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                                       Articulates with Program 5

PRE-APPROVED LEARNING AND ASSESSMENT PLAN
Stage 1 Biology
This LAP articulates to Program 5
Pre-approved learning and assessment plans are for school use only. 

· Teachers may make changes to the plan, retaining alignment with the subject outline.  

· The principal or delegate endorses the use of the plan, and any changes made to it, including use of an addendum.

· The plan does not need to be submitted to the SACE Board for approval. 

	School
	
	Teacher(s)
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	Year
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	Stage
	Subject Code
	No. of Credits (10 or 20)
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	G
	Y
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Addendum – changes made to the pre-approved learning and assessment plan

	Describe any changes made to the pre-approved learning and assessment plan to support students to be successful in meeting the requirements of the subject. In your description, please explain:

· what changes have been made to the plan

· the rationale for making the changes

· whether these changes have been made for all students, or for individuals within the student group.




Endorsement 

The use of the learning and assessment plan is approved for use in the school. Any changes made to the plan support student achievement of the performance standards and retain alignment with the subject outline.

	Signature of principal or delegate

	
	Date
	


Stage 1 Biology (10-credits)

Assessment Overview – Biology in the Garden
The table below provides details of the planned tasks and shows where students have the opportunity to provide evidence for each of the specific features of all of the assessment design criteria.

	Assessment Type and Weighting
	Details of assessment
	Assessment Design Criteria
	Assessment conditions

(e.g. task type, word length, time allocated, supervision)

	
	
	IAE
	KA
	

	Assessment Type 1: Investigations Folio
Weighting 
50 %
	Design Investigation – See assessment task exemplars
In this task students deconstruct a problem to design and implement a practical investigation to investigate why ‘nothing would grow’ in a garden area, even though it was watered and regularly fertilized.
The task is to try to work out why nothing previously grew in the garden of the unit and make a recommendation based on an investigation.

Students individually design an investigation with an appropriate method, hypothesis and variables. They record, present, and analyse their data using appropriate terms and conventions. Students evaluate procedures and their effects on the data collected. They formulate and justify a conclusion, taking into account the limitations of the investigation. Correct use of biological terminology is also assessed.

	1, 2, 3, 4
	4

      
	Class time will be given for students to individually design the investigation question/hypothesis.  

A double lesson to undertake the practical in a group. 

Each student submits a practical report according to the guidelines in the subject outline. 

Students may submit one draft for feedback

Word Count: maximum of 1000 words or 6 minutes for an oral presentation for the introduction, analysis, evaluation and conclusion sections of the report. 

	
	Science as a Human Endeavour  – See assessment task exemplars
The Science as a Human Endeavour Investigation enables students to focus on at least one key concepts of Science as a Human Endeavour understandings described on page 12 and 13 of the subject outline and related to ecosystems or endangered species.  

They either:

Prepare a submission for funding for a new botanical garden.  Explain the type of ecosystem/s to be included and the social, economic, and environmental implications.

Or
Prepare a submission to the local council for the preservation of rare and endangered native orchid that has been found in an area that is due to be cleared for a new housing development. 
 
	
	1,2,3,4
	3 weeks to complete. Class time provided for research and to support students.

Students may submit one draft for feedback

Word Count: maximum of 1000 words, if written, 6 minutes for an oral presentation, or equivalent for a multimodal product.

	Assessment Type 2: Skills and Applications Tasks 

Weighting

50%

	Non Test SAT – See assessment task exemplars
Students demonstrate their application of Biological knowledge and understanding of concepts from Topic 1: Cells and Microorganisms. They prepare an annotated ‘How to…….’ Guide to enable a person to identify a blob of orange, jelly–like material as living/non-living, prokaryote/eukaryote, autotroph/heterotroph, plant / animal with clear justification at each step. Correct use of biological terminology is also assessed.

	
	1, 2,4
	2 weeks to complete, including some class time.  Students may choose the format of the guide; a written guide has a max of 500 words or equivalent for a multimedia version.  Students will respond to peer and teacher questions about it in a 3 – 4 minute viva.

	
	Non Test SAT – See assessment task exemplars
Students demonstrate Biological knowledge, understanding and application of concepts from Topic 4: Biodiversity and Ecosystem Dynamics. Students design a garden to suit a particular niche, clearly identifying the plants, animals, microorganisms that are significant, the role they play, and the adaptations each has for the niche. Students critically choose and justify the type of garden they design (e.g. aquatic, desert, temperate) Correct use of biological terminology is assessed.  A minimum of 10 different types of organism should be included.

	2
	1,2,3,4
	Students undertake this task individually during supervised class time over 2 weeks.  They have access to computers and may choose the format of presentation.


Three or four assessments. Please refer to the Stage 1 Biology subject outline.
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