information with own knowledge, using techniques such as anecdotes and analogies).
Descriptive analysis of a number of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar contexts (e.g. recognises that the author selects the structure of a text to serve a particular purpose).
	Use of language skills to solve routine problems in familiar contexts or to demonstrate creativity (e.g. writes a short formal letter, outlining instructions for a particular purpose such as closing a bank account). 
Competent use of evidence from texts to support conclusions (e.g. reads short simple narrative of choice and discusses how text reflects author’s opinion).

Location, recording, and occasional analysis and use of knowledge relevant to a familiar context (e.g. reads and interprets diagrammatic/graphic texts that are unambiguously presented).
	Generally fluent and functional writing and speaking. 

Use of an appropriate style and structure for familiar audiences and purposes (e.g. produces a range of familiar text types, with appropriate structures; uses vocabulary with increasing precision to show how words carry particular shades of meaning).

	D
	Identification of some simple ideas, values, or beliefs in some familiar texts.

Knowledge and understanding of some of the ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use language techniques and conventions to make simple or factual meaning. 
Knowledge of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and familiar audiences.
	Reference to simple connections between uncomplicated personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts.
Reference to some ways in which authors of familiar texts use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar contexts. 
	Use of a restricted range of language skills to solve simple problems in familiar contexts or to demonstrate some creativity.
Some use of evidence from familiar texts to support conclusions. 
Location, recording, and use of factual knowledge relevant to a familiar context.
	A level of fluency in writing and speaking in personally relevant situations.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of familiar audiences and purposes.

	E
	Identification of a simple idea in a highly familiar text.
Knowledge and understanding of the way in which a creator or reader of a highly familiar text uses a language technique or convention to make factual meaning.

Knowledge of the ways in which highly familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and highly familiar audiences.
	Recognition of a simple connection between a straightforward personal experience, idea, value, or belief, and that explored in a highly familiar text.
Reference to the way in which an author uses language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in a highly familiar context.

	Use of a restricted range of language skills to solve simple problems in highly familiar contexts or to demonstrate creativity.
Some use of evidence from highly familiar texts to support a simple conclusion.
Location, recording, or use of factual knowledge relevant to a highly familiar context.
	Beginning of development of fluent writing and speaking in personally relevant situations.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of highly familiar audiences and purposes.


Performance Standards for Stage 1 English

Knowledge and Understanding


Indicates an understanding of ways texts are composed for different purposes and audiences e.g. highly appropriate use of quotes and statistics to support conclusions.





Application


Uses a range of language skills to analyse problems and issues in a sophisticated way e.g. use of topic sentences that encapsulate points and provide cohesion, paragraphs that provide supporting details.








Communication


Uses fluent and precise writing with evidence of sophisticated vocabulary, emotive and descriptive language to persuade the reader.





Text Annotation


Although the task does not stipulate the use of sources, this student has shown evidence of researching this topic in order to effect an authoritative voice and thereby achieving the purpose.








Communication


Uses appropriate style and structure for mainly unfamiliar audiences for specific purpose e.g. use of rhetorical questions engage the reader in the topic, positioning them to accept the writer’s opinion, use of 3rd person involves the reader in this issue. 





Application


Shows evidence of locating, recording, using, analysing and synthesising knowledge relevant to the context throughout the response.
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