Question: "To what extent did the conditions and problems of the Cascades Female Factory result in poor treatment to the convict women and their children?"

To a great extent, the conditions and problems of the Cascades Female Factories resulted in poor treatment to the convict women and their children. In 1828, the Cascades Female Factory was one of many female factories built to host approximately 700 female convicts. The factory operated in Tasmania from 1828 until 1856, in taking many female convicts for various reasons. However after 1856 the factory discontinued operating as a factory and continued as a goal until 1877. The first intake of female convicts was in 1828; however this caused problems as over time the factory became crowded with an approximate 1200 women convict and their children, causing the level of treatment of these individuals to decline. The Cascades Factory had ignored the growing troubles, which led to poor treatment of the women and children at this time. Although there were many rules and regulations that took place upon arriving at the factory, the overcrowding of female convicts continued to cause more troubles, allowing these rules and regulations to become ineffective.

The site of the Cascades Female Factory and many of the other female factories, were the hosts to a variety of female convicts and in many cases also their children, which later led to extreme overcrowding. Not only did these factories which held the convict women have a responsibility in ensuring that all women were to be housed under government control or judicial management, they, also had the responsibility and expectation to handle "every other case calling for an institutional response for female convicts" (Rayner, 2004, pg 64). This is one of the main reasons why treatment declined for the women and their children as overcrowding occurred, due to the large amount of cases being held.


Upon hearing of their sentence, the women would come to these factories in order to serve their time. Often these women would only receive a few months of sentencing; however other women and in some severe cases women would receive sentences up to seven years. There were many reasons why females were placed in this factory, they included "waiting to be assigned when they were punished for serious offences, when punished locally by a few days in the cells (only if a factory was near by), while they were pregnant and unable to work, while they were having their baby and breastfeeding and while they were on remand facing trail," (Rayner, 2004, pg 64). Although this factory was a place to hold convict women, keeping their daily routines consistent, with tasks similar to home duties, this factory also acted as remand centers and goals for those other women who were "free" awaiting their goal terms. Furthermore this female factory also acted as a "lying in (maternity) hospital for many poor or ticket-a-leave women" (Rayner, 2004, 67). Besides this particular factory being a place to enforce punishment, correction and overall discipline to the convict women, this factory was the only government institutions which were able to provide protection, maternity assistance and also in some cases refuge for women, whether these women were a convict, ticket-a-leave or a free woman. As this factory was often the only institution which dealt with more than just convict women, overcrowding became a huge problem in this factory. This overcrowding became more and more obvious by mid October 1829, as the number of women reached a total of 1200 at this time; however the factory was only designed to cater for half the amount of women and their children. This extent of overcrowding eventually forced many women and children to sleep on the outside grounds of the factory as there was just not enough room for all women who were sent there. This overcrowding of women and children began to cause many problems within the factory also causing a decline in the treatment towards these women and children to great extent.

Not only did this factory act as host to women who were in many different situations, which later caused a decline in the treatment of women and their children, the factory's rules and regulations also contributed to this decline in treatment. Once the Cascades Female Factory opened and began functioning in 1828, rules and regulations were put in order for both the convict women and employees to follow and honour to ensure the smooth flow of orders of the factory. Upon arrival at the female factory, under regulations all women who had been convicted were to be seen by the surgeon and go through a standard routine in which eventually classed all women to their sections. These sections, or otherwise known as classes were the 1st- which included women who had arrived without any complaints from the surgeon and appeared to have a good character, the 2nd included the women who were found guilty of small offences and lastly the 3rd included women who had been convicted more than once before the Supreme Court. Often this separation of women by classes caused different treatment amongst the different classes. Mistreatment towards the women occurred at this time of seeing the surgeon as "many of the female convicts were robbed of their possessions" (Hughes, 1988). These women's possessions included their clothes, personal items and also their children's items. Mistreatment towards the women at this time would occur as those women who were being robbed were not protected or guarded in any way. These rules and regulations worked well within the factory until overcrowding became a major problem within the factory. It was believed by many of the female convicts themselves that these rules and regulations "were the basis for much of the inhumanity that was to occur at the factory through malnutrition and overly strict discipline" (Rayner, 2004, pg 68). If a woman was found guilty of any disobedience within the factory, which may have included disobedience to orders, work, language or any other type of disobedience within the factory, these women would experience inhumanity and malnutrition with the "close confinement in a dark cell" (Research Tasmania, 2009). After 22 years of failure, the initial set of rules and regulations were abolished and new rules and regulations were put in order in 1851. Although new rules and regulations were put in order in 1851, conditions within the factory which caused the initial rules and regulations to be abolished, failed to improve conditions within the factory. This eventually caused the factory to stop working as a host for many women and their children who were in a variety of situations from convicts to the poor who could not afford maternity care. For the time period in which these rules and regulations were in order, the conditions within the factory had declined in wholeness, which eventually led to the inhumanity, malnutrition and strict discipline which many of the convicted women and their children had experienced throughout their time spent at the Cascades Female Factory in Tasmania throughout 1828 till 1856.

Problems such as overcrowding and the rules and regulations within the Cascades Female Factory in Tasmania cause poor treatment to the women and their children. The women who were placed within the factory did not only have to survive overcrowding, strict discipline and inhumanity at the minimum, they also had to survive with the harsh environmental conditions in which they faced daily whilst serving time at the factory. Many of these conditions would have caused much distress upon the women and their children as little was done to correct these conditions. Throughout winter when the rain was at its worst, the factory also hit its worst time for conditions to occur. As the factories were not built acceptable standards, water would often reach levels within the factory to the women's ankles. This extreme amount of water not only caused the living conditions of the women to decline; it also caused the women's only clothes and footwear to degrade in lasting quality.

Throughout the winter constant "immersion in water was also considered to be one of the reasons that the inmates footwear didn't last as long as could normally be expected" (Rayner, 2004, pg 68)
Apart from this aspect of the sever flooding, this water also caused other problems which impaired the women's treatment whilst in the factory. This water not only caused the women's clothing to disintegrate but the ash pits which were used for the women's toilets was continually washed away often leaving faeces across the women's rooms. To make the treatment of the women matters worse this wash away of the toilets would intervene the women's personal space and privacy, causing further distress. Furthermore, around the late 1820's, early 1830's there was a sudden increase in the amount of disease in Western Europe. Although Australia was not immediately affected by these diseases, with the constant thread of convict women coming from different sectors of Western Europe, prevention and cure of these diseases became virtually impossible. Throughout this time in the factory the problem was that none of the women and their children were immune to disease at the Cascades Female Factory in which some women were placed in "had grown so rapidly, which appeared to cause sudden and particular distraught" (Rayner, 2004, pg 68). Due to three major awful conditions within the factory including, extreme overcrowding, poor sanitation and also poor nutrition, many of these diseases within the factory had become exacerbated. In the actual factories, the convict women's living conditions were extremely poor and women faced on daily basis "filth, un washable floors, smell, a kitchen that only consisted of a fireplace" as well as sever flooding problems discussed earlier, which often leaked through floors landing on women's heads who were below (Hughes, 1988). Throughout the time of the Cascades Female Factory from 1828 to 1856 the conditions in which women were located as guilty convicts, could have been fixed, however due to the poor running of the factory many of those who ran the factory would ignore the signs of mistreatment.

In conclusion, to a great extent were the conditions and problems within the Cascades Female Factory result in poor treatment to the convict women and their children throughout 1828 until 1856. Problems within the factory which caused these problems included severe overcrowding and rules and regulations which did not hold strength for a smooth flow of the factory. These problems also later affected the conditions which affected the treatment of the women and their children. These conditions such as severe flooding, disease and other living conditions often caused great death rates within the factory especially amongst the children of those convict women.
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Australian History
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Inquiry and Analysis
	Reflection and Evaluation
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive and relevant knowledge and understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.

Astute formulation of hypotheses and/or focusing questions, and their application in explaining historical concepts.
	Perceptive application of the skills of historical inquiry, including critical analysis.

Astute and thorough construction of reasoned historical arguments based on a critical understanding of evidence from sources.
	Perceptive reflection on the short-term and long-term impacts of individuals, events, and phenomena.

Comprehensive and insightful evaluation of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Well-structured and coherent communication of well-informed and relevant arguments.

Consistent, clear, and appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions.

	B
	Well-considered and relevant knowledge and understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.

Clear and effective formulation of hypotheses and/or focusing questions, and their application in explaining historical concepts.
	Well-considered application of the skills of historical inquiry, including critical analysis.

Well-conceived and well-developed construction of reasoned historical arguments based on a critical understanding of evidence from sources.
	Well-informed reflection on the short-term and long-term impacts of individuals, events, and phenomena.

Well-considered evaluation of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Structured and mostly coherent communication of informed and relevant arguments.

Clear and appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions.

	C
	Considered and relevant knowledge and understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.
Mostly clear formulation of hypotheses and/or focusing questions, and their application in explaining historical concepts.
	Considered application of the skills of historical inquiry, including some critical analysis.
Organised construction of reasoned historical arguments based on a critical understanding of evidence from sources.
	Informed reflection on the short-term and long-term impacts of individuals, events, and phenomena.
Considered evaluation of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Generally coherent communication of informed and relevant arguments.
Mostly appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions.

	D
	Recognition and basic understanding of people, places, events, and ideas in history.

Formulation of one or more focusing questions and description of one or more related historical concepts.
	Basic application of some skills of historical inquiry, including some superficial analysis.

Some basic construction of a historical argument based on some understanding of evidence from sources.
	Some superficial reflection on one or more short-term or long-term impacts of individuals, events, and/or phenomena.

Superficial consideration of why individuals and groups acted in certain ways at particular times.
	Some basic communication of aspects of an argument.

Some appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions, with inaccuracies.

	E
	Limited awareness of people, places, events, or ideas in history.

Attempted formulation of one or more focusing questions and attempted description of a related historical concept.
	Limited application of one or more skills of historical inquiry.

Attempted description of a historical event based on a limited understanding of evidence from sources.
	Limited description of a short-term or long-term impact of an individual, event, and/or phenomenon.

Description of the actions of individuals and groups at particular times.
	Attempted communication of one or more aspects of an argument.

Limited use of any appropriate subject-specific language and conventions.


Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates a mostly clear formulation of a focusing question with a clearly defined location and time frame. The phrasing “to what extent” invites historical enquiry. The introduction provides a clear orientation to the topic although the meaning of “poor treatment” is not refined.





Reflection and Evaluation


Demonstrates superficial consideration of why individuals (e.g. female convicts) and groups (e.g. the government or judiciary) acted in certain ways such as sentencing women in a government institution.





Knowledge and Understanding


Incorporates relevant knowledge of events and ideas in history such as changing rules and regulations in the factory and the concept of punishment.





Reflection and Evaluation


Demonstrates informed reflection on the short term impacts of events at the factory from 1828 to 1856. However, there is no reference to the longer term impacts, for example on social policy or women’s rights or on individuals who influenced conditions at the factory.





Inquiry and Analysis


Demonstrates organised construction of reasoned historical arguments including topic sentences at the beginning of some paragraphs and elaboration with supporting evidence.





Communication


Demonstrates generally coherent communication of informed and relevant arguments although introducing new information in the conclusion (e.g. great death rates amongst the children) is not consistent with the conventions of an essay.





Additional comments





The student demonstrates mostly appropriate use of subject-specific language and conventions for example appropriate in-text referencing of sources.


There is evidence of application of the skills of historical inquiry, including some critical analysis when selecting from historical sources and forming judgments. There is less evidence of thinking critically about the use and limitations of sources or comparing and contrasting ideas.





Additional comments


This is a “C” grade example.





The student demonstrates considered application of the skills of historical inquiry such as selecting from materials on the basis of relevance and researching and interpreting historical materials. Some critical analysis included although there is a tendency toward description and narration. 





Communication


Demonstrates mostly appropriate use of subject-specific language (e.g. ticket-a-leave, government institutions, convict, refuge).








Page 5 of 6
Stage Australian History annotated student work for use in 2011


2ASY20-AT2-wsann01-C-v1.0 (revised September 2010)


© SACE Board of South Australia 2010

