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Modern History

2024 examination

Section 1: Essay (Question 1) 15 marks

Answer one proposition

Section 2: Sources Analysis (Question 2) 20 marks

Answer all parts of Question 2

Total time: 130 minutes

Total marks: 35

The SACE Board of South Australia acknowledges that this examination was
created on Kaurna Land. We acknowledge First Nations Elders, parents, families,
and communities as the first educators of their children, and we recognise and
value the cultures and strengths that First Nations students bring to the
classroom. We respect the unique connection and relationship that First Nations
peoples have to Country, and their ever-enduring cultural heritage.
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Topic 1
Australia (1901-56)
1. In times of economic hardship, Australians increasingly relied on government support.’

2. ‘The contributions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to Australia were often ignored.

3. ‘The threats from extremist groups challenged Australia’s political parties.
Topic 2
United States of America (1919-45)

4. 'America’s decision not to join the League of Nations was mainly due to tensions between President Wilson
and Congress.

5. 'The Great Depression undermined the trust between the American people and the Federal Government.

6. ‘America’s involvement in the Second World War transformed its role in global affairs.’
Topic 3
Germany (1918-48)

7. ‘Cultural developments in Weimar Germany reflected the changing nature of society.
8. ‘The majority of Germans actively supported the Nazi State between 1933 and 1939

9. ‘The de-Nazification of Germany was challenging primarily for the German public’

Topic 4

The Soviet Union (1945-91)

10. ‘Khrushchev's liberalisation of the economy improved internal stahility in the Soviet Union.’
11. ‘BrezhneV's rule has been wrongly labelled as “the era of stagnation”

12. ‘The collapse of the Soviet Union was mainly caused by internal tensions.

Topic 5
Indonesia (1942-2005)

13. ‘Sukarno’s vision for Indonesia was primarily evident in his foreign policy.’
14. ‘The fall of the Suharto government was a turning point in Indonesia's political development.

15. ‘The 2004 Tsunami strengthened Indonesia’s national resilience.
Topic 6
China (1949-99)

16. ‘The Great Leap Forward was the key contributor to improved social equality.
17. "Women were significantly impacted by the Cultural Revolution.

18. ‘China became a leading world economy due to the creation of special economic zones.
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Question 1

Choose one proposition from the six topics in the Reference Materials panel on the left, and respond in essay form.

in the essay, discuss the extent to which you agree with the proposition. Use evidence to support your argument
and conclusion.

Please select the proposition you are responding to from the options in the drop-down list below.

BF B 7 UX x, E-=S-=2=E== == 0 Words

(15 marks)
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Introduction

The SACE Board wishes to advise that this examination contains content relating to the displacement
of First Nations peoples which may cause some distress. We acknowledge the significant and ongoing
impact of colonisation and the displacement of Indigenous peoples across the world, including
Australia’s First Peoples.

We also wish to advise that some historic articles contain harmful language that was commonly used
at the time of writing, but is considered offensive and unacceptable today.

Trail of Tears

In the early 1800s, settlers in the south-east of the United States wanted unrestricted access to
indigenous land. This intensified after gold was discovered in Georgia. Native American nations fought
against pressure from state governments and the Federal Government to give up their traditional lands.
In 1830, the United States Congress passed the Indian Removal Act, proposed by President

Andrew Jackson. This allowed for the relocation of Native American peoples west to an ‘unsettled’
interior region.

In the 1830s and 1840s, approximately 100 000 Native Americans were forced to migrate westward.
Throughout the autumn and icy winter of 1838-39, approximately 15 000 Cherokee people were
gathered together and forced to walk over 8000 kilometres from Georgia to ‘Indian Territory’ land set
aside for them in Oklahoma.

Approximately 4000 Cherokee people and over 10 000 people from other Native American nations died
along what became known as the Trail of Tears.
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Source 1

An overview of the Trail of Tears by One Minute History

1830

850

Between 1830 and 1850,

Source: adapted from One Minute History Lessons 2023, The trail of tears, video, viewed 21 March 2024, www.youtube.com

Question 2

Refer to the introduction and sources when answering this question.

Examine the sources carefully.

Answer all parts of the question.

Question 2 (a)

According to Source 1, what was one way that the Cherokee people were devastated by their relocation?

B JT UX X, E-=E-=2=EEE===

(1 mark)
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Source 2

An 1835 speech to Cherokee people by Cherokee leader Major! Ridge, who signed the Treaty of New Echota?
then moved to Oklahoma in 1837

I know the Indians have an older title than [the United States Government]. We obtained the land from the
living God above. They got their title from the British. Yet they are strong, and we are weak. We are few, they
are many. We cannot remain here in safety and comfort. | know we love the graves of our fathers. We can
never forget these homes, but an unbending, iron necessity tells us we must leave them. | would willingly
die to preserve them, but any forcible effort to keep them will cost us our lands, our lives, and the lives of
our children. There is but one path of safety, one road to future existence as a Nation. That path is open
before you. Make a treaty of cession3. Give up these lands and go over beyond the great Father of Waters®.

1 A name that Ridge kept after his military career finished

2 A treaty signed by Ridge and 20 other Cherokee men in December of 1835, which gave Cherokee land to the United States Government in return for
new homelands and $5 million

3 The formal giving up of rights, property, or territory

4 The Mississippi River

Source: adapted from Wilkins, T 1970, Cherokee tragedy: the story of the Ridge family and the decimation of a people, Macmillan, New York, pp 276—77

Question 2 (b)

Using evidence from Source 2, give two reasons why Major Ridge advocated for the relocation of the Cherokee people.

B I U X x E- =

(2 marks)
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Source 3

An excerpt from a 2018 article, American Indian Removal, by Dr Mark Hirsch, senior historian at the National Museum of
the American Indian, Washington DC

Indians were not alone in opposing removal. The country was deeply divided about the idea. Thousands of citizens
signed petitions against it. Newspaper articles depicted removal as a threat to the American value of justice.
Some lawmakers denounced removal as an immoral violation of the government’s previous treaty promises to
Indian Nations. Even Chief Justice John Marshall wrote an opinion in an 1832 legal case, Worcester v. Georgia',
finding that the state of Georgia had violated the Cherokee Nation’s rights to self-government?.

1 The United States Supreme Court ruled that Native American nations were distinct, independent, and political communities that could not be removed by any

state government
2 The right of indigenous peoples to control and use their lands, territories, and natural resources

Source: adapted from Hirsch M 2018 ‘American Indian removal’, article, National Museum of the American Indian, viewed 11 June 2024,
www.americanindian.si.edu/nk360/removal

Question 2 (c)

State one conclusion about opposition to the removal of the Cherokee people that can be drawn from Source 3.
Support your conclusion with evidence from the source.

W B 7T UX X IE-E-2EEEE=EE

(2 marks)
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Source 4

An excerpt from a 1937 interview with Cherokee woman Josephine Pennington

After the soldiers appeared, they began to build stockades to house the Cherokee people until they could get them
moving. All over the Cherokee country they went, bringing in all of them, old and young, male and female and their
babes, the sick, the lame, and the halt. They hunted them down ... and when they found them, they drove them under
threats and blows like cattle to these stockades. These stockades were overcrowded, disease broke out among them,
and many of them died with dysentery. Poor food and poor water, no doctors, and no medicine.

In due time parties? were started west, under the charge® of soldiers. ... The sick and weak walked until they fell,
exhausted, and then were loaded in wagons or left behind to die.

1 Those unable to move, disabled
2 Groups
3 Care or custody

Source: adapted from Wilson, DW (Investigator) 1937, ‘The Migration’, interview with Josephine Pennington, viewed 11 June 2024,
ualrexhibits.org/tribalwriters/artifacts/Family-Stories-Trail-of-Tears.html

Source 5

The Trail of Tears, a 1998 painting by Max D Standley

Source: Standley MD 1998, The Trail of Tears, painting, viewed 11 June 2024, www.rmichelson.com/artists/max-d-standley/trail-of-tears/the_trail_of_tears
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Question 2 (d)

To what extent does the information in Source 4 support the information in Source 5? Justify your answer with
evidence from each source.
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W B T U X x I=

(4 marks)

Source 6

An excerpt from a speech on 10 May 1838 by Major General Winfield Scott, the officer in charge of removing
Cherokee people from their lands

Cherokees! The President of the United States' has sent me with a powerful army, to cause you, in obedience
to the treaty of 1835 [the Treaty of New Echotal], to join that part of your people who have already established
in prosperity on the other side of the MississippiZ. ...

The full moon of May is already on the wane; and before another shall have passed away, every Cherokee man,
woman, and child in those states must be in motion to join their brethren? in the far West.

My friends! This is no sudden determination® on the part of the President, whom you and | must now obey. By
the treaty, the emigration was to have been completed on or before the 23rd of this month; and the President
has constantly kept you warned, during the two years allowed, through all his officers and agents in this
country, that the treaty would be enforced.

T Martin Van Buren
2 Ridge and approximately 6000 additional Cherokee people had already relocated to Oklahoma by 1837

3 Brothers and sisters
4 Decision

Source: adapted from Scott, W (Major General) 1838, ‘Address to the Cherokee Nation [May 10, 1838], viewed 11 June 2024, evanfriss.com/wp-
content/uploads/2010/12/Address-to-Cherokee-Nation.pdf

Question 2 (e)

Examine Sources 5 and 6. With reference to the origin and nature of the sources, assess the strengths and
limitations of each source for historians investigating the Trail of Tears.
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(5 marks)
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Question 2 (f)

‘The Cherokee people were forced to participate in the Trail of Tears.
Evaluate this statement with reference to all the sources.

B J U X x = L. EIEE=E=E=E

Final checklist

D | have reviewed my work
D I understand that by selecting 'Next' | cannot return to the

examination

Next
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(6 marks)



