Stage 2 Australian and International Politics

Assessment Type 3: Investigation (20%)

In this assessment task you will complete one investigation on a local, national, or international political issue which is of personal interest to you. You should select a recent political issue that involves a range of views and some level of unresolved disputation. Please ensure that you are able to find adequate sources of information.
You should define the issue as well as the people involved and the standpoints or views they have adopted. It is expected that you will develop a hypothesis or focusing question(s) to guide your investigation. 

You are expected to argue your case as informed, active citizens, using political terms and acknowledge sources in an appropriate way. You are also expected to reflect on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.

The written report of the investigation should be a maximum of 2000 words.

For this assessment type, students provide evidence of their learning primarily in relation to the following assessment design criteria:

· research, critical analysis, and evaluation 

· engagement and reflection

· communication.

Performance Standards for Stage 2 Australian and International Politics

	
	Knowledge and Understanding
	Research, Critical Analysis, and Evaluation
	Engagement and Reflection
	Communication

	A
	Comprehensive knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Insightful and well-informed understanding of participation, power, and government in a variety of national and international contexts.
	Astute and in-depth research into and use of a variety of highly relevant primary and secondary sources.

Highly proficient critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Concise and clear evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Constructive engagement in and perceptive reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues, using primary sources.

Insightful reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Astute and coherent communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Accurate and incisive use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	B
	Well-considered knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Well-informed understanding of participation, power, and government in a variety of national and international contexts.
	Some in-depth research into and use of a range of relevant primary and secondary sources.

Proficient critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Convincing evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Well-organised engagement in and thoughtful reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues, using primary sources.

Well-informed reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Thoughtful and clear communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Mostly accurate and considered use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	C
	Considered knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Informed understanding of participation, power, and government in different national and international contexts.
	Competent research into and use of different primary and secondary sources.

Competent critical analysis of different views on complex issues. 

Considered evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Mostly organised engagement in and considered reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues, using primary sources.

Informed reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Considered and generally clear communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 

Generally accurate use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

	D
	Recognition and some basic understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.

Some basic understanding of participation, power, and government in different national or international contexts.
	Narrow research into and use of primary and secondary sources.

Superficial consideration of different views on issues, tending towards description. 

Some description of ideas, structures, and/or procedures associated with various systems of government.
	Some engagement in and superficial consideration of aspects of political concepts, ideas, and issues, using primary sources.

Consideration and description of an aspect or aspects of the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Some communication of political ideas or information through description rather than argument.

Inconsistent use of a narrow range of political terms, with some attempted acknowledgment of sources.

	E
	Identification and some awareness of political concepts, ideas, and practices. 

Some awareness of participation, power, and government in a national or international context.
	Limited use of sources.

Description of one or more views on an issue. 

Recognition of one or more ideas, structures, and/or procedures of government.
	Attempted description of an aspect or aspects of political concepts, ideas, or issues, using one or more sources.

Some awareness and attempted description of an aspect or aspects of the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.
	Limited communication of political information. 

Some attempted use of a very limited range of political terms.


Knowledge and Understanding


The specific features are as follows:


KU1	Knowledge and understanding of political concepts, ideas, and practices.


KU2	Understanding of participation, power, and government in a range of different national and international contexts.


Research, Critical Analysis, and Evaluation


The specific features are as follows:


RCAE1	Research and use of a range of primary and secondary sources.


RCAE2	Critical analysis of different views on complex issues.


RCAE3	Evaluation of ideas, structures, and procedures associated with various systems of government.


Engagement and Reflection


The specific features are as follows:


ER1	Engagement in and reflection on political concepts, ideas, and issues, using primary sources.


ER2	Reflection on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.


Communication


The specific features are as follows:


C1	Communication of political ideas and information through reasoned, connected arguments. 


C2	Use of political terms and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.
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