Text Production: Expository writing

Genetically modified crops have been criticised over the years for being unsafe for consumption and an unnatural way of producing new and hardier crops. South Australia has just extended a moratorium on the use of genetically modified crops for a further two years. This follows a three year moratorium, but New South Wales and Victoria have recently decided to allow the introduction of GM crops after their moratorium came to an end in recent weeks. So why has the country divided itself over the fundamental questions ‘of genetically modified crops?’ The following paragraphs will investigate this question and both sides of the argument.


In order to understand this debate on genetically modified crops it may be of some use to understand the basic science of the process. Genetic modification is possible through the extraction of DNA out of the cells by dividing cells and removing nuclei. This is then treated with chemicals to remove the membrane. Once the membrane has been removed they can isolate the DNA. After they have done this they can manipulate the DNA and change the genes to change the organisms structure. An example of this is maize which has been modified to be resistant to insects.  

The reason why genetic modification takes place is to improve the plants for human and animal consumption and make them hardier. For example golden rice has been customised to contain beta-carotene from the common garden daffodil. This strain of rice was developed to help children in poor countries who suffer from Vitamin A Deficiency (VAD). It has been estimated that in the 21st century 124 million people in 118 countries were affected by VAD. The cost of this project cannot compare to the cost of life. This development should be applauded as it shows another major benefit to varying the natural state of a crop which some would see as unsafe medical breakthrough.

Although genetically modified crops are backed by scientific community there are still people who believe that genetically modified crops like cotton, which is modified to resist the herbicide “roundup” will become a pest. “Roundup” is a herbicide which kills just about every weed or plant, except genetically modified cotton allows the farmer to spray fewer chemicals thus giving him more time for other jobs and more profit because he is not buying a large range of chemicals and it is also better for the environment.

Winston Churchill once said ”The farther backward you can look the farther forward are you likely to see” he was highlighting the importance of change and improvement on what has gone before. This is what genetic modification is doing, moving forward. It is ultimately improving the way we produce crops, by having better quality with higher yields. It also has the potential to improve the lives of millions of poor Africans struggling with drought, poverty and war. 
We need to think long and hard about our future in this world. Is genetically modified food the way to go? From this evidence it seems a change for the better and something Australia should defiantly be involved in.
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Performance Standards for Stage 1 English

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	A
	Detailed knowledge and understanding of the ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar and unfamiliar texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of familiar and unfamiliar texts use a range of language techniques and conventions to make meaning. 

Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar and unfamiliar texts are composed for a range of purposes and audiences.
	Analysis of complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar and unfamiliar texts.

Perceptive analysis of  a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.


	Use of a range of sophisticated language skills to analyse and solve simple and complex problems, and to demonstrate creativity.

Detailed and appropriate use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with textual references incorporated fluently in responses.

Location, recording, analysis, use, and synthesis of knowledge relevant to familiar and unfamiliar contexts.
	Fluent and precise writing and 
speaking. 

Use of appropriate style and structure for a range of mainly unfamiliar audiences and for varied purposes. 

	B
	Knowledge and understanding of some ideas, values, and beliefs in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts. 

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which the creators and readers of mainly familiar texts use some language techniques and conventions to make meaning.

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which mainly familiar texts are composed for some purposes and audiences.
	Analysis of some complex connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar, and some unfamiliar, texts.

Analysis of a range of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar, and some unfamiliar, contexts.
	Use of a range of language skills to solve simple and complex problems, and to demonstrate creativity.

Use of evidence from texts to support conclusions, with textual references incorporated in responses.

Location, recording, analysis, use, and occasional synthesis of knowledge relevant to mostly familiar contexts.
	Mostly fluent and precise writing and speaking.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a range of mostly familiar audiences and purposes. 



	C
	Knowledge and understanding of some simple ideas, values, or beliefs in familiar texts (e.g. identifies relevant information from a range of written texts).

Knowledge and understanding of a number of ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use some language techniques and conventions to make meaning (e.g. reads a range of texts, noting key differences of presentation and layout).

Knowledge and understanding of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for familiar purposes and audiences (e.g. identifies purpose and audience of texts).
	Analysis of simple connections between personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts (e.g. explicitly connects new ideas/information with own knowledge, using techniques such as anecdotes and analogies).

Descriptive analysis of a number of ways in which authors use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar contexts (e.g. recognises that the author selects the structure of a text to serve a particular purpose).
	Use of language skills to solve routine problems in familiar contexts or to demonstrate creativity (e.g. writes a short formal letter, outlining instructions for a particular purpose such as closing a bank account). 

Competent use of evidence from texts to support conclusions (e.g. reads short simple narrative of choice and discusses how text reflects author’s opinion).

Location, recording, and occasional analysis and use of knowledge relevant to a familiar context (e.g. reads and interprets diagrammatic/graphic texts that are unambiguously presented).
	Generally fluent and functional writing and speaking. 

Use of an appropriate style and structure for familiar audiences and purposes (e.g. produces a range of familiar text types, with appropriate structures; uses vocabulary with increasing precision to show how words carry particular shades of meaning).

	D
	Identification of some simple ideas, values, or beliefs in some familiar texts.

Knowledge and understanding of some of the ways in which the creators and readers of a narrow range of familiar texts use language techniques and conventions to make simple or factual meaning. 

Knowledge of the ways in which familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and familiar audiences.
	Reference to simple connections between uncomplicated personal experiences, ideas, values, and beliefs, and those explored in familiar texts.

Reference to some ways in which authors of familiar texts use language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in familiar contexts. 
	Use of a restricted range of language skills to solve simple problems in familiar contexts or to demonstrate some creativity.

Some use of evidence from familiar texts to support conclusions. 

Location, recording, and use of factual knowledge relevant to a familiar context.
	A level of fluency in writing and speaking in personally relevant situations.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of familiar audiences and purposes.

	E
	Identification of a simple idea in a highly familiar text.

Knowledge and understanding of the way in which a creator or reader of a highly familiar text uses a language technique or convention to make factual meaning.

Knowledge of the ways in which highly familiar texts are composed for personally relevant purposes and highly familiar audiences.
	Recognition of a simple connection between a straightforward personal experience, idea, value, or belief, and that explored in a highly familiar text.

Reference to the way in which an author uses language techniques to influence opinions and decisions in a highly familiar context.


	Use of a restricted range of language skills to solve simple problems in highly familiar contexts or to demonstrate creativity.

Some use of evidence from highly familiar texts to support a simple conclusion.

Location, recording, or use of factual knowledge relevant to a highly familiar context.
	Beginning of development of fluent writing and speaking in personally relevant situations.

Use of appropriate style and structure for a narrow range of highly familiar audiences and purposes.


Knowledge and Understanding


Indicates ways in which familiar texts are composed for familiar purposes and audiences e.g. presents an argument for both sides - however lacking in detail and supporting evidence.





Communication


Uses occasionally fluent writing e.g. evidence of proofreading, however fluency could be improved with greater attention to cohesion.





Application


Uses language skills to analyse and solve routine problems e.g. simplistic analysis of the issue with a personal opinion expressed.








Communication


Uses appropriate style and structure for familiar audiences and purposes e.g. uses appropriate vocabulary and rhetorical questions to position reader to the topic.








Page 1 of 2
Stage 1 English annotated student response for use from 2011

1EGH10-AT2-wsann01-C-v2.0 (Revised December 2010)

© SACE Board of South Australia 2010

