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“How does the architecture of the Adelaide Remand Centre affect the behaviour of
its prisoners?”

Introduction

Architecture, the product of designing and constructing buildings, has the ability to affect
behaviour,? most fascinatingly so when applied to the prison environment, This report identifies the S3

ways in which the architecture of the Adelaide Remand Centre (ARC) in Adelaide, South Australia, Purposef ar?d
scope of the

affects jts prisoners’ behaviour using a variety of sources, including interviews with ARC staff research are
{(including the General Manager and Manager of Accommodation}), an architect specialising in %Zﬁ:%e q
security architecture and a forensic psychologist. Additionally, surveys were completed by ARC
prisoners, field work tnvolving a tour of the ARC was conducted and secondary research was used,
including the ‘Final report of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Public Works on Adelaide

Remand Centre (Currie Street)’” and internet research.

Effects of cell design

The ARC, buiit in 1986 and designed by Mr D Harrison,? is a high-rise facility housing 267 male

prisoners in single and double cells.” Cells have the greatest impact on behaviour, as this is where

prisoners spend the most time.

Cell size significantly impacts on behaviour, “Confined spaces limit physical movement..may

negatively influence mood, and in turn behaviour.”” ARC cells range in size from 6m X 7.2m to 14m

x 7.2m® with ceilings approximately 2.44m high.” These spaces are equipped with a stainless steel
toilet, shower, sink and bed (bunk for double cells), a television and a desk.® Each cell has a window
50 natural light is accessible, however many on the lower levels only have access to filtered light due
to shade cloths that cover the yards.® Research has found that the presence of a window “favourably

affects an individual's perception of him or herself: it makes the individual “feel better.””?® g2

Insightful and thorough

substantiation of key

findings is evident

2 ) - . . . _ i throughout in relevant
Thompson, B 1980 Prison Design and Prisaner Behaviour: Philosophy, Architecture, and violence, pdf, footnoting and

accessed 25 February 2013, <http://etd.ohiolink.edu/send- referencing.

pdf.cgi/Krancer%20Barbara%2CA.pdf2oberlin1316531267>.

* south Australia. Parliament. Standing Committee on Public Works, 1984, Works on Adelaide Remand Centre

{Currie Street), Government Printer, Adelaide.

4 Raggatt, $ 2013, General Manager at the Adelaide Remand Centre, Interview conducted by author, 22 March.

® Forensic psychologist, name withheld, 2013, interview conducted by author, 18 March.

® South Australia. Parliament, Sta nding Committee on Public Warks, 1984, Works on Adelaide Remand Centre

{Currie Street}, Government Printer, Adelaide.

’ Raggatt, S 2013, General Manager at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by author, 22 March

® Dean, P 2013, Supervisor at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by author, 22 March.

® Raggatt, S 2013, General Manager at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by author, 22 March.

® Thompson, B 1980 Prison Design and Prisoner Behaviour: Philosophy, Architecture, and violence, pdf,

accessed 25 February 2013, <http://etd.ohiclink.edu/send-

pdf.cgi/Krancer%20Barbara%20A.pdf?oberlin1316531267>.
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Text Box
S3
Purpose and scope of the research are clearly identified.

heptic01
Text Box
S2
Insightful and thorough substantiation of key findings is evident throughout in relevant footnoting and referencing.
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Key findings regarding
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substantiated through
references to various
sources - surveys,
interviews, reports and
reference to experts.
Different types of
display and reporting
methods are used for
greater impact.

S1
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variety of
sources that
are identified
and discussed
to arrive at a
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the key finding
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these
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heptic01
Text Box
S2 
Key findings regarding the importance of cell design are substantiated through references to various sources - surveys, interviews, reports and reference to experts. Different types of display and reporting methods are used for greater impact.

heptic01
Text Box
S1 
Example of the synthesis of a variety of sources that are identified and discussed to arrive at a resolution for the key finding developed in these paragraphs.


Assessment Type 2: Research Outcome, Pages 1 to 11

S1

Insightful use and recognition of
research points to help summarise
the key finding that it is better to
have single cells.

S2

Different types of
display and reporting
methods are used for
greater impact to
substantiate findings
and to support text.
Appropriately
attributed.
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heptic01
Text Box
S2
Different types of display and reporting methods are used for greater impact to substantiate findings and to support text.  Appropriately attributed.

heptic01
Text Box
S1
Insightful use and recognition of research points to help summarise the key finding that  it is better to have single cells.


“How does the architecture of the Adelaide Remand Centre affect the behaviour of

its prisoners?” S3
Use of the

"expert" voice
The design of the units attempts to create an open feeling through the use of the mezzanine, rein?‘orces

however this can have disastrous results, as prisoners have committed suicide by jumping off i(;j_eas g
iscussed.

them.”® Management considered installing barriers on the mezzanines, however, it was believed that Report
remains clear

_ - . e ‘ol 27
this would have more of a negative impact than the current design, even with its inherent risks. and coherent.

Communal areas, often featuring more diverse architecture,® are places where “prisoners are
happier...evidenced by less recorded incidents of negative behaviours, including violent/aggressive
behaviour [and] self harm.® ARC communal areas include a weights room, squash court,
gymnasium with a full-sized basketball court and the ‘Soft Rec’, where prisoners can play computer
games and staff hold meetings.® Mr Raggatt views these areas very positively, particularly the

squash court, “if it gets two blokes out there hitting a ball against the wall getting rid of their
S1

»31
Insightful synthesis. Use of prisoner voice illustrates
and reinforces ideas from wider research.

frustrations it’s fantastic.

Field observations revealed an absence of vegetation at the ARC* The ARC had vegetation
previously but removed it as prisoners were “hiding stuff amongst it, like weapons.”®® Similarly,
shade sails cover all but one yard because drugs, mobile phones and weapons were being thrown
over the walls.** Many prisoners believe the lack of vegetation and sunlight needs to change, with
comments made such as “Even murals of natural settings would help relaxation, i.e. waterfalls,
rainforests, aboriginal art.”*® An example of vegetation used positively can be seen in figure 3 at

Halden Prison in Norway, referred to as ‘the most humane prison In the world’.>® Other prisoners

expressed their satisfaction with the communal areas, “The gym is a great place for interaction.”>’

S2

Insightful and thorough substantiation of
knowledge and ideas gained from various
sources is evident in the integration of ideas
gained from various sources.

% Author's observation during virtual tour of Adelaide Remand Centre, 22 March 2013,
* Raggatt, S 2013, General Manager at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by author, 22
March.
7 ibid
:: Forensic psychologist, name withheld, 2013, interview conducted by author, 18 March.

ibid
* Raggatt, S 2013, General Manager at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by author, 22
March.
? ibid
*2 Author’s observation during virtual tour of Adelaide Remand Centre, 22 March 2013,
3 Raggatt, S 2013, General Manager at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by author, 22
March.
** jbid
% Adelaide Remand Centre prisoner, name withheld, 2013, survey conducted by author, 27 March.
%6 Gentleman, A 2012, ‘Inside Halden, the most humane prison in the world’, The Guordian, 18 May, accessed
20 May 2013, <http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2012/may/18/halden-most-humane-prison-in-world>.
*7 adelaide Remand Centre prisoner, name withheld, 2013, survey conducted by author, 27 March.
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Text Box
S3
Use of the "expert" voice reinforces ideas discussed. Report remains clear and coherent.

heptic01
Text Box
S1
Insightful synthesis. Use of prisoner voice illustrates and reinforces ideas from wider research.

heptic01
Text Box
S2
Insightful and thorough substantiation of knowledge and ideas gained from various  sources is evident in the integration of ideas gained from various sources.


“How does the architecture of the Adelaide Remand Centre affect the hehaviour of
its prisoners?”

S2

Visual of yard with
trees and seating.
Photo removed for
copyright purposes.
Thorough
substantiation of ideas
in variety of ways
including use of
photos.

Different types of
display and reporting
methods are used for
greater impact to
substantiate findings
and to support text.
Appropriately
attributed.

Figure 3.®

Effects of using architecture to restrict behaviour

”

Prison architecture not only influences prisoners’ behaviour but can “..restrict movements of

"3 For example, units are separated to stop bikie

individuals and their ability to interact with others...
prisoners communicating.’® Prisons are “..purpose built to stop prisoners from being able to
exit..Doors do not open freely, walls are high and often without windows..”* While such
restrictions are unavoidabie, the ARC has attempted to reduce their impact. A key point brought up
by Michael Thompson, Manager of Accommodation, was that there are no barriers between
prisoners and prison officers.” The ARC was built this way so that prison officers could buitd a better
rapport with prisoners®® and because it “..makes the officers more accountable for how they are
responding and the prisoners are generally more accountable for how they are speaking to the

officers...”** Mr Thompson viewed the absence of bars as contributing towards positive behaviour,

% 1saksen, T 2013, Prison Yard, photograph, Time Inc., accessed 20 May 2013,

htip:/firng timeinc.net ftime/photoessays/2010/prisgn_narway/prisonlS.ipg

3 shah, R & Kesan, § 2007, How Architecture Regulates, pdf, accessed 25 February 2013,
<http://www.governingwithcode.org/journal_articles/pdf/How_Architecture_Regulates.pdf>,

“? Raggatt, S 2013, General Manager at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by author, 22
March.

I Forensic psychologist, name withheld, 2013, interview conducted by author, 18 March.

“ Thompson, M 2013, Manager of Accommodation at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by
author, 22 March.

 ibid

* ibid
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S2
Visual of yard with trees and seating. 
Photo removed for copyright purposes. 
Thorough substantiation of ideas in variety of ways including use of photos.
Different types of display and reporting methods are used for greater impact to substantiate findings and to support text.  Appropriately attributed.



“How does the architecture of the Adelaide Remand Centre affect the behaviour of
its prisoners?”’

“.in my belief that is a far better way of doing it.”** Interestingly, one prisoner wrote “Being in the
ARC makes it a little easier to accept being in jail due to the view you get compared to Yatala where

you're staring at bars and walls.”*

Effects of environmental factors

A number of environmental factors cause acts of aggression, such as high temperatures, air and
noise pollution (including cigarette smoke and bad odours) and overcrowding.”” When asked about
counteractive measures for these conditions, Mr Raggatt recalled that tests were done on air flow in
ARC cells and it was found to be adequate,”® however, one prisoner who cannot get any fresh air in
his cell suggested the following solution, ”...should have small holes drifled in windows that we can
open and close for fresh air.”* Each cell has a trap door that can be opened,™ which helps when the
air-conditioning breaks down, “...still reasonably uncomfortable but it certainly makes it better.”*
Soon to be phased out, prisoners are allowed to smoke in their cells and in the health centre yard,”
however, smokers and non-smokers are housed separately.®® Although staff did not comment on

n54

noise pollution, one prisoner mentioned that he “Can’t sleep due to echoes and noise...””" From

"

another prisoner’s perspective, high temperatures are an issue, “..on hot days it gets like a
sauna...”*s Furthermore, prisoners are prevented from changing these conditions. Frustration is “the

feeling of tension, anxiety and heightened arousal that results when we are prevented from

S1

Insightful
synthesis of
knowledge
and ideas.
Recognises
and identifies
potential
anomalies in
the evidence
for the key
findings -i.e.
expert voice
and prisoner

achieving something...”*® and “always leads to aggression.””’ perception.
Overcrowding can also affect prisoners’ moods; when individuals are forced to interact or remain in
close proximity there is “..an enhanced potential for the development of hostile, aggressive
* Thompson, M 2013, Manager of Accommodation at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by
author, 22 March.
% Adelaide Remand Centre prisoner, name withheld, 2013, survey conducted by author, 27 March.
" Carter, L & Grivas, J 2005, Psychology for South Australia Stage 1, 1st edn, John Witey & Sons, Ltd, Milton,
QLb.
@ Raggatt, S 2013, General Manager at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by author, 22
March.
* Adelaide Remand Centre prisoner, name withheld, 2013, survey conducted by author, 27 March,
50 Thompson, M 2013, Manager of Accommodation at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by
-author, 22 March.
* ibid -
52 Raggatt, S 2013, General Manager at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by author, 22
March.
%3 Chariton, J 2013, Manager of Offender Development at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted
by author, 22 March.
5% Adelaide Remand Centre prisoner, name withheld, 2013, survey canducted by author, 27 March.
55 «
ibid

% Carter, L & Grivas, J 2005, Psychology for South Australia Stage 1, 1st edn, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd, Milton,
QLD.
57 ibid
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Insightful synthesis of knowledge and ideas. Recognises and identifies potential anomalies in the evidence for the key findings - i.e. expert voice and prisoner perception.
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Substantiation of key findings.
S3
Appropriate use of graphs (and elsewhere diagrams and photos) to support written text to enhance ideas, adds to the coherency of the report.


S1 Key findings are repeated indicating how knowledge and skills
gained from research are synthesised.
S3 Conclusion lends to clear and coherent expression of ideas.
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heptic01
Text Box
S1 Key findings are repeated indicating how knowledge and skills gained from research are synthesised. 
S3 Conclusion lends to clear and coherent expression of ideas.


“How does the architecture of the Adelaide Remand Centre affect the behaviour of

its prisoners?” S2 Thorough substantiation of ideas.
Bibliography is linked to footnotes and

Bibliography supports research processes and ideas.

Interviews

Brown, D 2013, Chief Executive of the Sauth Australian Department of Correctional Services,

interview conducted by author, 4 April.

Charlton, § 2013, Manager of Offender Development at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview

conducted by author, 22 March,

Dean, P 2013, Supervisor at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by author, 22 March.

Forensic psychologist, name withheld, 2013, interview conducted by author, 18 March.
Paddick, S 2013, Totalspace Design Principal, interview conducted by author, 13 March.

Raggatt, S 2013, General Manager at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview conducted by author,

22 March.

Thompson, M 2013, Manager of Accommodation at the Adelaide Remand Centre, interview

conducted by author, 22 March.

Survey

Adelaide Remand Centre prisoner, name withheld, 2013, survey conducted by author, 27 March.

Adelaide Remand Centre prisoners, names withheld, 2013, results from question 5 of survey

conducted by author, 27 March.

Adelaide Remand Centre prisoners, names withheld, 2013, results from question 7 of survey

conducted by author, 27 March.

Secondary sources

Carter, L & Grivas, J 2005, Psychology for South Australia Stage 1, 1st edn, John Wiley & Sons, Ltd,
Milton, QLD.

Gentleman, A 2012, ‘Inside Halden, the most humane prison in the world’, The Guardian, 18 May,
accessed 20 May 2013, <http://www.guardian.co.uk/society/2012/may/18/halden-most-humane-

prison-in-world>.

Isaksen, T 2013, Prison Yard, photograph, Time Inc., accessed 20 May 2013,
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Text Box
S2  Thorough substantiation of ideas. Bibliography is linked to footnotes and supports research processes and ideas. 


“How does the architecture of the Adelaide Remand Centre affect the behaviour of
its prisoners?”

Lane, S 2005, The Adelaide Remand Centre, Grote Street, City, at night, Photograph, Flickr, accessed
6 June 2013, <http://www.flickr.com/photos/groovybreadstick/98618768/in/pool-
83633840@N00/>.

Shah, R & Kesan, J 2007, How Architecture Regulates, pdf, accessed 25 February 2013,

<http://www.governingwithcode.org/journal_articles/pdf/How_Architecture_Regulates.pdf>.

South Australia. Parliament. Standing Committee on Public Works, 1984, Works on Adelaide Remand

Centre {Currie Street}, Government Printer, Adelaide.

Thompson, B 1980 Prisan Design and Prisoner Behaviour: Philosophy, Architecture, and violence, pdf,
accessed 25 February 2013, <http://etd.ohiolink.edu/send-
pdf.cgi/Krancer%20Barbara%20A.pdf?oberlin1316531267>.

Tour of Adelaide Remand Centre

Authot’s abservation during virtuat tour of Adelaide Remand Centre, 22 March 2013.

A+

S1: The question design allowed insightful synthesis of knowledge skills and ideas.
Integration of a variety of sources enabled informed discussion of the various viewpoints
to produce an insightful resolution to the key questions.

S2: Key Findings are thoroughly substantiated. Differing views are clearly referenced and
acknowledged. This enables insightful integration of knowledge and ideas to substantiate key
findings.

S3: Sustained clear and coherent expression of ideas, indicating a mastery of appropriate written
language conventions, backed by graphic illustrations of concepts discussed.
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A+
S1:  The question design allowed insightful synthesis of knowledge skills and ideas.
        Integration of a variety of sources enabled informed discussion of the various viewpoints 
        to produce an insightful resolution to the key questions.
S2:   Key Findings are thoroughly substantiated. Differing views are clearly referenced and 
        acknowledged. This enables insightful integration of knowledge and ideas to substantiate key 
        findings.
S3:  Sustained clear and coherent expression of ideas, indicating a mastery of appropriate written 
        language conventions, backed by graphic illustrations of concepts discussed.
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Performance Standards for Stage 2 Research Project B

Planning

Development

Synthesis

Evaluation

Assessment Type 1: Folio

Assessment Type 2:
Research Outcome

Assessment Type 3: Evaluation

P1 Thorough
consideration and
refinement of a research
question.

P2 Thorough planning of
research processes that
are highly appropriate to
the research question.

D1 Thorough and highly resourceful
development of the research.

D2 In-depth analysis of information and
exploration of ideas to develop the research.

D3 Highly effective development of knowledge
and skills specific to the research question.

D4 Thorough and informed understanding and
development of one or more capabilities.

S1 Insightful synthesis of
knowledge, skills, and ideas
to produce a resolution to the
research question.

S2 Insightful and thorough
substantiation of key findings
relevant to the research
outcome.

S3 Clear and coherent
expression of ideas.

E1 Insightful evaluation of the
research processes used,
specific to the research
question.

E2 Critical evaluation of
decisions made in response to
challenges and/or opportunities
specific to the research
processes used.

E3 Insightful evaluation of the
quality of the research outcome

B P1 Consideration and
some refinement of a
research question.

P2 Considered planning of
research processes that
are appropriate to the
research question.

D1 Considered and mostly resourceful
development of the research.

D2 Some complexity in analysis of information
and exploration of ideas to develop the
research.

D3 Effective development of knowledge and
skills specific to the research question.

D4 Informed understanding and development of
one or more capabilities.

S1 Considered synthesis of
knowledge, skills, and ideas
to produce a resolution to the
research question.

S2 Substantiation of most
key findings relevant to the
research outcome.

S3 Mostly clear and coherent
expression of ideas.

E1 Considered evaluation of
the research processes used,
specific to the research
question.

E2 Some complexity in
evaluation of decisions made in
response to challenges and/or
opportunities specific to the
research processes used.

E3 Considered evaluation of
the quality of the research
outcome

C P1Some consideration of D1 Satisfactory development of the research. S1 Satisfactory synthesis of E1 Recount with some
a research question, but _ _ _ _ knowledge, skills, and ideas  evaluation of the research
little evidence of D2 Satisfactory analysis of information and to produce a resolution to the  processes used.
refinement. exploration of ideas to develop the research. research question.
. E2 Some evaluation, with
P2 Satisfactory planning D3 Satisfactory development of knowledge and g2 substantiation of some mostly description of decisions
of research processes that  Skills specific to the research question. key findings relevant to the made in response to challenges
are appropriate_ to the D4 Satisfactory understanding and research outcome. and/or opportunities specific to
research question. development of one or more capabilities the research processes used.
: S3 Generally clear
expression of ideas. E3 Satisfactory evaluation of
the quality of the research
outcome
D P1 Basic consideration D1 Development of some aspects of the S1 Basic use of information E1 Superficial description of the

and identification of a
broad research question.

P2 Partial planning of
research processes that
may be appropriate to the
research question.

research.

D2 Collection rather than analysis of
information, with some superficial description of
an idea to develop the research.

D3 Superficial development of some knowledge
and skills specific to the research question.

D4 Basic understanding and development of
one or more capabilities

and ideas to produce a
resolution to the research
question.

S2 Basic explanation of ideas
related to the research
outcome.

S3 Basic expression of ideas.

research processes used.

E2 Basic description of
decisions made in response to
challenges and/or opportunities
specific to the research
processes used.

E3 Superficial evaluation of the
quality of the research outcome

E P1Attempted
consideration and
identification of an area for
research.

P2 Attempted planning of
an aspect of the research
process.

D1 Attempted development of an aspect of the
research.

D2 Attempted collection of basic information,
with some partial description of an idea.

D3 Attempted development of one or more
skills that may be related to the research
guestion.

D4 Attempted understanding and development
of one or more capabilities.

S1 Attempted use of an idea
to produce a resolution to the
research question.

S2 Limited explanation of an
idea or an aspect of the
research outcome.

S3 Attempted expression of
ideas.

E1 Attempted description of the
research process used.

E2 Attempted description of
decisions made in response to
a challenge and/or opportunity
specific to the research
processes used.

E3 Attempted evaluation of the
quality of the research outcome
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