English as Second Language Studies

Assessment Type 3 – Investigation

Written Text
What are the major problems for the underage drinking? How can underage drinking to be prevented?
Abstract

This investigation will represent the major problems of underage drinking and prevented measures. Alcohol used widely in our society however for the people who are still growing up; it will be the most commonly dangerous drug for them to use. This has been a serious issue and a problem for the world for a long time. The methods used to get my information were internet resources and a interview. Adolescents’ drinking behaviours are influenced by how they view alcohol, their personality, hereditary factors and environmental aspects. The risks of underage drinking are damage to the brain, liver and endocrine and adolescents could have more accidents in cars. There is also a big cost to the society, paying for treatments and preventation. Prevention could be raising the price of alcohol, increasing the minimum legal drinking age and prevention programs that could be school based and use scare tactics or family based. As the interview said there are no real methods can be used to solve this problem. People who begin drinking early in their life may change their whole lives. It is necessary for parents to use the measures to prevent the alcohol problem to give children bright futures.
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1.0 Introduction

Underage drinking has been a serious issue and a problem in the world for a long time; this report will present the major problems and preventable measures on this issue. The aim of this report is to remind and warn all teenagers to think seriously about underage drinking. It is important to know the enormous hazards from drinking in the earlier ages. Moreover, parents should pay more attention to their children with this problem, using methods to ensure their children are growing in a safe environment.

2.0 Why do adolescents drink?


Adolescents' drinking behaviors are always influenced by the effects of how they view alcohol. Most of them want to drink at an earlier age because they expect their first time drinking will carry a pleasurable experience for them. The research focuses on how expectancy influences drinking patterns from childhood through adolescence and into young adulthood (Noll, 1990). Research shows before age 9, children generally view alcohol negatively and drinking seems a bad thing which will carry adverse effects, however with age expectancies shift, by about age 13, it will become more positive, consequently, the positive and effects of alcohol will be the greatest emphasis on adolescents, particularly for the teenagers who has tasted the feeling of alcohol (Dunn, 1996).

There are many differences between the adult brain and the brain of a maturing adolescent (Johnston, 2003). It is more likely that young people can consume much more alcohol than adults before experiencing the negative consequences of drinking, for example, drowsiness, lack of coordination and hangover effects. This kind of tolerance can be explained by the high rates of binge drinking among adolescents. On the other hand, adolescents are too sensitive to feel the positive effects of drinking, like feeling more relief in social situations (Spear, 2005).

Research shows, Children who start to drink before age 12, always have the similar personality characteristics, as they are disruptive, hyperactive, and aggressive. In    addition, they will have many behavioral problems after drinking (Brook, 1995). It is difficult to avoid harmful situation (Colder, 1997).
Hereditary factors cannot be avoided for the children to decide whether they will get a high rate of risk of alcohol problems or not. Therefore, it is deeply connected with genetics (Russell, 2005). Different people will have different levels of impacts such as parents and peers, for example, parents drink more and treat drinking as the favorite thing for them, that may cause their children to drink more (Noll, 1990).

3.0 Health risks of underage drinking?

An examination by scientists shows that there is a significant impact on long term thinking and memory skills, as the brain of adolescents are still maturing. In addition, the adolescents who started to drink at a very early age may act impulsively due to the developmental changes, and the system is not able to recognize these actions are due to drinking (Jointogether,2006,http://www.jointogetherorg/news/research/summarie s/2006/underage-drinking-costs.html)

Research shows young adolescents who are overweight and obese will damage their liver even with a moderate level of drinking (Clark, 2001).

4.0 Result of underage drinking?


The interviewee Jarrett, 2009, said that car accidents were more likely caused by adolescents who drive after drinking, because they had have less experience both in drinking and driving. 

5.0 Treatments to reduce alcohol abuse?

 Treatments to reduce alcohol abuse include brief intervention that is typically delivered by the people who do not specialize in drug and alcohol abuse treatment. Other options include outpatient treatments of 2-20 hours per week, day treatment using professionals who direct treatment after school or inpatient treatment , which is an intensive inpatient treatment program for up to 28days (Richard, 2004).

Family involvement usually includes education about treatment and how families can support the treatment to be processed. The main thing for this treatment is the relationships of the family, that treatment can be a source of strength or a risk for continued alcohol abuse (Richard, 2004).

6.0 Measures for prevention?

Research shows that higher prices or taxes on alcoholic drinks are related to lower levels of alcohol consumption as young people have limited consumption capacity (Leung, 2004).  
Increasing the age at which you are able to buy alcohol is one of the most useful methods in reducing drinking and car crashes by underage people. Research shows the law of legal drinking age of 21 has saved 700 to 1000 lives every year. It has prevented more than 21,000 traffic deaths since 1976 (Leung, 2004).

Prevention programs also help reduce underage drinking. These may include school-based prevention programs. This program was used as scare tactics on young people to teach the hazards of alcohol use, so they would choose not to drink. Nowadays, they use the facts and statistics of social influence and teaching skills in this program (Preusser, 1994).

Parents are always the most familiar and influential on their children, so they are able to influence their children about alcohol problems. The program needs the attentions of children's parents to spend more time with their children from an earlier age; it is also a program that has shown long-lasting preventive effects on alcohol use (Preusser, 1994).

7.0 Conclusion

Alcohol is used widely in our society and it has been a part of peoples' lives, however for young people; it will be the most commonly dangerous drug to use. The evidence is shown by the number of motor vehicle crashes, homicides, suicides. People who begin drinking at an early age in their life may change their whole lives, the risk of the alcohol problems will probably accompany them for all their lives. Consequently, it is really necessary for parents to use measures to prevent the alcohol problem to give children bright futures.
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 English as Second Language Studies
	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Analysis
	Application
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and sophisticated understanding of the ideas, concepts, and issues in texts.

Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Thorough knowledge and understanding of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.

Comprehensive knowledge and sophisticated understanding of context-specific or technical vocabulary.
	Comprehensive analysis of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Highly effective location, recording, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of ideas, information, and opinions from a range of texts.
	Comprehensive selection and use of information from a range of sources.

Complex meaning that is conveyed and exchanged appropriately in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

Comprehensive use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning. 

Adaptation and use of evidence from a range of sources to build logical and coherent texts or arguments.
	Consistently clear and coherent writing and speaking, with a sophisticated vocabulary.

Evidence of sophisticated grammatical control and complexity.

Precise use of formal and objective language.

Fluent use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	B
	Well-considered knowledge and understanding of the ideas, concepts, and issues in texts. 

Detailed knowledge and understanding of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Effective and considered knowledge and understanding of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.

Effective and considered knowledge and understanding of context-specific or technical vocabulary.
	Effective analysis of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Effective and considered location, recording, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of ideas, information, and opinions from a range of texts.
	Effective and considered selection and use of information from a range of sources.

Meaning that is conveyed and exchanged appropriately in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

Effective use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning. 

Adaptation and use of evidence from a range of sources to build mostly logical and coherent texts or arguments.
	Usually clear and coherent writing and speaking, with a sound vocabulary.

Evidence of sound grammatical control and complexity.

Proficient use of formal and objective language.

Effective use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	C
	Considered knowledge and understanding of the ideas, concepts, and issues in texts.

Appropriate knowledge and understanding of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Some considered knowledge and understanding of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.

Some considered knowledge and understanding of context-specific or technical vocabulary.
	Appropriate analysis of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of a range of texts.

Appropriate location and recording, and some analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of ideas, information, and opinions from a range of texts.
	Appropriate selection and use of information from a range of sources.

Simple meaning that is conveyed and exchanged appropriately in familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

Considered use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning.

Adaptation and use of evidence from a range of sources to build mostly logical texts or arguments.
	Generally clear and coherent writing and speaking, with an appropriate vocabulary.

Evidence of appropriate grammatical control and complexity.

Appropriate use of formal and objective language.
Appropriate use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	D
	Some recognition and understanding of the ideas, concepts, and issues in texts.
Some recognition and understanding of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Some recognition and awareness of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.

Some recognition and awareness of context-specific or technical vocabulary.
	Partial recognition of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of mainly familiar texts.

Some location, recording, and description of ideas, information, and/or opinions from a narrow range of texts.
	Partially successful selection and use of information from a narrow range of sources.

Partial meaning that is conveyed and exchanged in a narrow range of familiar and unfamiliar contexts.

Partial use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning.

Adaptation and use of evidence from a range of sources to build partially logical texts or arguments.
	Occasionally clear and coherent writing and speaking, with a restricted vocabulary.

Evidence of partial grammatical control and complexity.

Restricted use of formal and objective language.

Basic use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.

	E
	Limited recognition or awareness of the ideas, concepts, and issues in texts.

Limited awareness of the relationship between contexts and texts.

Limited recognition or awareness of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences.

Limited recognition or awareness of context-specific or technical vocabulary.
	Limited analysis of the relationship between the purpose, structure, and language features of familiar texts.

Attempted location, recording, and recount of simple ideas, information, or opinions from a narrow range of texts.
	Limited selection and use of information from a narrow range of sources.

Limited meaning that is conveyed and exchanged in a narrow range of familiar contexts.

Attempted use of text-appropriate language features to make meaning.

Attempted adaptation and use of evidence from a narrow range of sources to build a simple logical text or argument.
	Limited clarity and coherence of writing and speaking, with a limited vocabulary.

Evidence of limited grammatical control and complexity.

Attempted use of formal and objective language.

Attempted use of interpersonal language to sustain spoken interaction.


Application


Demonstrates the expression of simple meaning, about underage drinking, conveyed in the unfamiliar context of an abstract for academic purposes.





Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the ways in which texts are composed for specific purposes and audiences, including an introduction and appropriate paragraphing, although the aim of the report is not to “warn” and the target audience is not limited to teenagers.





Communication


Demonstrates evidence of appropriate grammatical control and complexity, although there is some evidence of inconsistent  tenses and the over-use of conjunctions.





Application


Adapts and uses evidence from a range of sources to build mostly logical arguments although some evidence is general and lacking in specific detail such as “…they will have  many behavioural problems…”.





Analysis


Demonstrates appropriate location and recording of information from texts. There is occasional analysis and evaluation but most sources are reported as fact without verifying accuracy of data.





Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates some recognition and understanding of the ideas, concepts and issues in texts such as the increased likelihood of car accidents although the discussion is descriptive rather than analytical.





Knowledge and Understanding


Demonstrates considered knowledge and understanding of context specific vocabulary such as interventions and outpatient treatments.





Application


Demonstrates considered use of text appropriate language features to make meaning, such as sub-headings and topic sentences.





Application


Demonstrates appropriate selection and use of information from a range of sources including journals, books and websites although the reference list does not include all the conventional publication details.





Additional comments





Demonstrates generally clear and coherent writing with an appropriate vocabulary throughout the whole investigation.(Communication)


Also demonstrates appropriate use of formal and objective language in the abstract and in the report, using technical nominalisations, varied conjunctions and technical vocabulary. (Communication)


Although a range of texts has been used to source information, there is evidence of a restricted analysis and synthesis of ideas, resulting in an investigation that relies largely on description and reporting. (Analysis)


The questions posed are very general resulting in a superficial report that does not allow a depth of analysis.
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