YOUTH CULTURE: What has changed over time and why?
Introduction

The aim of this report is to compare the culture of the 1960s and Generation Y, and to comment on the accuracy of the sources of information used to gather the information.

Procedure

My procedure was to watch a film entitled Quadrophenia, read various websites about the Mods and Rockers, conduct two interviews with people who had experienced the Mods and Rockers culture in their youth, and talk to my friends and use my own experience of youth culture today. 

Analysis of Data

From the film Quadrophenia, I can see that the popular language of the time was very much coarse language, reflecting the rebellious attitudes of the “Mods and Rockers”.  

The Mods and Rocker subculture came at the end of World War II in the UK when there was a general rise in prosperity for working class youths, an influence of American popular music and film, the development of transport cafes (pronounced "caffs" by rockers of that period) that became their haunts; and a peak in British motorcycle engineering. The Rockers liked rockabilly music and fashions and were known for their devotion to rock and roll music and for their motorcycles. In UK the Mods were mostly from London and the South East and followed the latest fashion. They discovered new sounds, rhythm and blues, new jazz, while most other young people in England were listening to the Beatles.  Mods often had well paid office jobs, whereas Rockers tended to be more rural and manual workers.  (http://www.cyrilhuzeblog.com/2009/11/16/mods-and-rockers. 20/7/10)

My aunty and uncle who were teenagers in Australia said that these patterns were similar here and it was cool to be different from the masses of young people who liked the Beatles.  They particularly liked the fashions of the Mods. 

The film showed that disrespectful language was particularly used towards authority figures and having talked to my aunty and uncle who grew up in this era, I know that not everyone used the coarse language that was shown in the film. The Who, a band responsible for creating this movie would have possibly overstated the coarse language to attract a young audience and play up the role of their bands. My aunt and uncle said they both swore but did not use the really coarse language of the full “punks”. My aunty thinks that her upbringing in Germany as a young child would have influenced her to be more polite to her elders, but she did want to be in the ”cool” group. This pressure is the same for young people today, where some attitudes, music, language, fashion are considered to be “cool” and others not.  

The film demonstrated the very different dress codes between the Mods and the Rockers. The Mods wore green parkas while riding their scooters and these had as many mirrors and lights attached as possible.  I found out from Wikipedia, that the green shapeless army surplus Parka coat became the Mods’ uniform. It was worn initially to protect their expensive weekend suits from the damp London climate and to keep warm when riding their scooters, usually Italian brands like Vespa and Lambretta. Because police often harassed them for insufficient lighting and the size of mirrors on the bikes, they rebelliously decided to install numerous headlights, crash bars, white wall tires and high backrest seats, so the social factors were linked together. 

At other times the Mods dressed quite smart in suits and polo shirts with unusual “out there” hairstyles. The expensiveness of the clothes and the scooter as well as the weirdness of the hairstyle determined the status of the Mods. The higher the status, the more attention the girls paid and the more respect they drew from other males. To be considered "authentic", rock musicians and their followers had to keep a certain distance from the commercial world and all of its popular ways of advertising to young people. My aunty said she felt quite proud that she and Dave (my uncle) were different from most of the crowd. She said they felt a bit superior and that was why groups such as Mods and Rockers survived.

According to my uncle and aunty, not all teenagers at that time were so totally into the Mod’s styles. They experimented a bit with the hairstyles and my uncle had a Mohawk for a while my aunty shaved the sides of her hair with it spiky on top. My uncle was a bit more “rockerbilly” wearing suede jackets and being quite stylish. This is partly what attracted my aunt to him. He also respected girls and treated them well. This was different from what was shown in the film because it seemed that the Mods treated girls like trophies.  A scene in the film showed how easy it was for the blokes to have sex with a number of girls and it put over the fact that this was how it was for everyone. The girls just had to look good on the back of a motorcycle. There was a riot during which the blokes paid no attention to the safety of the girls who were scared and crying. My aunty said she would never have put up with anything like that. I believe the film showed a very biased view of youth at that time. 

The only way that families were portrayed in this film was in violent relationships. There was always arguing and loud violence. Parents had no control as the young people would stay out until all hours and when Jimmy’s parents discovered drugs had been involved he was kicked out of the house. I believe the movie was based on generalizations and stereotypes as my aunt and uncle both said they would never have treated their parents in the ways shown in the film. 

According to the movie, Quadrophenia, the Mods and Rockers were into taking drugs, especially blue amphetamines. They also washed down the drugs with a lot of alcohol and often became violent.  Even though my aunt and uncle used to go to the Austral with fake ID’s my aunt usually only drank water, and my uncle beer when they got there. Their only drugs were cigarettes, which my aunty said her parents didn’t know about. This was her way of rebelling. The popularity and promotion of recreational drug use by musicians could have influenced use of drugs and their acceptability amongst the youth of that time. When the Beatles, who had been marketed as clean-cut youths, started publicly acknowledging that they used cannabis, many fans followed. My aunt said she had heard of cannabis and knew of some people who used it but she never felt interested. Maybe that had been due to her early strict German upbringing. 

When I think about the youth of today one big difference is that most of their parents, in Australia, have not been through a world war like the Mods and Rockers generations had. I think that Generation Y is also very self-involved and don’t generally have any sense of what goes on in the world and if they do they don’t care enough to do anything about it. Generation Y have an incredible amount of freedom in all sorts of ways, so there is not much to rebel against. Generation Y is better off financially than any generation before it. Many young people, including all of my friends, have cars, mobile phones, computers, jobs, and have travelled to other countries. Society is wealthier. 

The same need to identify with a group is still present but to a lesser extent. People still dress like the friends in their group, but there are very many different styles just as acceptable as each other such as Surfie, Hippie, Grunge, Goth and so on, and no one has to fight to prove their superiority. A wide range of dress styles are equally acceptable and many young people mix and match styles. I think this is because of many other cultures coming to Australia and us liking and borrowing from their styles in both dress and music. Festivals such as Womadelaide have put other cultures’ music, values and dress into the forefront. 

In the groups my friends and I have had experience of we see a whole range of different styles and personalities mingled together in friendship groups. I think this is a good thing. In that way society has possibly changed for the better. 

Conclusion

Overall I believe the film Quadrophenia was a bit biased towards portraying the Mods as “cool” and suggesting that more young people belonged to this group than really did. There was some shock value in using the language and violence during the film. My aunt and uncle knew about Mods and Rockers and believed they followed some of the Mods’ fashion and music, but they also said here in Australia there was not that much pressure to conform to everything that Mods did. They said that there were a lot more violent fights between the two groups in England, which was where the movie was made. 

When talking about youth today they both said that money and a well-off lifestyle influenced how young people behaved. They also said that massive advances in technology with things such a mobile phones, the internet, computers and video gaming have caused social changes in ways that would not have been thought possible when they were young. I think that the film we watched gave a limited view of two subcultures when there were other massive events happening such as Beatlemania. I was lucky to have two relatives who had been involved in the Mod culture a little bit and they gave me accurate insights. I cannot comment on the general youth culture of the 1970s compared with youth culture now. 
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Society and Culture

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Investigation and Analysis
	Collaboration
	Evaluation and Communication

	A
	In-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of a range of aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

In-depth knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.
Perceptive understanding of a variety of ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Focused investigation and insightful analysis of a range of aspects and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.
Focused investigation and well-informed and critical analysis of ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Productive and inclusive planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Insightful and well-informed collaborative social action.

Constructive and well-focused individual contribution to group activities.
	Insightful and focused evaluation and use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Incisive and coherent communication of informed ideas about societies and social and cultural issues.

	B
	Some depth in knowledge and well-informed understanding of a range of aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Some depth in knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.

Well-considered understanding of a variety of ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Well-organised investigation and well-considered analysis of a range of aspects and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Well-organised investigation and informed and critical analysis of ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Productive planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Well-organised and informed collaborative social action.

Considered and active individual contribution to group activities.
	Well-considered and informed evaluation and use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives, with appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Thoughtful and clear communication of informed ideas about societies and social and cultural issues.

	C
	Some detailed knowledge and informed understanding of different aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Some detailed knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.

Considered understanding of some of the ways in which societies and cultures are connected and interdependent.
	Generally organised investigation and considered analysis of different aspects of and issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and global contexts.

Generally organised investigation and informed analysis of one or more ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Competent planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Generally organised and informed collaborative social action. 

Appropriate individual contribution to group activities.
	Evaluation and use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives, with mostly appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Competent communication of informed ideas about societies and social and/or cultural issues.

	D
	Identification and awareness of some aspects of and/or issues related to contemporary societies and cultures, in local and/or global contexts.

Some recognition and awareness of the causes of social change.

Identification and awareness of some of the ways in which societies and cultures are connected.
	Partial investigation and description of some aspects of and/or issues related to contemporary societies or cultures, in local and global contexts.

Basic investigation and description of one of the ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Superficial contribution to planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic. 

Attempted engagement in collaborative social action. 

Superficial individual contribution to group activities.
	Superficial and limited use of evidence from easily accessible sources, with limited perspectives, and inconsistent acknowledgment of sources.

Communication of basic ideas about one or more social and/or cultural issues.

	E
	Some awareness of one or more aspects of or issues related to a contemporary society or culture, in a local or global context.

Limited awareness of any causes of social change.

Emerging awareness of one or more ways in which societies and cultures are connected.
	Attempted investigation and brief description of an aspect of a contemporary society or culture, in a local or global context.

Emerging awareness of one of the ways in which power structures operate in societies.
	Attempted contribution to planning and evaluation of collaborative social action related to an inquiry in a chosen topic.

Limited engagement in collaborative social action.

Limited individual contribution to group activities.
	Attempted use of evidence from one or more easily accessible sources, with limited acknowledgment of sources.

Attempted communication about one or more social and/or cultural issues.


Knowledge and Understanding


Sophisticated knowledge and understanding of the nature and causes of social change.





Investigation and Critical Analysis


Perceptive critical analysis of a variety of sources and perspectives.





Knowledge and Understanding


In-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of issues in contemporary societies and cultures.





Knowledge and Understanding


Sophisticated knowledge and understanding of causes and nature of social change.





Evaluation and Comunication


Evidence of insightful and focused evaluation with the use of evidence from a range of sources and perspectives with appropriate acknowledgement.





Additional comments


A review of the student’s work provides evidence of:


in-depth knowledge and perceptive understanding of societies and social issues in a well-organised and focused investigative report. (Knowledge and Understanding)


incisive and coherent communication of informed ideas about social issues from a variety of sources and perspectives. (Evaluation and Communication)
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