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Overview
This subject assessment advice, based on the 2025 assessment cycle, gives an overview of how students performed in their school and external assessments in relation to the learning requirements, assessment design criteria, and performance standards set out in the relevant subject outline. It provides information and advice regarding the assessment types, the application of the performance standards in school and external assessments, and the quality of student performance.
The Subject Renewal program has introduced changes for many subjects in 2025; these changes are detailed in the change log at the front of each subject outline. 
School Assessment
Teachers can improve the moderation process and the online process by:
thoroughly checking that all grades entered in Schools Online are correct
thoroughly checking that all assessment tasks have been labelled correctly
ensuring the uploaded tasks are legible, all facing up (and all the same way); removing blank pages, student notes, and formula pages; and ensuring that interactions and oral presentations are audible
ensuring the uploaded responses have pages the same size and in colour so teacher marking, and comments are clear
thoroughly checking that files have been uploaded correctly.
[bookmark: _Hlk218512358]General School Assessment Advice:
While tools such as generative AI, online dictionaries, and translators can support language learning, they must be acknowledged and referenced appropriately, as with any other source. According to SACE guidelines, students must ensure all submitted work is their own and clearly indicate any use of AI tools, including the name of the tool, the prompts used, and any AI-generated output so the originality of their work can be verified. Proper referencing of AI and other sources aligns with SACE’s academic integrity requirement.
Assessment Type 1: Folio
There are three assessments for the folio: interaction, text production, and text analysis. Students must undertake one task for each of the three assessment types, addressing all the specific features stated in the performance standards in the subject outline.
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
ensuring that students are well-acquainted with the requirements of the subject
designing assessment tasks that afford students the chance to address all specified features required in the performance standards
structuring interaction tasks to allow students to demonstrate their proficiency in Chinese interaction. Tasks with limited questions or interactions resembling the oral examination sample questions on the SACE website do not provide adequate opportunities for students to show the breadth and depth of their skills


ensuring that text analysis tasks are designed to enable students to analyse, evaluate, and reflect on linguistic and cultural aspects based on their research and learning
avoiding a free-chat style approach in interaction tasks. Discussions should be intentional and focused on the topic or theme, allowing students to express their opinions and perspectives while providing evidence from their research, such as authoritative or expert opinions. Extended discussions beyond a reasonable time (commonly 10 minutes, even though the subject outline specifies no strict limit) may detract from the purpose of the task.
Interaction
[bookmark: _Hlk187850099]Over-rehearsed responses, where questions have clearly been practised exclusively and verbatim, may potentially not allow students to achieve at the highest level against some of the performance standards.
The more successful responses commonly:
[bookmark: _Hlk187850010]demonstrated a clear understanding of the purpose, audience, and context of their reference texts, influencing the texts’ structure and language use
featured highly competent expression of opinions in response to open-ended questions and provided clear opinions with thoughtful and in-depth evidence to support personal position
supported and justified opinions with logical and coherent evidence with well-informed analysis of contemporary issues
created interest, impact, and engagement through judicious use of language
used highly developed and appropriate language
were sustained well and provided evidence of spontaneous interaction
employed a variety of communication strategies effectively.
The less successful responses commonly:
provided general information on the topic rather than a detailed analysis and explanation of the topic
needed more preparation to respond confidently and in greater depth to unscripted questions and comments
required constant teacher guidance
lacked evidence from a range of sources and were unable to effectively support opinions and ideas
based discussions solely on personal experience.
Text Production
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
providing more explicit topic questions than ‘Write an essay on …’ or ‘Write a response to ...’
providing clear instructions in terms of the context, audience, and purpose of writing.
[bookmark: _Hlk187850514]The more successful responses commonly:
were based on a specified contemporary issue, and the teacher had focused on one text type and explicitly taught the language and structure relating to this text type 
provided detail and justification of their ideas, incorporated a range of authoritative sources to enhance the credibility and depth of their analysis
used a range of sophisticated expressions, provided clear and relevant links between ideas and used appropriate cohesive devices
[bookmark: _Hlk187850562]fulfilled the task requirements of addressing an issue as specified in the subject outline
fulfilled the task requirements of conveying opinion about the issue as well as providing supporting information
used information and ideas arising from the text to form and express their own opinions.


[bookmark: _Hlk187324223]The less successful responses commonly:
provided, for example, a recount of a film or information on a topic without considering different perspectives
stated what they had read, and presented the data or information without adequate analysis
displayed limited accuracy of expression and grammatical features and used simple and repetitive structures and vocabulary
bore limited relevance to the topic and purpose, with superficial expression of ideas and a lack of detail
lacked coherence and were poorly structured and/or did not meet the requirements of the text type.
Text Analysis
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
choosing texts which provide students with the opportunity to demonstrate their skills in analysing, evaluating, and reflecting on linguistic and cultural aspects as well as comparing the perspectives, ideas, and opinions presented in the texts. 
The more successful responses commonly:
analysed and explained the content, purpose, and audience of the texts
responded to questions in the candidate’s own words, with appropriate textual references to support their opinions.
[bookmark: _Hlk187850896]The less successful responses commonly:
identified the key issue but did not incorporate examples from the texts effectively, when supporting the student’s own views. 
Assessment Type 2: In-depth Study
Students are required to carry out an in-depth study (IDS) of one contemporary issue of their choice. They developed their own ideas, opinions, and perspectives, supported by evidence from texts studied. There are three assessments for the in-depth study:
an oral presentation in Chinese (5–7 minutes)
a written response or multimodal response to the topic in Chinese (maximum of 1000 characters)
a reflective response in English (maximum of 600 words).
The three assessments were designed to differ in context, audience, and purpose. Students supported their work with evidence of research, text analysis, evaluation, and preparation, drawing on a variety of contemporary texts.
Teachers can elicit more successful responses by:
ensuring they have a good understanding of the IDS requirements outlined in the subject outline and providing students with opportunities to meet these standards
guiding students to select a focused and relevant topic that enables them to demonstrate their capabilities. While teachers may advise on suitable topics, the IDS should reflect the student’s independent research rather than a response to a topic taught to the entire class
helping students develop research skills, including selecting appropriate methodologies, analysing information, and drawing conclusions
assisting students in refining their topic selection to ensure a clear focus or a central research hypothesis
ensuring the three assessments differ in context, audience, and purpose, and are supported by evidence of research, text analysis, evaluation, planning, and preparation
encouraging students to provide evidence of preparation and planning beyond a mandatory reference list in order to allow them the opportunity to demonstrate evidence of achievement in the higher-grade bands. 


The more successful responses commonly:
focused on a specific topic of personal interest or relevance
analysed findings from diverse sources, synthesised information, and used sophisticated linguistic structures in the written response in Chinese
consistently observed text-type conventions and used appropriate referencing methods, correctly attributing quotes and ideas, which were elaborated upon in the student’s own words
presented the process of research and findings spontaneously and independently during the oral presentation in Chinese, avoiding over-reliance on preprepared answers or scripts
demonstrated a comprehensive understanding of the subject of the study, such as the different views of society on this issue, the points of contention, and international views (e.g. when comparing the issue in China with different countries)
used surveys, statistical data, and examples to make their points more convincing
presented a clear idea of what the student wanted to achieve in this assessment and provided insightful evaluation of the topics. They focused on specific aspects, providing detailed analysis and/or explanation of how the texts studied informed their own understanding and perspectives on the topic (reflection in English).
The less successful responses commonly:
selected overly broad or general topics, limiting the student’s ability to demonstrate depth in analysis
presented data or quotes without analysing or explaining the information, ideas, or perspectives
provided general information on the topic or merely described the research process without offering personal reflections or insights on cultural perspectives
used simple sentence structures and vocabulary, resulting in brief, superficial, and unclear responses.
External Assessment
Assessment Type 3: Examination
The examination consists of two assessments:
An oral examination 
A written examination.
Oral Examination
The oral examination is designed to assess primarily students’ knowledge and skill in exchanging and explaining information, opinions, and ideas in spoken Mandarin Chinese.
The oral examination takes 10 to 15 minutes. 
The examination begins with the student indicating to two examiners the topic of the in‑depth study for discussion. The student is expected to explore the topic and related prescribed theme or contemporary issue with the examiner(s) and refer to the texts studied. The student may also refer to personal experiences related to the topic of the in‑depth study.
The student may support the discussion with objects such as photographs, pictures, and maps. Notes and cue cards are not permitted.


The more successful responses commonly:
explored meaningful and contemporary Chinese topics aligned with the prescribed theme, supported by well-balanced, evidence-based research. Demonstrated thorough and appropriate research practices and a deep, relevant understanding of the topic
demonstrated strong research and analytical skills, including selecting sources effectively (from both China and overseas), applying logical reasoning, synthesising information, and accurately interpreting expert theories. Presented personalised viewpoints that were well justified
communicated ideas clearly and coherently in fluent, sophisticated Chinese
provided insightful reflections on values, beliefs, and personal experiences, and demonstrated confidence and preparedness by responding effectively to examiners’ questions
supplied a clear research topic in both English and Chinese to the examiners before the oral examination.
The less successful responses commonly:
chose topics that were unrelated to prescribed themes or inappropriate in scope (either too narrow or too broad, or out of focus)
lacked depth, critical discussion, and comprehensive analysis or synthesis
had difficulty expressing ideas clearly, logically, and coherently
provided insufficient or unbalanced evidence, relying heavily on personal opinion rather than credible sources
struggled to integrate expert perspectives with independent viewpoints
showed limited originality or critical engagement with social issues
were poorly prepared for discussion, offering rehearsed or inappropriate and irrelevant responses
made little or no use of supporting materials to enhance their presentation
insufficient use of sources, especially English sources, which restricted the delivery of perspectives and limited the depth and criticality of ideas presented
lacked accuracy and appropriate expressions in communication during the examination.
Written Examination
The 130-minute written examination has three sections:
Section 1: Listening and Responding
Section 2: Reading and Responding
Section 3: Writing in Mandarin Chinese.
Section 1: Listening and Responding
Students analyse and interpret spoken texts — evaluate, compare, and contrast the information, opinions, and ideas from the spoken texts and present them in a new form. 
Assessment Design Criteria: Ideas, Expression, Evaluation and Reflection.
Specific Features: 
I1 Relevance.
I2 Depth of treatment of ideas, opinions, and perspectives on contemporary issues. 
E1 Accuracy, appropriateness, clarity and range of expression. 
E2 Coherence in structure and sequence. 
ER1 Interpretation and evaluation of meaning in texts.


Text 1 and Text 2	 
Question 1 The local government are considering offering subsidies for the purchase of electric vehicles as part of a “Green Futures” initiative and are seeking public feedback. Write an email (in Chinese) to the local government analysing and contrasting the opinions expressed in both texts, to justify your own view on this issue. 
Students’ performance in this section was generally high.
The more successful responses commonly:
demonstrated a thorough understanding of both texts by accurately identifying key points regarding the impact of electric cars on the environment, resource security, industry, and community life, as presented in the texts
analysed, evaluated, compared, and contrasted the viewpoints expressed in the two texts
justified their personal views on the issue with clear references to evidence from both texts
used the appropriate text type and conventions, specifically an email addressed to the local government
used clear, logical, and coherent language throughout the response.
 The less successful responses commonly:
copied or summarised the content from the listening texts without showing analysis, evaluation, comparison, or contrast of the opinions
did not present personal opinions or show a lack of justification for their views expressed
used an incorrect text type (not an email or an incorrect writing convention)
lacked logic and structure in their writing
expressed ideas that were not based on the texts
too many incorrect characters, punctuation marks, paragraphs, and formatting, which impeded clarity.
Section 2: Reading and Responding
Part A 
Students analyse and interpret a written text and answer the questions in Chinese. 
Assessment Design Criteria: Evaluation and Reflection.
Specific features:
ER1 Interpretation and evaluation of meaning in texts 
ER2 Analysis of linguistic, cultural, and stylistic features.
Text 3 
Question 2(a) Discuss what the author means by “祖母的沉默意味深长” (My grandmother’s silence spoke volumes). Support your answer with three examples from the text. (4 marks)
Students’ performance in this part was above average.
The more successful responses commonly:
identified and provided a comprehensive justification of the statement. This may have included:
· Although the grandmother did not verbally express her feelings or thoughts, her silence conveyed a deep sense of helplessness and resignation.   
· She worked tirelessly from dawn till dusk to make sure her family had food and warmth.  
· Her personal dreams, desires and aspirations often gave way to the responsibilities she shouldered.  
· Her silence highlighted the contrast between her generation's acceptance of traditional roles and the emerging desire for independence and self-expression in the younger generation, represented by the author's mother.    
The less successful responses commonly:
identified and provided a limited justification of the statement
identified some relevant information.
Question 2(b) How does the author’s mother’s path reflect broader societal changes in women’s roles?       (3 marks)
The more successful responses commonly:
displayed a comprehensive understanding of the reasons leading to the author’s mother’s path from the broader societal perspectives. This may have included:
· The winds of change began to blow through the grassland, bringing with them new ideas and opportunities. She was determined to break free from the constraints of tradition and carve out her own path.   
· Women were gaining access to education, employment opportunities, and the right to express themselves.  
· The roles and values of women were evolving. They were stepping onto a broader stage, seeking self-realisation and fulfilment.   
The less successful responses commonly:
displayed partial understanding of the reasons leading to the author’s mother’s path from the broader societal perspectives 
identified some relevant information.
Question 2(c) Name the rhetorical device used at the end of the text and explain its meaning in the context of the text.  (3 marks)
The more successful responses commonly:
provided a comprehensive explanation of the rhetorical device used and its meaning in the text. This may have included:
Metaphor = footsteps of the women or wind on the grasslands. 
While “footsteps” refer to physical movement, the phrase in the final sentence carries a metaphorical meaning: although the grassland remains unchanged in the natural environment, the women in my family have broken away from the area’s traditional values and embarked on new life journeys, including education, employment, and self-fulfilment.
Similarly, although the wind still blows across the same grassland, changing times have brought new meanings. While women in Altay traditionally upheld conventional values, the women in my family have moved beyond these traditions and stepped onto paths of new opportunities, including education, employment, and personal fulfilment.
The less successful responses commonly:
provided a partial explanation of the rhetorical device used and its meaning in the text
identified some relevant information. 
Section 2: Reading and Responding
Part B 
Students analyse and interpret a written text and answer the questions in English. 
Assessment design criteria: Evaluation and Reflection.
Specific features: 
ER1 Interpretation and evaluation of meaning in texts 
ER2 Analysis of linguistic, cultural, and stylistic features.


Text 4 
Question 3(a) In the context of this text, explain the meaning of the phrase "中国文化海外输出” （exporting Chinese culture to the world). （2 marks）
The students’ performance in this part was below the average standard.
The more successful responses commonly:
provided a full explanation of the meaning of the phrase. This may have included: 
The game has not only immersed Chinese players but also attracted overseas players, thereby promoting Chinese culture globally through its engaging and culturally rich content.  
The less successful responses commonly:
identified some relevant information.
Question 3(b) According to the text, to what extent have traditional Chinese cultural elements been successfully integrated into the game? Support your answer with four examples from the text. (4 marks)
The more successful responses commonly:
identified and provided a comprehensive justification that traditional Chinese cultural elements have been successfully or unsuccessfully integrated into the game. This may have included:
The game integrates traditional Chinese cultural elements by portraying classical Chinese mythological themes, architecture and costumes.    
These elements are combined with modern game design concepts and preserve the essence of Chinese culture.   
However, there are some criticisms about the game's focus on personal heroism, which doesn't align with the core message of the original literary work. And the narrative structure had been westernised, which is disappointing. 
These issues may make Chinese players familiar with the original book feel uncomfortable and also cause foreign players who aren't well-versed in the original story to misunderstand traditional Chinese culture.  
The less successful responses commonly:
identified and provided partial justification for whether traditional Chinese cultural elements have been successfully or unsuccessfully integrated into the game. Typically, students did not identify problems with unsuccessful integration
identified some relevant information.
Question 3(c) Explain how the writer uses idioms to support his claim the game is a ‘现象级作品’ (a phenomenal piece of work). Support your answer with four examples from the text. (4 marks)
The more successful responses commonly:
identified and provided a comprehensive explanation of how the idioms support the writer’s claim. This may have included any four of the following:
“精美绝伦” (exquisite in Chinese), which describes the presentation’s absolutely beautiful Oriental aesthetics.    
“精彩纷呈” which means brilliant and varied in Chinese. It implies beautiful things and scenes unfolding one after another. In the text, it refers to a captivating mythological story for the player throughout the game.    
“酣畅淋漓” is a Chinese expression meaning “to one’s heart’s content” or “dead drunk.” Its meaning in the text is the immersive gameplay experience.     
“横空出世” refers to someone or something extraordinary appearing out of nowhere. In the text, it implies that the legendary Chinese classic story game made its overseas debut along with its "phenomenal" work (video game).  
“引人入胜” meaning engaging and fascinating. In the context, it describes fascinating mythology
“身临其境” referring to an immersive game experience. 
The less successful responses commonly:
identified and provided a partial explanation of how the idioms support the writer’s claim 
identified some relevant information 
misunderstood the question, resulting in providing irrelevant or no answer/s.
Section 3: Writing in Chinese
Assessment design criteria: Ideas, Expression, Evaluation and Reflection.
Specific features:
I1 Relevance.
I2 Depth of treatment of ideas, opinions, and perspectives on contemporary issues.
E1 Accuracy, appropriateness, clarity and range of expressions.
E2 Coherence in structure and sequence.
ER1 Interpretation and evaluation of meaning in texts.
Question 4  
Option 1
You are attending a Chinese online youth forum. Write a speech based on your personal experience, discussing the educational and employment challenges the young generation is facing today and presenting your views on solutions to these challenges.  
The more successful responses commonly:
used the correct text type, incorporating the stylistic features of a speech delivered to an online youth forum
had proper understanding of the context, particularly concerning education and employment matters
used an appropriate writing style, characterised by a formal, discursive approach and a persuasive tone
had substantive content, presenting personal viewpoints and well-developed arguments with sufficient depth, breadth, and justification
had a clear understanding of the topic, supported by explicit references to current educational and employment challenges faced by the younger generation
used examples that were relevant and valid, effectively supporting the arguments
made use of complex grammatical structures and sophisticated vocabulary to express ideas clearly, logically, and coherently.
Option 2
You have listened to a talk on the radio about the changes in the lifestyles of elderly people in China. Write a letter to the radio host presenting your views and arguments on the issues of the lifestyles of elderly people in China and give evidence and provide personal experience to support your opinions. 
The more successful responses are commonly:
used the correct text type, incorporating the stylistic features of a letter addressed to a radio host
had appropriate awareness of context, with a focus on changes in the lifestyles of elderly people in China
used an appropriate writing style that was informative and evaluative
had substantive content, presenting personal views and well-developed arguments on issues related to the lifestyles of elderly people in China, with sufficient depth, breadth, and justification
used relevant and valid examples effectively to support arguments
had a clear understanding of the topic, demonstrated through explicit references to issues affecting the lifestyles of older people
made use of complex grammatical structures and sophisticated vocabulary to convey ideas in a clear, logical, and coherent manner.
Option 3 
Write a blog, highlighting the contributions of Chinese immigrants in Australia to Australian society. Relate your arguments with your personal experiences and your observations in the community.  
The more successful responses commonly include:
used the correct text type, incorporating the stylistic features of a blog article
had appropriate awareness of context, focusing on the contributions of Chinese immigrants to Australian society
used an appropriate writing style that is both informative and evaluative
had substantive content that presented personal viewpoints and well-developed arguments on the topic with adequate depth, breadth, and justification
had a clear understanding of the topic, demonstrated through explicit references to the contributions of Chinese immigrants to Australian society
used relevant and valid examples effectively to support arguments
made use of complex grammatical structures, and sophisticated vocabulary to express ideas clearly, logically, and coherently.
Option 4
Write a review of a song for a Chinese songwriter website. Compare the song with another song of the same theme but created in a different period. Evaluate their similarities and differences in terms of expression of ideas and lyrics to justify your evaluation. 
The more successful responses commonly:
properly used the review text type and its stylistic characteristics
had appropriate context, reviewing a Chinese song alongside a thematically similar song from a different time period
used an analytical and comparative writing style that aligns with review standards
provided a clear analysis and comparison of ideas and lyrics, supported by relevant examples
demonstrated understanding of similarities and differences between the songs across time, with reasons explained
used complex grammatical structures and advanced vocabulary to communicate ideas clearly and coherently.
Students’ performance in Section 3 was generally high. Most students chose Options 1 and 2, with fewer selecting Option 3. Option 4 was rarely attempted.
The less successful responses commonly:
deviated from the topic or did not fully participate in the task
had discussions which were shallow, lacking depth, breadth, justification, and supporting examples or evidence
neglected to consider the purpose of writing and the target audience in the writing style
(text structure and language use) had writing that lacked proper organisation and included limited linguistic features, such as idioms, complex grammar, and advanced vocabulary, which reduced clarity, coherence, and logical flow
(length of writing) was either too short or too long.
General
Teachers should place strong emphasis on developing students’ analytical skills, including in-depth thinking and critical analysis.
Students should develop the ability to synthesise, compare, and contrast information from both listening and written texts, and to justify their personal viewpoints with clear reference to the textual content and evidence.
It is crucial that both teachers and students clearly understand the subject curriculum and its requirements, such as the mandated study themes, appropriate research sources in Chinese and English, and the chosen topics.
Students are encouraged to prepare and submit bilingual (Chinese and English) summaries of their project topics for the oral examination to minimise misunderstandings caused by inaccurate English.
Students should be trained to use paper-based reference materials, such as dictionaries, during the examination.
Special attention should be paid to making sure students read the examination questions carefully and fully understand the English phrasing in Part B of Section 2.
Students should be taught to identify the purpose of each question and to distinguish between factual questions (e.g. who, when, where, and what) and analytical questions (e.g. how and why).
Students should focus on identifying key points in each question and respond accurately and relevantly.
Teachers are encouraged to strengthen students’ analytical skills by conducting mock examinations or by incorporating relevant sections of past examination papers into school learning or assessment tasks. This approach helps students align their classroom learning with examination requirements and avoid relying on rehearsed content when answering examination questions.
Teachers need to clearly understand assessment criteria and performance standards, and they should properly prepare and supervise students for the external assessment.
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