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ASSESSMENT TYPE 3: COMMUNCIATION STUDY
PART 1
STUDENT RESPONSE


YEAR TWELVE ENGLISH COMMUNICATION
COMPARE AND CONTRAST TWO EXAMPLES OF MASS MEDIA
NAME:
DUE DATE:
LENGTH: UP TO 1000 WORDS 
COMMUNICATIONS STUDY
TASK: Look at the similarities and differences between Print News Reports (or Online) and Television News Reports.
1. Watch your choice of a TV current affairs programmes. You may choose to watch the ABC News, The 7.30 Report, Dateline, Channel7, Today Tonight, Channel 9, A Current Affair or The SBS News. 
2. Read The Advertiser, The Australian, The Weekend Australian and/or The Sydney Morning Herald. 
3. Pick a story which is dealt with in both forms of the media, which show some interesting contrasts. 
4. Compare their form, purpose, audience, language and social context, looking for similarities and difference. Discuss the structural, conventional and linguistic features of your chosen news report and the print newspaper article or online article. 
5. Consider which one you thought was most successful and valuable in illuminating your understanding of the issue or event. Why was it more successful? 
6. Make sure you include your written article or a photocopy of it showing the date. Also make sure you have mentioned when the TV report was aired and on what program in your introduction. 
You should: 
· demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the conventions (e.g. layout of text, register) of the two texts (KU1) 
· comment on the language techniques (e.g. figures of speech, word choice) and stylistic features (e.g. tone, irony, emotive language) used by the creators (KU2) 
· explain the effects of the language techniques and stylistic features on the reader or listener (KU4) 
· analyse the ways journalists use the conventions of written newspapers/online reports and television news programs to influence opinions (An1) 
· use evidence such as direct quotes, actions of characters, events, visuals in the two texts, to support your response (Ap2). 
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Both television and print or online media are leading mediums through which people obtain information in current society. Accordingly, local, national and international reports are conveyed daily through newspapers and news broadcasts so as to communicate and inform target audiences on various incidents concerning the public. On the 14th of September 2012, the ABC News televised the report titled 'Policy Blue' regarding Isobel Redmond's recent endeavours to clarify her remarks on 'slashing' the South Australian Public Sector vocations. On the following day, The Advertiser published the 'Labour launches let's get Redmond' article detailing the same issue. Although each report was published within twenty-four hours of each other, there are definite differences in their form, language, tone and purpose which ultimately affected the proficiency of communicating with their audiences.Communication 
Demonstrates fluent and precise writing using a formal style and appropriate structure for a comparative essay. Introduction clearly defines the key points to be discussed and identifies the texts to be compared.


Whilst anchor, Jessica Harmsen introduces the report on Redmond as the ABC News' 'headlining' story, the screen behind her depicts the Liberal leader of the Opposition overlooking Parliament House and the South Australian emblem. This picture conveys Redmond's powerful position in Parliament, however, the images are fractured and fragmented which parallel to that of Redmond's current leadership situation. In comparison, two journalists from The Advertiser cover the story by utilising two thirds of the newspaper's fifth page. One third of which portrays Redmond's face superimposed onto the World War One, US army recruiting figure Uncle Sam and features the text: "The Liberal Party Wants You ... Sacked!. Although both reports detail the story in a similar manner, it is The Advertiser's presentation of the article that strongly intrigues its readers due to the mocking of Redmond and the comparisons made between the Liberal Party and the unpopular recruiting campaign of the US Federal Government in World War One.Application
Detailed and appropriate use of evidence from texts, including direct quotes and descriptions of the images, to support responses.


The ABC News report begins with Harmsen's opening statement that: "The opposition leader says her job is safe despite a highly embarrassing back-track on a plan to slash at least 25,000 public servants". Interestingly, the language within the report is biased against Redmond even though the ABC Television Network is Government funded. This is clear through the use of words such as "highly embarrassing" and "slash public servants", as each has negative connotations attached to them. Furthermore, Redmond is made to look foolish and incompetent when Harmsen reads later in the report "The Government has intensified its attack on the liberal leader, suggesting she 'accidently' let slip a secret plan to slash and burn". Similarly, The Advertiser employs emotive language to cause a pessimistic reaction from readers towards Redmond's leadership of the Liberal Party through many language devices along with statements, including: "Ms Redmond has hinted at a far more savage agenda", "Liberal MPs and powerbrokers yesterday told The Advertiser her leadership was doomed", and "Liberals want to slash jobs and destroy the economy".Analysis
Perceptive analysis of a range of ways authors use the conventions of the news media such as using emotive language and headlines to influence opinions about politicians.

Knowledge and Understanding
Demonstrates knowledge and understanding of a wide range of ways (for example, colloquial language, tone, formal language, use of satire) to define and attract an audience.

The tone of such language used in the two reports is similar as both satirise Redmond and her 'foolish' mistakes, yet the linguistics vary in reference to each medium's target audience. Accordingly, the language utilised emphasises the differences between the two forms of media further. For example, in the ABC News report, correspondent Nick Harmsen and his comment "secret plan or stuff up... that's if she remains as opposition leader" stands out due to its colloquial nature. Consequently, due to its surprising, yet engaging manner, the report skilfully communicates with the ABC News' target audience which is inclusive of all individuals and their respective age, gender and sociocultural background. Whereas, The Advertiser's article does not waver from its use of formal language throughout the report as it aims to inform an educated target audience who desire a more in-depth understanding of the issue. Additionally, The Advertiser employs many literary devices, such as: assonance, alliteration, onomatopoeias, hyperboles and metaphors, as a means of enticing the reader to venture further into the biased article as the company is primarily focussed on sales and profits. 
With the ABC News and The Advertiser's incorporation of literary techniques, it is apparent that both reports aim to communicate with their audiences and influence opinions on the Liberal party and its leadership. Enhancing this further, the 'Policy Blue' television report has selectively edited clips as a means of conveying Redmond and the Liberals in a negative way. This is made clear through shots of Redmond wandering around the streets looking both flustered and confused, as well as footage of Liberal members' scuttling' away from the cameras without commenting on Redmond's leadership. Interestingly, these shots have neutral implications, yet once branded by Harmsen as 'showing no public display of support for Redmond' , appear negative and biased against their party's leader. This prejudiced outlook also completes the report with footage of Redmond hurrying away from the cameras and from Parliament House. Although The Advertiser's article also claims to contain quotations from Liberal members, none of the included statements are from reputable Liberals and instead are from anonymous sources, including: "one liberal strategist", "one liberal powerbroker" and "several aspiring candidates". Conversely, Labor state secretary Kyam Maher and his comment that Labor will now "use every opportunity to remind South Australians that the Liberals want to slash jobs and destroy the economy" concludes The Advertiser's article with an exceedingly negative passage that instils fear within readers. Ultimately, both manipulate their audience into ascertaining a very negative view on Redmond. Knowledge and Understanding
Knowledge and understanding of the ways television reports and print media articles use language techniques (for example, selective editing, camera shots, anonymous sources) to make a meaning.

While the ABC News has the ability to utilise additional mediums within their reports, such as; footage, sound and interviews, The Advertiser is only able to employ language and still images to entice its audience. Thus, the ABC News has a pre-determined advantage over The Advertiser due to its capability to stimulate viewers' visual and auditory senses. However, the 'Policy Blue' report fails to use this advantage competently. Illustrating this, although a low-angle shot of Redmond milking a cow conveys the Liberal Leader as manipulative and powerful, the footage along with Harmsen's pun "to squeeze states 100,000 strong public service", fundamentally just appears out of context. Knowledge and Understanding
Detailed and comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the ways the ABC News and The Advertiser are shaped by their conventions (for example, still images in print media, sound and moving images of television).

Comparatively, The Advertiser's article initially acquires the reader's attention with its formidable visuals and its placement in relation to the newspaper's layout. Consequently, the article continues to generate interest through the incorporation of facts, interviews, literary devices and the exaggeration of information. Thus, although the ABC News and The Advertiser both presented similar facts and a negative slant concerning the Redmond report, The Advertiser was superior in detailing this story by providing an intriguing account to attract its target audience. 

Performance Standards for Stage 2 English Communications
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	A
	Detailed and comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the ways in which a wide variety of texts are shaped by the conventions of a particular form of expression or communication.
Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which creators and readers of familiar and unfamiliar texts use a range of language techniques and strategies to make meaning.
Detailed knowledge and understanding of the ideas and themes in familiar and unfamiliar texts.
Knowledge and understanding of a wide range of ways of defining and attracting a target audience for familiar and unfamiliar texts and examples of communication.
	Perceptive analysis of a range of ways in which authors use the conventions of different text types to influence opinions and decisions in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
Analysis of complex connections between personal ideas, experiences, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar and unfamiliar texts.
Comprehensive and analytical understanding of the ideas, experiences, values, and beliefs explored in a range of familiar and unfamiliar texts.
	Use of a wide range of language skills and techniques to create sophisticated and coherent texts that address the meaning and intention of the task.
Detailed and appropriate use of evidence from texts to support responses, with textual references incorporated fluently.
Skills in using the structural, conventional, and textual features of text types for a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts, audiences, and purposes.
Versatile and creative production of texts for a variety of familiar and unfamiliar contexts, audiences, and purposes.
	Fluent and precise writing and speaking, using appropriate style and structure for a range of mainly unfamiliar audiences and contexts.
Appropriate use of language to convey mostly complex meaning in a range of unfamiliar contexts.

	B
	Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which a range of texts are shaped by the conventions of a particular form of expression or communication.
Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which creators and readers of mainly familiar texts use some language techniques and strategies to make meaning.
Knowledge and understanding of some ideas and themes in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.
Knowledge and understanding of a range of ways of defining and attracting a target audience for mainly familiar texts and examples of communication.
	Analysis of a range of ways in which authors use the conventions of different text types to influence opinions and decisions in familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts.
Analysis of some complex and simple connections between personal ideas, experiences, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.
Analytical understanding of the ideas, experiences, values, and beliefs explored in a range of familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.
	Use of a range of language skills and techniques to create clear and coherent texts that address the meaning and intention of the task.
Use of evidence from texts to support responses, with textual references incorporated.
Skills in using some of the structural, conventional, and textual features of text types for a range of mainly familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts, audiences, and purposes.
Production of texts for a variety of mainly familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts, audiences, and purposes.
	Mostly fluent and precise writing and speaking, using appropriate style and structure for a range of mostly familiar audiences and contexts.
Appropriate use of language to convey complex and simple meaning in a range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

	C
	Knowledge and understanding of some of the ways in which texts are shaped by the conventions of a particular form of expression or communication.
Knowledge and understanding of a number of ways in which creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use some language techniques and strategies to make meaning. 
Recounts of some of the ideas and themes in familiar texts.
Knowledge and understanding of a restricted range of ways of defining and attracting a target audience for familiar texts and examples of communication.
	Descriptive analysis of a number of ways in which authors use the conventions of different text types to influence opinions and decisions in familiar texts.
Analysis of simple connections between personal ideas, experiences, values, or beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts.
Analytical understanding of some ideas, experiences, values, and beliefs explored in a range of mainly familiar texts.
	Use of language skills and techniques to create texts that address the meaning and intention of the task. 
Competent use of evidence from texts to support responses, with some use of textual references.
Skills in using some of the structural, conventional, and textual features of some text types for familiar contexts, audiences, and purposes.
Production of texts for familiar contexts, audiences, and purposes.
	Generally fluent and functional writing and speaking, using appropriate style and structure for familiar audiences and contexts.
Appropriate use of language to convey simple meaning in a narrow range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

	D
	Knowledge and understanding of a limited number of ways in which texts are shaped by the conventions of a particular form of expression or communication.
Knowledge and understanding of some of the ways in which creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use language techniques and strategies to make simple or factual meaning. 
Identification of some of the ideas and themes in some familiar texts.
Knowledge and understanding of a way of defining and attracting a target audience for a familiar text or example of communication. 
	Reference to some ways in which authors use a range of the conventions of different text types to influence opinions and decisions in familiar texts.
Reference to simple connections between uncomplicated personal ideas, experiences, values, or beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts.
Analytical understanding of the ideas, experiences, values, or beliefs explored in a familiar text.
	Use of language skills and techniques to create texts that partly address the meaning and intention of the task.
Some use of evidence from texts to support responses, with restricted use of textual references.
Skills in using some of the structural, conventional, or textual features of a text type for a familiar context, audience, or purpose.
Production of a limited number of texts for highly familiar contexts, audiences, and purposes.
	Achievement of a level of fluency in writing and speaking in personally relevant situations, using appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of familiar audiences and contexts.
Occasionally appropriate use of language to convey simple meaning in familiar contexts.

	E
	Knowledge and understanding of a way in which a text is shaped by the conventions of a particular form of expression or communication.
Knowledge and understanding of the way in which a creator or reader of a highly familiar text uses a language technique or strategy to make factual meaning.
Identification of an idea or a theme in a familiar text.
Emerging development of knowledge and understanding of a way of defining and attracting a target audience for a highly familiar text or example of communication.
	Reference to the way in which an author uses the conventions of different text types to influence opinions and decisions in a highly familiar text.
Recognition of a simple connection between a straightforward personal idea, experience, value, or belief, and that explored in a highly familiar text.
Development of understanding of the ideas, experiences, values, or beliefs explored in a highly familiar text.
	Attempted use of a restricted range of language skills and/or techniques to create a text or texts that attempt to address the meaning or intention of the task.
Restricted use of evidence from texts to support a simple response, with textual reference.
Skills in using the structural, conventional, or textual features of a text type for a highly familiar context, audience, or purpose.
Production of a text for a highly familiar context, audience, and purpose.
	Emerging development of fluency in writing and speaking in personally relevant situations, using appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of highly familiar audiences and contexts.
Occasionally appropriate use of language to convey literal meaning in highly familiar contexts.



