STAGE 2 RELIGION STUDIES

ASSESSMENT TYPE 1: SOURCES ANALYSIS

Purpose:  
To apply knowledge and understanding of religion to sources, in response to set questions.
Task: 

1. Read the set of 3 sources and respond to the following questions. 

a) What different kinds of rituals are suggested in source 1? 
b) ‘Sacred rituals provide a sense of community.’
Discuss this statement with reference to both source 2 and source 3, as well as to your studies this year.  
c)
Drawing on all three sources and your studies this year, discuss and evaluate evidence for the distinction between ‘the sacred’ and ‘the profane’. 

	Assessment Design Criteria

	Knowledge and Understanding

The specific features are as follows:

KU1
Explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences within and across traditions.

KU2
Knowledge and understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

Investigation and Application

The specific features are as follows:

IA1
Development and application of appropriate methods of investigation, including use of inquiry skills.

IA2
Application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualities in local and global contexts.

IA3
Investigation and explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena.

IA4
Clarity of communication, including presentation of conclusions.

Analysis and Evaluation 

The specific features are as follows:

AE1
Analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

AE2
Analysis of how religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

AE3
Critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.

Reflection 

The specific features are as follows:

R1
Reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

R2
Consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

R3
Exploration of the relevance of religions and spiritualities in contemporary Australia.




Assessment conditions: 

Your response to questions should be a maximum of 1000 words if written or a maximum of 6 minutes if oral, or the equivalent in multimodal form.
	The following are a range of comments on different behaviours:

•
They dress up in team colours for the football every Saturday.

	•
They have a ritual of washing their hands before meals.

	•
The Hindu washed in the sacred Ganges River.

	•
The soldiers marched in full uniform past the memorial.

	•
The child had water poured over her head and was named.

	•
The young couple exchanged their marriage vows.

	•
The Muslim bowed in prayer in submission to God.

	•
The penguins danced the rituals of courtship.


SOURCE 1
SOURCE 2

Ritual dragon dance during the celebration of the Buddhist New Year
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SOURCE 3

	Religious communities often engage in rituals. These seem to involve a consistent pattern of behaviour, usually accompanied by a form of words, with the intention of engaging the sacred in human life. They take many forms:

	prayer rituals; rites of passage that mark the important transitions during the life cycle; rituals intended to bring the benefits of healing or protection;

pilgrimages to sacred sites; rituals that calm down dangerous spirits or other threatening forces.

	Rituals are often based on a major event established in the mythic or

legendary past of the religious group, and the story of this event may be

recounted during the ritual. This event often determines what actions should be performed and what objects should be used in the ritual, as well as the form of words that accompany the ritual. Sometimes, people are set aside as special performers, and places are set aside as sacred places.

	The repeated performance of rituals brings a group of people together,

providing them with a sense of identity and meaning.


QUESTIONS

(a) What different kinds of ritual are suggested in Source 1?
(6 marks)
(b) ‘Sacred rituals provide a sense of community.’

Discuss this statement with reference to both Source 2 and Source 3, as well as to your studies this year.
(10 marks)
(c) Drawing on all three sources and your studies this year, discuss and evaluate evidence for the distinction between ‘the sacred’ and ‘the profane’.
(14 marks)
Performance Standards for Stage 2 Religion Studies

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Application
	Analysis and Evaluation
	Reflection

	A
	Insightful explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Clear and in-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Sustained and logical development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including highly productive use of inquiry skills.

Insightful and appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualities in local and global contexts.

In-depth investigation and detailed explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena.

Well-informed, clear, and well-structured communication, and well-reasoned presentation of conclusions.
	Perceptive and critical analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

In-depth and well-informed analysis of the various ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Insightful and critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.
	Insightful and critical reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed and perceptive consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed and perceptive exploration of the relevance of religions and spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	B
	Well-considered explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Mostly clear and detailed knowledge and well-informed understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Clear development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including productive use of inquiry skills.

Well-considered and appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualities in local and global contexts.

Some depth of investigation and accurate explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena.

Mostly well-informed, clear and structured communication, and reasoned presentation of conclusions. 
	Clear and critical analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

Detailed and well-informed analysis of the various ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Considered and critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality.
	Thoughtful and critical reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Well-informed exploration of the relevance of religions and spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	C
	Some considered explanation of different religious beliefs, perspectives, and experiences, within and across traditions.

Generally relevant knowledge and informed understanding of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.
	Competent development and application of appropriate investigation methods, including generally productive use of inquiry skills.

Appropriate application of knowledge and understanding of religions and spiritualities in local and global contexts.

Competent investigation and explanation of a range of religious and spiritual phenomena. Explanation may include some inaccuracies.

Generally informed, clear, and structured communication, with some reasoned conclusions. 
	Generally clear analysis of religious and spiritual ideas, concepts, and issues in selected sources.

Informed analysis of some of the ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, sociocultural, historical, and/or political events and attitudes.

Some critical evaluation of definitions of religion and spirituality, tending towards description.
	Considered reflection on the personal significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Generally informed consideration and explanation of the social significance of religions and spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Informed exploration of the relevance of religions or spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	D
	Description of aspects of more than one religious belief, perspective, or experience, within or across tradtitions.

Identification and some consideration of one or more religious and/or spiritual ideas, concepts, or issues in a selected source or sources.
	Application of aspects of an investigation method, including inconsistent use of some inquiry skills.

Application of some basic knowledge of religions or spiritualities in local and global contexts.

Partial investigation and explanation of aspects of religious and spiritual phenomena, with limited detail and some inaccuracies.

Disjointed and partly informed communication, with inclusion of some summary comments.
	Description and some attempted analysis or consideration of aspects of religious or spiritual ideas, concepts and issues, with partial reference to sources.

Description and some attempted analysis or consideration of one or more ways in which religion and spirituality in Australia have an impact on, and are influenced by, events or attitudes.

Some recognition and description of definitions of religion or spirituality.
	Some reflection on the personal significance of religions or spiritualities in traditional and contemporary societies.

Some basic consideration and description of the social significance of a religion or spirituality in a traditional and contemporary society.

Partial exploration of the relevance of religions or spiritualities in contemporary Australia.

	E
	Identification of one or more beliefs, perspectives, or experiences, in a religious tradition.

Limited consideration of any religious or spiritual ideas, concepts, or issues in a selected source.
	Attempted application of aspects of an investigation method, including identification of one or more sources of information.

Attempted application of some emerging awareness of religions or spiritualities.

Communication of some awareness of a religious phenomenon.

Attempted communication of limited information.
	Attempted description of a religious or spiritual idea, concept, or issue, with limited reference to any sources of information.

Description of limited aspects of religion or spirituality in Australia.

Listing of some definitions of religion or spirituality.
	Recognition of the personal significance of an aspect of religion or spirituality in traditional or contemporary societies.

Limited consideration of the social significance of religions or spiritualities in traditional or contemporary societies.

Attempted exploration of an aspect of the relevance of religion or spirituality in contemporary Australia.


Questions are structured to enable students to meet the specific features of the performance standards at all levels. 
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